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CHAP. I. 


A Scot coxencd=a Journey renewed, 


TEE people of the houſe, alarmed by her 


cries, ran into the room, and when they 


heard her tale, believed that her miſtreſs 
had been robbed; without recollecting that 


one of the ſuppoſed collectors was Mr. 


Craufurd, whom they well knew, and whom 


they had ſeen both gt his entrance and hns 


departure. Hover, the molt preffing in- 


veſtigation at this moment appeared to be, 


LC Ei IS RES 

that of learning it the poor terrified young 

lady was in a ſtate to profit by their aſſiſt 

auce; and for a long time the point was 8 
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2 ROS ELLA. 


very doubtful one. Yet at length Roſella 
revived—revived to lament, with bitter 
agony, the heavy cloud now obſcuring the 
deſtiny of her firit, her laſt, and only friend ; 
for thus, in the deep affliction and anguiſh 
of the inſtant, the * apoſtrophized 
Miſs Beauclerc. 

The crowd in her apartment attracting 
her attention, after the more immediate 
ebullition of grief was paſt, ſhe entreated 
to be left with Nancy, and her requeſt was 
complied with. * 


Roſella would then have flown to the 
Louſe of the unfeeling Mr. Craufurd, in the 
hope of bcholding her ill-fated friend once 
more, and taking, perhaps, a laſt farewel of 


her; but Nancy repreſented ſo forcibly the 


lateneſs of the hour, and the little proba- 
bility of their being permitted to fee her 
poor dear miſtreſs, that ſhe unwillingly de- 
ferred the effort: and Nancy added, that 


to be ſure her Rr LAY mult for certain be tied 
down 
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down in her bed, with a ſtrait-waiſtcoat on, 
ſuch as old John Mills uſed to wear, or the 
devil himſelf could not have made her ſtay 
with ſuch people. e 


This afflicting image drew a torrent of 
tears from the eyes of Roſella, who ſobbed 
on the boſom of her inconſiderate attend- 
ant, now her only ſupport but ſhe could 
not be perſuaded to undrels herſelf, nor even 
to lie down upon a bed; and the watchful 
reflections of the long and comfortleſs night 
often threw her into a freſh agony, at the 
moment Nancy fancied ſhe was ſinking to 


On - 


repoſe. 


The ſun had ſcarcely riſen, when ſhe re- 
ſolved to aſk admittance into the houſe 
where ſhe imagined Miſs Beauclerc was {till 
forcibly detained, What her ſenſations 
mult have been—what they muſt yet be, at 
a treatment ſo unlooked-for, and offenſive to 
a ſpirit for ſome time paſt unuſed to control 
of any kind, ſhe ſhuddered to think of ! 


B 2 and 


N re — 2 00 pag — — 
N $8.5 . : 2 


- 


4 ROSELL A. 


and the loſs of her own fame, and her pre- 
ſent forlorn ſituation, weighed light in the 
balance, againſt ſo deadly a blight as the 


double loſs of reaſon and of liberty. 


The people around Roſella, ſoftened by 


her diſtreſs, of which they now compre- 
hended the real cauſe, treated her vith ci- 
vility and attention, in ſpite of the whiſper- 


ings of ſuſpicion, that their intereſt would 
not be much forwarded by the complaiſance 


to which they were irreſiſtibly impelled ; and 
they ſuffered her to quit the houſe unmo- 


leſted, though they were not certain ſhe 


would leave in it a ſufficient ſecurity for the 


payment of their demand; as Nancy, in her 
terror and agitation, had aſſerted that the 


poor dear creature, was ſtripped of every 
thing ſhe had in the world. 


' Koſfella ſoon found herſelf at Mr. Crau- 
furd's door, and remembering the cruel ar- 


tifice which had induced her the day before 
to leave it without being accompanied by 
1 Miſs 
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Miſs Beauclerc, ſhe felt her indignation al- 
moſt equal to her affliction. She had not, 
in the perturbation of her mind, reflected 
upon the unuſual earlineſs of the hour, and 
waited a conſiderable time before Nancy 
could perſuade her that no perlon in th 
houſe was ſtirring. Wh 


When ſhe became at length convinced of 
this, ſhe preferred begwling her impatience, 
by enjoying, as far as her anxious ſolicitude 
would permit her, the freſhneſs of the morn- 
ing breeze, rather than return to the inn; 
and when her watch informed her that it 
was nearly eight, ſhe could no longer re- 
ſtrain it, but haſtily flew back to Mr. Crau- 
furd's, and again with trembling eagerneſs 
applied for anion. 


A ſervant opened the door, and to her 
requeſt to ſee his maſter or his Lady, re- 
plied that he believed his maiſter was not at 
home, and his maiſtreſs was engaged; but 
he Cad luk. 77 
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„ Tell them,” faid Roſella, following 
him a few ſteps into the paſſage, that I 
entreat they will ſee me; for I have very im- 
portant ; 


The fellow, without attending to her, en- 
tered a ſitting- room, and ſpoke in a low tone; 


ſhe ſoon diſcovered to whom, for the voice 


of the lady of the manſion was very diſtinct» 
ly heard to reply 


She can't have any thing to ſay to me 
I know nothing of her; and I defire you 
will not trouble your maſter, for he can do 
her no ſervice, fo it's in vain for her to think 
of it : if ſhe wants charity, let her go to her 
gentlemen for charity. But do you keep an 
eye upon her, Andrew, for ſhe's pretty re- 
vengeful.— It's not a week ago, Sir,“ ad- 


dreſſing herſelf apparently to another perſon 
in the room, © that the girl gave an ap- 


pointment to three young fellows of faſhion, 
and then ſet them together by the ears, and 
while they were ſcuffling, ſhe watched her 


he 


opportunity, 
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opportunity, and puſhed one of them, hom 
ſhe did not like, down a craig, where he 
was almoſt killed.” 

« What you have uttered, Madam,” ſaid 
Roſella, advancing into the room, “is a 
cruel and malicious miſrepreſentation; by 
whom it has been thus related to you I 
can, I believe, gueſs. But I merely came 
here to enquire for my poor friend, and to 
conjure Mr. tags to permit me to ſee 
her once more.“ 

« Andrew,” e the indignant gen- 
tlewoman, * why did you ſuffer her——” 

« Your ſervant is not to blame, inter- 
rupted Roſella; © will you, Manu, attend 
to my entreaty ?” | 

She made ſome contemptuous reply,which 
Roſella heard not; for the gentleman whom 
the had not yet regarded, haſtily advanced, 
and taking her hand, in a manner that diſ- 
played reſpect and ſolicitude 
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1 ROSELLA. 

] have,” ſaid he, © already preferred 
the ST ame requeſt, and this woman alſerts 
5 fy t Miss Boauclerc has been removed.” 
| Nr. Oberne !“ exclaimed Roſella, on 
1 the perſon ſhe had hitherto over- 
looked : Oh for Heaven's fake! prevail 
with her to let me ſee my unhappy friend, 
though but for a moment!“ 

No, Miis,” retorted Mrs. Craufurd, 
* the wweman, as he is pleaſed to call me, 
will not ſtir a peg for your vagaries; and 
fince you have forced yourlelf in, where you 
have no buſineſs, I ſhall tell you that you 
have no occaſion to wait here upon your pre- 
tences.— And, Miſs, the next time I go out, 
remember I ſhall take care you don't take 
my place at the head of my table, and ea 
pour fill at my coſt V oman truly! Ao 
Devil then,” cried Oberne, in a rage, 
e ſince that ſuits you better!? 

Roſella ſhrunk from ſuch a contention, 

and giving up the hope of again beholding 
Mis 's Beauclerc, was retiring in great dejec- 
tion, 


% 


ROSELLA. 9 
tion, when the ſervant came in, and informed 
his Lady that her preſence was required im- 
mediately in the office. 
: 1 

She flounced away, muttering ſomething 
wholiy unintelligible; and Oberne, detaining 
Roſella, aſked the man in which apartment 
the lady was, who came the day before in 
a poſt-chatic with Miſs Montreſor ? - 


«© The leddy was ta'en awa laſt neight by 
her kinſmon and twa keepers,” was the 
reply. | | 

Keepers!“ , repeated Roſella, turning 
pale, © what does he mean; 

« Attendants,” replied Oberne haſtily, to 
prevent any other explanation. 


Mrs. Craufurd now returned to them 
with a countenance wholly changed; and 
condeicending to beg pardoa for the little 
heat ſhe, had been in, proceeded, unaſk- 
ed, to confirm the aſſertion of Andrew, 
by ailuring Roſella that her poor, dear, in- 

B 5 lane 
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lane friend had been hurried away from her ö 
{ houſe by her violent couſin, who would not 
bear a word from her or Mr. Craufurd, = - 
though they both begged ſhe might be in- F 


dulged in her repeated entreaty to be ſuffered 

tl to fend her purſe to Miſs Montreſor, whom 

[ ' The called her beloved and unfortunate - 
1 girl. 


A loud hem from an adjoining room, 
which was only ſeparated by a flight parti- 
tion, ſtopped the loquacity of the lady; and 
ſhe was endeavouring to retract the informa- 
tion ſhe had too unguardedly let fall, when 
Oberne, irritated by her duplicity and pre- 
vious inſolence, interrupted her. 


«© Well, Madam,” ſaid he, © I will now 
only repeat to you, that if I find Miſs Mon- 
treſor has been robbed of any part of her 
wardrobe, or that ſhe miſſes any one of her 
trinkets, or any of her property, Mr. Crau— 
furd ſhall be reſponſible for her loſs.“ 


« Rob- 


Host EM. © 11 


% Robbed !” reiterated Mrs. Craufurd, 
« good Lord! I hope not I hope the poor 
dear young lady has not been robbed—that 
would be fad indeed after ſuch a misfortune ! 
But, Sir—good Sir, how can you make poor 
dear Mr, Craufurd reſponfible?“ 

« He perfectly underſtands by what means 
he 1s-ſo,”” replied Oberne, “ fince his accom- 
plice has diſappeared.“ 

« His accomplice | my good gentleman, 
Mr. Briſtock is no accomplice of his.“ 

« Then he 1s an accomplice of Mr. 
Briſtock, and that is the fame thing. —My 
dear Mils Montreſor, you appear indiſpoſed; 
let me conduct you from this place.“ 

Roſella accompanied him in filence, and 
he atiended her to the inn, where Nancy, 
who had been rejoiced to ſce him, related all 
their grievances; and repeated what {he had 
told to every body who would liſten to her, 
that the depredators had carried off Mats 
Montreſor's trunk, with her ear-rings, and 
necklace, and bracelets, and every thing.“ 
0 e have 
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„I have already heard of this villany,“ 
replied Oberne, with indignation; and that 
ſcoundrel Craufurd [hall repent his atro- 
city! 01 


| Ro: elf, who had not been adele of the 
tran Hactio n, looked over the remnant of their 
baggage, and found that Nancy's intelli— 
gence was true. The trunk was a ſmall one, 
and had contained all lier ornaments, the 
1 of her unhappy friend, ſome of which 
were rather valuable. She recollected too, 
hat 225 had put a ſive pound note into the 


. nich, except three or four guineas, 


Was a tne money ſhe poſtefled ; and for 
the firſt time her aifliction would permit 


Her to think ſolely of herſelf: ſhe found that 


jt v-ould be utterly! impoſible to reach Lon- 
don without an immediate application to 
her guardlian, nor did ſhe imagine it would 
prevent her from the too probable mortifica- 
tion of being pennylets in a Place where ſhe 


Oberne 
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Oberne ſaw her diſtreſs, and attempted to 
relieve it by affuring her he would oblige 
Mr. Craufurd to refund the value of the 
things taken from her, unleſs Mr. Briſtock 
reſtored them. | | 

Rut this was little conſolation to Roſella, 
who was anxious to begin her long journey, 
and dreaded, with tenacious delicacy, the” 
offer of a pecuniary loan on his part, ſhould 
he difcover the ſlenderneſs of 'her-finances. 
Nancy too, whatever conſolation the might 
derive from her attentions and attachment at 
ſuch a moment, ſhe felt to be an additional 
ſource of inquietude; tor ſhe was ſenſible 
ſhe ought to be ſent back to her aunt, leſt 
Mr. Ellinger ſhould refuſe to conſider her 
but as the ſervant of Miſs Beauclerc, and 
refuſe to pay the wages due to her, or be 
reſponſible for the expences of her journey. 
But ſhe could not follow the dictates of her 
judgment and her probity, even by ſtripping 
herſelf of her laſt guinea; and overcome by 

| the 
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the moſt cruel and haraſſing reflections, ſhe 
threw herſelf on a chair, and wept bitterly. 


' 


Oberne was much affected, and reiterated 
his offers of ſervice. 


„ Command me, deareſt Roſella,” faid 
he; will you commiſſion me to haſten to 


England with the information of your diſaſ- 


ter ?—ſhall T ſend my ſervant with a letter 


to any of your friends ?—will you permit 


me to write in your name, as. you are too 
much indiſpoſed to undertake it? Tell me 
what I ſhall do.” | 

„Nothing, nothing,” replied ſhe, her 
heart dying within her; © do not trouble 
yourſelf any further about me.—Pray leave 
me !” | 

e J will,” ſaid Oberne, after I have 
ſeen you eat ſome breakfaſt. You will be 
ſeriouſly ill, fitting up, as 1 underſtand 
you did, all night, and noiv taking no nou- 
riſhment.“ 


« Lord ! 
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„ Lord! who told you that ?”* exclaimed 
Nancy, ſuddenly imagining he dealt a little 
in witchcraft. 8 

* 1 called here, returned he, * a few 
minutes after you had left the houſe this 
morning, and having heard a detail of 'the 
misfortune of poor Miſs Beauclerc, I was 
directed to Mr. Craufurd, as a perſon with 
whom ſhe had tranſacted ſome buſineſs, and 
who was acceſſary to her removal.“ 


» 


The breakfaſt Oberne had ordered as he 
entered the houſe, was now introduced, and 
Roſella drank {ome tea, that ſhe might not 
appear obſtinate and ungrateful for his ſoli- 
citude; and finding herſelf rather revived 
from the effort, ſhe fat down to inform Mr. 
Ellinger of her uncomfortable and improper 
ſituation. But in deſcribing its extreme de- 
ſolation, ſhe ſuddenly recollected the aunt 
of Miſs Beauclerc, who reſided at Dumfries, 
and that the letters of her poor friend had 
more than once mentioned her as the ſolace 
of the whole family at Avelines, 

6 This 
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This fortunate remembꝛance cheered her 
with a hope of immediate relief from her 
difficulties ; and, as Oberne had not yet left 


conſoling idea ſhe had juſt ſtarted. He was 
pleaſed to ſee her look leſs deſpondingly, 
and entreating that ſhe would not fail to take 
ſome reſt in the courſe of the morning, 
he left her to purſue his threatened plan re- 
ſpecting Mr. Craufurd. | 


= Roſella then began a ſecond letter to her 
guardian, in which ſhe repeated the picture 

of her ſituation ; but told him ſhe thould 
proceed to Dumfries with Mits Beauclerc's 
wotnan, who had been left with her, where 
ſhe hoped to obtain the protection of her 
poor friend's aunt, Mrs, Delaval, and where 
ſhe truſted he would ſend her bis inſtruc- 
tions and a proper remittance. She would 
alſo bave given an account of herſelf to Mr. 
Mordaunt ; but his ſilence to ber applica- 
tion, after the ill ſucceſs of Mr. Ellinger's 
recall, 
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the room, ſhe made him acquainted with the 


It 
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recall, which (he conſtrued into anger or 
contempt, withheld her. 


She had neglected to order any dinner, 
either for herſelf or Nancy; but Oberne had 
been more conſiderate, and as ſhe was deli- 
berating whether ſhe ought not immediately 
to begin her journey to Dumfries, that her 
expences might not exceed her purſe, Nancy 
entered to preſent the compliments of Mr, 
Oberne, and to know if ſhe was at leiſure to 
receive him. | 


Roſella thought ſhe was not acting pru- 
deatly in aſſenting to this requeſt; but his 
anxiety for her welfare, his earneſtneſs to re- 
lieve her from embarraſſment, and the per- 
petual proofs of reſpect and eſteem he was ſo 
eager to give, chaſed every idea of reſerve 
and coldneſs, and ſhe conſented to lee 
him, Ng: 


He appeared with a countenance of ala- 
crity, and told her he had obtained from 


Mr. 


— DP A 9 7 7 — _ - {ng 24 . © "3s ho FF rde 7 rn 2 3 NN y & A 2 2 8 1 2 4 
" i 9 NG R R ont oa I. . * : 4 1 8 1 4 r * hs J tin enter W n n e 
N 5 hy a 0 * zune N 4 1 2 * * 4 * 4 as E L ", * 3 „ * , 8 
* 1 A * © * 8 25 4 . Y 2 9 4 5 ot : * . TY , CR * 1 k 4 » FA N Mun. 's 
PP ; 097,08 Pre Re * ES a , 1 * „ — * N 5 ö 5 e * 
N * * * 193 * * T3 ” : 7 1 E 7 o , . * Pl Wet '$ - 
» ', * 
\ , » K | 
1 * * 


18 ROS ELLA. 


Mr. Craufurd a promiſe to reſtore, or cauſe 


to be reſtored, the valuables, of which ſhe 


had been fo brutally deprived ; and, as a 


pledge of the fulfilment of this engagement, 
he entreated Miſs Montreſor would draw 


upon him for any ſum ſhe might have im- 


mediate occaſion for. 


Roſella thanked Oberne for his friendly 
interference; but ſhe could not prevail upon 
herſelf to profit by the forced acknowledg- 
ment of the prudent Scot, which indeed ſhe 
much doubted the truth of, and thought it 
a delicate expedient of Oberne to ſupply her 


with the money requiſite for travelling. And 
thus far ſhe was right, that could he not 


have ſucceeded with Mr. Craufurd, he had 


intended to have made ule of the fame pre- 


text to have advanced her a ſum ſufficient to 
have taken her to London. 


But this gude gentleman, with all his 
' coolneſs and artifice, had fuffered himſelf to 
be hurried into an imprudence by the {till 
| more 
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more ED Mr. Briſtock, who had preſented 
him a retaining fee of fifty pounds, to en- 
ſure his aſſiſtance in ſecuring the perſon of 
his inſane relation ; and the terrified agent, 
trembling leſt he ſhould be too- ſuddenly 
called upon for the vouchers of the expen- 
diture of thoſe ſams he had received for the 
purchaſe of the land, and the building and fit- 
ting up of the cottage, which indeed were of a 
ſcandalous magnitude, was willing to ſecure 
the friendſhip of the heir, who had brought 
with him atteſtations of his identity, and a 
copy of his deceaſed uncle's will. So he 
walked very paſſively in the path chalked out 

for him, becauſe he had heard from Guairdy 
af the poſitive derangement of his client; 
and though his cautious ſoul ſhrunk from 
the violence he was a party in, he till ſup- 
poſed himſelf ſafe on every fide; as he 
thought Roſella a deſtitute orphan, for ſuch 
Mr. Briſtock had repreſented her, without 
a ſingle friend or protector, fave the one Now. | 
torn from her. 


He 
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He had accompanied Miſs Beauclerc and 


her unfeeling couſin the firſt ſtage on their 
way to the ſouth; becauſe the gentleman, 


was defirous of the credit of Mr. Craufurd's 
preſence, that no effort of the priſoner to 
obtain aſſiſtance againſt the outrage ſhe ſuſ- 


| tained, ſhould retard his journey, or hazard 


the failure of his ſcheme. But, contrary to 
the expectation of both, When ſhe found 


reſiſtance vain, ſhe wept bitterly, but at 


length ſubmitted to her deſtiny; and her in- 
exorable heir then diſmiſſed Maiſter Crau- 


furd, telling him at parting, to arrange a! 
his papers relative to the curſed buſineſs of 


the Scotch purchaſe, and tranſmit them, per 
next poſt, to his addreſs ; and that he ſup- 


poſed the fifty pounds he had left in his 
hands, would be ſufficient to anſwer every 
demand for houſekeeping, &c. the few days 
- Miſs Beauclerc had remained at her new re- 


ſidence.— And thus, according to the old 


adage, the Devonſhire hero“ maun ha got 


oop betimes, and ha ta'en auld ſcratch for his 
coonſellor.?? 


When 


ROSELLA. | ar 
When Oberne, the Hon. Mr. Oberne, 
was announced to him, demanding intelli- 
gence of Miſs Beauclerc, and appearing, as 
a previous note had exprefled, in behalf of 
her young friend, Mr. Craufurd, juſt returned 
from his excurſion in a ſtare of infinite diſ- 
comfiture, put off the taſk of receiving him 
to his weet; and fhe, good woman, laboring 
very hard to prove the poor ladies to be the 
very worſt of their ſpecies, was finiſhing the 
portrait of Roſella, when Andrew peeped 
into the room, and ſaid ſhe was in the paſ- 
ſage. 


Such a mal apropos interruption very na- 
turaily excited her choler; and her huſband, 
rouſed from a deep reverie by the exertion 
of her lungs, tent for her out to drop the 
haſty hint that fo expedit:iouily altered her 
Lone. 


It was not very ſurpriſing that Roſella, 
ignorant of all this, ſhouid ſuſpect Oberne 
of endeayoring to force a friendly impo- 

ſition 
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"againſt the injuſtice of her ſuppoſition, till 


LL 5 ROSELLA. 


fition upon her; and he proteſted in vain 


he offered to bring Mr. Craufurd to her, to 
aſcertain the truth of what he affirmed, — 
Roſella ſtill, however, declined the expe- 
dient, telling him ſhe had little doubt of 
obtaining ſhelter and protection of Mrs, 
Delaval. 


« To Dumfries then I will accompany 
you,” replied Oberne ; © and, ſhould your 
expectations deceive you, you will at leaſt 
have a reſource in this man's propoſition to 


repair ſome part of his villany.” 


Roſella would have oppoſed his attend- 
ance when ſhe ſolicited the countenance of 
Miis Beauclerc's aunt; for tome of the old 
lady's letters expreſſed a ſtrong horror of the 


wiles, the perficies, and ingratitude of men, 


againſt whom ſhe hoped her niece, being a 
ſtaid young woman, would preferve herſelf 
by prayer, faith, and faſting. 


But 


- 47 
. 1 
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But Roſella had a double difinclination 
to overcome in diſmiſſing Oberne—his and 
her own : for he had in truth made himſelf 
an intereſt in her heart by a ſeries: of good 
offices and attentions, the ſource of which 
could not have been nuftaken, even had not 
his parting information at Luſs opened her 
eyes to his ſentiments. He had told her 
that their acquaintance had begun in a mo- 
ment of frolic on his fide ; and he had told 
her too, that it had been prolonged from a 
far different motive. The conduct of Mails 
Beauclerc in encouraging his aſſiduities, had 
flattered his vanity—that of Rofella in re- 
Preſſing them, had excited his efteem ; and 
of thoſe reports ſo injurious to her, he bet- 
ter than any one knew the cruel fallacy, and 
they called at once for his indignation and 
tendereſt compaſſion. But theſe very re- 
ports, falſe as they were, operated as a mo- 
tive to check any further avowal of his parti- 
ticular adanration, and his declining fortune 
was a ſtill more powerful one. 


The. 
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The vague fluctuation of his views, how- 
ever, could not influence his conduct; and 
the affection he reſolved to overcome, be- 
came each day more progreſſive. When he 
parted from Roſella at Luſs, he might have 


ſucceeded in forgetting that he had ex- 
perienced a more than common intereſt for 


her, had not a letter from Mr. Leſſey, which 
reached him at Edinburgh, whither he had 
returned, arouſed his reſentment and ſolici- 
tude in her behalf. It plainly expreſſed all 
that the writer had infinuated to Roſella 


herſelf, and demanded to know if their ſepa- 


ration were laſting or temporary. 


Oberne flew to anſwer the enquiry in per- 


| ſon, and yindicate the character of the young 


woman, whole prudent reſerve and modeſty 
of deportment had fo ill-merited the con- 


cluſions drawn from the indiſcretions of her 


older friend. 


At Guairdy, he learned, with the calamity 


that was ſuppoſed to have overtaken Miſs 


Beauclerc, 


ROSELL A. 235 


Beauclerc, the extravagance of that conduct 
which, in ſome meaſure, juſtified the ſur- 
miſes of his friend Leſley; and when the 
offender profeſſed his concern at having add- 
ed to the diſtreſs of mind Roſella endured, 
the interview had become an amicable one, 
and he had voluntarily propoſed to ride over 
to the cottage, to exculpate Oberne from 
having in the leaſt authorized his imperti- 
nence a ſtep he privately aſſured Mr. 
Eſtcourt, ſolely dictated by the curioſity he 
experienced to learn upon what terms the 
lady and her champion were. 


Roſella was ſo anxious to proceed to 
Dumfries, that ſhe could ſcarcely be per- 
ſuaded to remain where ſhe was, until the 
dinner Oberne had ordered made its appear- 
ance; and then ſhe found it ſo much more 
ſumptuous than ſhe, from inclination and 
neceſſity, would have thought of, that her 
appetite was entirely loſt in the ſecret calcu- 
lation ſhe made of the too Pn e 
of the expence. : | 

vol. IV, c When 
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When the tedious meal was ended, from 
which of courſe Oberne was not to be ex- 
cluded, ſhe withdrew to her chamber, and 
ſent Nancy to aſk for the bill, which ſhe was 
apprehenſive he would think it neceſſary to 
diſcharge. But he had already done ſo; 
and Rofella, much chagrined, re-entered 
the eating-room to expoſtulate with him on 
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« Do you think,” ſaid Oberne, gravely,, 1 0 

« J would chuſe to live at your expence ?” = 4 

« Suffer me to retort that queſtion,” re- } ta 

plied ſhe ; indeed you have much hurt me 1 ur 
by acting thus.“ 1 


] am ſorry for it,” returned he; © but I 

muſt perſiſt in my error, if an error it is, 

unleſs you will compromiſe the diſpute by 

accepting the propoſition of Mr. Craufurd.” 

« J had a {mall note in the box,” ſaid 

Roſella, and if he will fend another of 

equal value, until J hear from my guardian, 

I will venture to take it, without fearing to 
incur my own cenſure, or that of others.“ 

« No, 


4 * 
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c No,” cried Oberne, I will not allow 
this. You ſhall not receive leſs than will 
enable you. to await a reply to your letter, 
or carry you to London; you may. then 
adopt which plan you find the moſt eligt- 
ble. hs 

She would further have objected, but he 
would not hear her, and went immediately 
to Mr. Craufurd to ſettle the affair to his 
own ſatisfaction. That gude gentleman, 
extremely provoked at the turn things had 
taken, and fearful of being reduced tò an 
unpleaſant dilemma, thought proper to ex- 
preſs a great abhorrence of the inhumanity 
of Mr. Briſtock. | 

Of his villany, lay rather,” ſaid Oberne 
indignaatly ; © the inſanity of his couſin has 
involved a moſt arable young lady in diſ- 
treſs and embarraſſment, to ſay nothing fur- 
ther; and this atrocious monſter adds to 
both, by robbing her, with unheard-of bru- 
tality, of all her caſh and valuables 7 + 5 

c 2 * Caſh 1”; 
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« Caſh!” repeated Maiſter Craufurd, 
looking aghaſt, did the box which the 
young leddy miſſes, contain caſh ?—But per- 
haps ſhe had it in charge for Miſs Booclar?“ 

«© No,” exclaimed Oberne, in a loud 
key, © ſhe had it in charge from her en 


/ 


for her own uſe.” 
6 Aah!” ejaculated the accomplice, drop- 
ping his jaw in ſurpriſe and conſternation, 
« her guardian] has the young leddy a guar- 
dian ? My gude Sir, Maiſter Braſtick maun 
repant what he has done !—The mon has 
left in my honds a fifty poond nawte, with- 
oot expreſſing hoo it is to be applied; and 
I do nae ken hoo it can be applied better 
than in relieving the young leddy fra her 
deeficulties.“ 
« Certainly it cannot,“ replied Oberne, 
« and you had better place it in her Anis, 
and waſh your own of ſo dark a buſineſs,” 


Mr. Craufurd id ke ſhould be reeght 
glad to do fo, and followed his impetuous 


conductor to the inn, where Roſella awaited 
him, 
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him, who heard, with extreme ſurpriſe, that 


he meant to offer her fifty pounds for her 
immediate uſe. But ſhe would not by any 
means conſent to receive it, either as a loan 
or an indemnification; and after much ar- 
gument and perſuaſion, could only be in- 
duced to accept half the ſum, which ſhe ac- 
knowledged in writing to have received of 
Mr, Craufurd. * 


Aſter this affair was ſettled, Roſella, eager 
to quit a place rendered hateful to her, and 
{till more earneſt to ſhelter herſelf under the 
protection of Mrs. Delaval, reimburſed 
Oberne for her ſhare of the expences at the 
inn, and was aſſiſted by him into the chaiſe 
ſhe had ordered. She bade him farewel, and 
he returned it ; but not with an air as if he 
meant the adieu ſhould be a long one, and 
ſhe felt anxious to know if he followed 
her. 


Perhaps, thought ſhe, he now 
thinks he has done enough to ſerve me; yet 
| 83 he 
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he ſaid he world accompany me to Dum- 
fries. It is better however that he ſhould 
not Mrs. Delaval would perhaps be ren- 


dered ſuſpicious by ſuch a circumſtance, 


were ſhe to diſcover it, and refule to receive 


3» 


Yet, though ſhe internally ſettled that the 
abſence of Oberne would be quite defirable, 
ſhe was not diſpleaſed to catch a glimpſe of 
his figure when ſhe reſted for the night. — 
She roſe early the next morning, intending 
to travel the firſt ſtage before breakfaft ; 
but Nancy was very unwilling to move 
without her's, and Rofella, who fancied 


Oberne was intereſted in the circumſtance, 


altered her intention. 


Nor was ſhe miſtaken : he applied for the 


honor of attending her dejeun“; and, as he 


had had the delicacy to forbear even an- 
nouncing his vicinity to her the evening 
before, ſhe would not diſappoint his expec- 
tation. 


With 


ROSELLA. JL 


With much complacency on either fide, 
they parted ; and the conduct Oberne had 
adopted, appeared to be now tacitly agreed 
to by Roſella, who ſaw him no more until 
the following morning, when he again break- 
faſted with her at Bield ; and ſhe would not 
let this opportunity paſs, the only one per- 
haps ſhe might have, without acknowledg- 
ing, with much gratitude, the ſervices he 
had rendered her. | | 


« We will not talk in this ſtyle,” inter- 
rupted he; “ beſides, I intend to learn how 
your expectations are realized by the old 
damſel at Dumfries, before I finally quit 
you. 5 | | 
« But I fear,” ſaid Roſella, your ap- 
pearance alone will fruſtrate my hopes with 
Mrs. Delaval.” 

I ſhall not appear,” he replied, “ at 
leaſt in your ſuite ; but you muſt allow me 
to concert with Nancy ſome method of diſ- 
covering your deſtination. If the good old 


29 


ſhould receive you kindly, I will im- 


C 4 mediately 
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mediately bid you farewel ; if ſhe ſhould not, 
you will then, perhaps, take my advice in 


what manner you may moſt ſafely purſue 


your journey ; and I will give you the beſt a 
moderate capacity, and more than moderate 
good wiſhes, can ſuggeſt,” 


. 


| Domeſtic Subordination—and domeſlic Diſcipline. 


— 


It was little more chan one o'clock when 
ſhe entered Dumfries; and having recollect- 


ed that Mrs. Delaval lived with a family, 


named Macdoual, ſhe ſoon diſcovered their 
abode, and drove immediately to the houſe. 


It was a neat little manſion, and every thing 


about it ſeemed, as Nancy ſaid, in ſuch 


orand 
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grand apple- pie order, that it gave Roſella 


a ſtrong idea of that extreme attention to 
cleanlineſs and form, which uſually excludes. 
eaſe and reſt. 


The arrival of a carriage at the door, oc- 
cafioned the ſame kind of motion in this prim 
box, which a child gives to the contents of 
its rattle: half-a-dozen girls, * bull-faced 
and freckled fair, ran from window to win- 
dow, and their voices, dancing 1n alt upon a 
Scotch cadence, were diſtinctly heard by 
Roſella. A laſſie, whole claithing was in 
the modern ſtyle, that is, ſo ſcanty that “ if 
it had been leſs, twould have been none at 
all,” peeped fra the hedge at fic a bonny 
ſight, and little thought that Nancy, the 
gayer leddy of the twa, was like herſelf a 
ſervant. 5 


At length another perſonage appeared, a 


good-humoured looking, little, fat woman, 


who ſcudded towards the viſiters in a man- 
ner that demonſtrated an unſeen battle be- 
EE tween 
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tween conſtitutional civility and conſtitu- 
tional corns; and Roſella returning her ſa- 


lutation, ſaid, ſhe underſtood that Mrs. 


Delaval reſided at the houſe, and begged to 
know 1t ſhe might be permitted to 3 to 
her. 


& Ah poor dear creature!“ returned the 
lady, who was Mrs. Macdoual herſelf, * ſhe 
has fell down, and bruiſed her leg ſadly, fo 
ſhe can't 'come out to ſee you; but would 
you chuſe to walk in and ſee her; for ſhe 
ſets in her great chair, dear good ſoul, all 
day long without ſtirring, only to go to bed, 
and eat her dinner.” 


Roſella, who could not perfectly under- 


ſtand, by this harangue, the rank and ſitu- 


ation of the ſpeaker, deſcended from the 
chaiſe; and chuſing to err by too much 
condeſcenſion rather than by too little, en- 


treated the lady to excuſe the liberty ſhe 


took in conveying by her a letter to Mrs. 
Delaval.—A letter ſhe had previouſly writ- 
ten, 


. =" x 
> <2 


te 
t] 


C1 
hi 


n r . 1 — =_ . 
R OS Ie; d =p Me RES . * = N * 8 3 Tr. ³¹Ü—wma n Ne 7 
RE ts apa adn 9 n 3 2 7 8 8 =; * 3 Pee, Ph Lon” n „ 5 3 $5 IS) as Dt a 3 Hh 
o $5 Beg ens. n T a Og. LI WY] V Lp EVO; 1 2 
8 FÄ N „ c 5 5 Tr MEE e D SPEC x 2 
n Y 1 nd ns. e . EO _ 1 . 50 3 RT, HS Ws. 2 * \ 
A IF 2% / nr Dn c OS. 3 2 8 
5 5 15 7 r of ba 4d 8 E e n ARS 4 : 3 
* r r 
0 3 


DON. JS Fils 
FFF 
SE » < 8 2 3 


ROSELLA. 35 


ten, that ſhe might not have to perform 
the awkward ceremony of announcing herſelf 


and her buſineſs. 


J hope no bad news!” returned the 
little dame, endeavouring 'to look folemn. 
« You come from England, Miſs? aye, ſo 
do I—we're countrywomen but you look 
too pretty and good-natured to bring us 
bad news. Perhaps,” ſhe continued, with 
an air of importance, _ niece 1s dead, 
as well as the reſt of 'em. 

C No, Madam,” ſaid Roſella, wick a 
ſaddened mien; © but I muſt refer Mrs. 
Delaval to the letter.” 

« Mither,” hallooed a rude voice,“ why 
dinna ye cume in, when Maiſtreſs Deelaval 
{creams oot for ye to gang tul her?“ 

« I'm coming, Jannie, 'm coming,” 
cried the mother, running off in a great 
hurry. | 

\ 

Roſella then remained ſtanding by the 

ide of the chaiſe, gazed at only by diſtant 
08 ſpectators, 
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ſpectators, wlio ſeemed afraid of venturing 
too near; and ſhe augured little good from 
ſuch a ſcene. 


In the interim, a very tall, bony, rigid- 
looking man advanced to her, and demanded 

her buſineſs; adding, in a tone as ſolemn 
as if he meant to purſue the whole Church 
Catechiſm— ns, 


« And what's yere nem?“ 


Roſella informed him, fully expecting that 
« Wha gave ye that nem?“ would certainly 
follow; and the queſtion would have been 
more appropriate than ſhe had any idea of; 
but the Fates decreed that the next interro- 
gation ſhould i 

« Wha _ luk for here ?” 

„ J wait in the hope of ſeeing Mrs. De- 
laval,” replied ſhe ; * have ſent in a letter 
for her peruſal,” 


«© Fra 


ROSELLA. 3 


« Fra whom?” ſaid the queſtioner, 


5 Roſella was embarraſſed a letter from 


herſelf, brought in perſon, was ſo like the 
expedient of a beggar of alms, that ſhe he- 
ſitated; and the tall perſonage, with a ſevere 
frown, quitted her abruptly, arid walked 


into the houſe, exhibiting, as he turned his 


back, a pair of tremendous ſhoulder- bones, 
that marked, by their alternate elevation, 
every ſtep he took. | 


« What next?“ thought Roſella, very 
much tired of ſuch a procedure. 


e do ſuppoſe,” exclaimed Nancy, them 


pipple means us to ftay here till mght- 
fall.” 


After another five minutes, the little fat 
gentlewoman again hobbled out. 


— 


« Well, my dear,” cried ſhe, * fo you 
have been in a fine ſea of troubles ?—So 
| Mr. 
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Mr. Macdoual has been ſpeaking to you; 
but never mind him we never care for his 


croſs looks, not we—if we can but get ſhut 
of him half an Nous now and then, then we 
enjoy ourſelves,” 

« Does Mrs. Delaval chuſe to ſee me?“ 
aſked Roſella. 

« Yes, my dear, yes; I came to tell you 


So ſaying; the talkative dame again tacked 
about, followed by the gueſt thus curiouſly 
invited. Roſella expected to be reminded 
to wipe the duſt from her ſhoes, and per- 
form all theſe ceremonies required in a man- 


fion kept like a cabinet ;—what then muſt 


have been her ſurpriſe to find the inſide of 
the houſe correſpond ſo little with the ex- 
terior, as to make her imagine ſhe had miſſ- 
ed the entrance, and plunged by miſtake 


into the piggery ! 


The children of the family thruſt their 
ragged heads through ſome half - opened 
4 doors 
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doors to ſurvey her more narrowly, whilſt 
the gown of her conductreſs hooked, by 


means of a rent already made in it, to a lock 


which was hanging by one ſcrew, belonging 
to the room where Mrs. Delaval was ſitting, 
and completed a fracture from one end of 
the ſkirt to the other. 


« Here, my dear love,” faid the airy 
houſewife, ſcarcely regarding the diſaſter, 
here is the young lady!“ 


And ſhe then introduced Roſella to a 
woman apparently between fifty and fixty, 
of a middle height, ſlender, neat, and old- 


faſhioned, with pellucid grey eyes, and 


cheeks like the ſhrivelled but roſy ſkin of a 
blighted peach; her noſe exhibitegd a blue 
purple tint, that marked health undermined, 


and her whole aſpect ſpoke little of the cha- 


racter to which it belonged, except that a 
trait of reſignation and benevolence ſome- 


times inſinuated itſelf amidſt the vacuum. 
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F cc You are Miſs Montreſor,” ſaid ſhe, 


F aſter a pauſe, in which Roſella was painfully 


avitated. \ 
$6 Yes, Madam.” ” | 


' 


Mrs. Delaval attempted to riſe to receive 


her. 


* My dear love, pray fit ſtill,” cried her 
little buſtling friend, I have told Miſs 


Mountereſa that you have fallen upon an 
accident—there, there, fit ye down!“ 


The good lady obeyed without a com- 
ment, and Roſella finding that ſhe was ex- 
pected immediately to furniſh topics for a 


converſation, having been pulled into a 


ricketty chair by the miſtreſs of the man- 
fion, began to enlarge upon the information 
her letter had ſlightly toughed upon. 


« My poor niece !” exclaimed Mrs. De- 
laval, and the tears ſtarted into her eyes; 
thoſe of Roſella fell upon her checks. 


“Come, 
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© Come, come, my dear creature,” ſaid 
the fat perſonage, whom Roſella had now 
diſcovered to be Mrs. Macdoual, you muſt 
not vex yourſelf ; conſider your poor health. 


There, do not now,” turning to the gueſt, 


« ſay any more ;—this love will fret herſelf 
into a fever if you do.” 


Roſella waited to hear this admonition 
approved by Mrs. Delaval ; but ſhe fat very 
quietly expecting another topic to be ſtart- 
ed, and Roſella then ventured to entreat 
her protection and countenance until ſhe re- 
ceived inſtructions from her guardian for her 
return to England. 


Mrs. Delaval appeared diſconcerted by 
this requeſt, and her friend ſeemed equal- 
ly uneaſy and undecided what reply to 
make. They looked ſeveral times at each 
other before Mrs. Delaval could frame an 


anſwer that would neither encourage the pe- 


titioner to hope an acquieſcence with her 
demand, 
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demand, nor yet exhibit a ſemblance of in- 
humanity, very far from her heart. 

«© Why, my dear! can't ſay,” heſitated 
the good lady, I can very readily for 
here poor Mrs. Macdoual has a houſe quite 
full. God knows, there is hardly room for 
me, only ſhe won't turn me out, now I'm in a 
ſtrange country.“ ; 


There was ſuch an appearance of ſimpli- 
city in her countenance whilſt ſhe made 
this explanation, and Roſella had ſo often 


heard that the whole intereſt of her fortune; 


which was nearly twenty thouſand pounds, 
was almoſt entirely ſwallowed up by this fa- 
mily, that ſhe could not feel angry at an 


imbecility which had no mixture of ſelfiſn 


hypocriſy in it. 


« Will you allow me to ſay, Madam,” 
{aid ſhe, that as I cannot have the good 
fortune of receiving ſhelter under the ſame 
roof with * it would very much ſerve 

me, 
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me, if I might be permitted the ſanction of 
your name and character, in ſeeking accom- 
modation in any houſe in the neighbour- 
hood, where a vicinity to you and Mrs. 
Macdoual's family would enſure me attention 
and reſpect.” 1 85 


The conſternation of the two ladies was 
increaſed by this propoſition; and Roſella 
began to deſpair of obtaining any civility or 
favor from Mrs. Delaval, who muttered 
that ſhe was ſorry ſhe could not always do 
what ſhe wiſhed. | 


6 God knows,” continued ſhe, in rather 
a louder key, © I am as economical as I can 
be;—you ſee, my dear, I wear a coloured 
linen gown and a ſtuff petticoat, to ſave: 
waſhing, and yet, ſomehow, I can ſcarcely 
make both ends meet. And poor Mrs. 


| Macdoual here, ſhe denies herſelf every 


thing ; ſo I am obliged to get a hamper of. 
wine now and then—that is an extravagance: 
certainly ; but, poor thing, I can't fee her 
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drop for want of a little nouriſhment ;—and 


then the poor children, they muſt go to ſchool 


to be a little like others when they go out in 
the world, though their father thinks it is 


| not neceſſary, and God knows they are wild 


enough now, as it 15 !—But it is ſo cruel to 
ſee children pine for a little education, and 
not get it, ſomehow.— And then, as poor 
dear Mrs. Macdoual ſays, men are fo igno- 


rant of what is wanted in the kitchen, and 
what muſt be had of houſehold linen and 


clothes, and extras, that it grieves one to 
think a friend ſhould be diſtreſſed.” 


Ah, God help me!“ exclaimed the lady 


of the houſe, „I don't know where I ſhould 


have been now, if I had not had a dear good 


friend; Mr. Macdoual is ſo harſh ; and in- 
deed, my dear Miſs, that is partly the reaſon 


we cannot have you here. —I hope you won't 
think me unkind | 


% Pray, Madam,” interrupted Roſella, 


ce do not imagine ſuch a requeſt is neceſſa- 
ry; but I believe Mrs. Delaval miſtakes my 
meaning,—I have a ſupply of money for 

| lodging 
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lodging and accommodation; I merely en- 


treat to be recommended to a family of cre- 
dit and reſpectability, and to be allowed to 
ſay that my character and connections are 
not unknown to you.“ 7 

« Ay ſurely, ſurely,” cried Mrs. Mac- 
doual, with a tone of alacrity ; © yes, my 
dear young lady, I will do that—we will do 
that, my dear.—But, poor thing, you have 


come a long way in grief and trouble—you 


ſhall have a glaſs of my poor love's wine.“ 
« Excuſe me, Madam,” ſaid Roſella. 
«© No I ſhan't excuſe you; it's all ready 
at hand.“ | 


She then opened a {mall cloſet, and took 
from it a bottle and glaſſes, which ſhe filled 


with wine; and Roſella, at the earneſt per- 


ſuaſion of Mrs. Delaval, accepted one of them: 


but ſhe had ſcarcely raifed it to- her hps, 
betore it was ſnatched from her by the lady 
of the manſion, and every thing again hud- 
dled into the cloſet with a baſte and trepi- 
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dation that ſpilt the wine, and broke ſome 


glaſſes. 


1 


Roſella was not long ſuffered to wonder 
what this ſtrange pantomime could mean ; 


for the voice of Mr. Macdoual, who was 
thundering anathemas, and horſewhipping 
one of his girls, betrayed the ſecret. 


The countenance of poor Mrs. Delaval 


expreſſed pain, mortification, and diſplea- 


ſure ; and her yet more ſimple friend ſtop- 
ped her ears very carefully, and begged to be 


informed when Maggy had done ſcreaming, 


for to hear the poor thing, and not be able 
to help her, made her quiver like an aſpin- 


leaf. 


Another of the daughters now burſt into 
the room, to ſay that Janet and Iſabel had 
taken the horſes from the poſt-chaiſe whilſt 
the driver was aſleep, and had rode them to 
water; and one of the beaſts had trod upon 
his harneſs, and tumbled down, and Janet's 
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noſe was bleeding ; and the other was trot- 
ting into the deep pool, and [label called out; 
but nobody came to ſtop him. | 


« Confound you all !” ſaid the mother, 
raifing her voice to a paſſionate pitch ; for 
when the informer had run in, ſhe let fall 
her hands from her head, to hear the miſ- 
chief that ſhe knew was coming“ Con- 
found you all ! this is the ay you ſerve me. 
You'll all get your limbs broke, and then 
who is to ſet them, and nurſe you ?—And 
there,” continued lhe, crying, © your father 
will murder thoſe two girls, he will !—Oh 


Jord, that I ſhould hve to ſee this day!“ 


Mrs. Delaval now endeavoured to relieve 
her inquietude, by ſaying ſhe would go and 
ſpeak to Mr. Macdoual; and cailing the 
girl to her, ſhe tried, with her aſſiſtance, to 
limp acroſs the room; but it was with ſo 
much difficulty that ſhe could advance in any 
way, that Roſella, unaſked, flew to ſupport 
her, 
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«© Thank you, my dear, ſaid the ſuf - 
ferer, who had not been much accuſtomed 
to ſpontaneous kindneſs, © I will not lean 
too hard.” 

« Yes but ye do,” ſaid the imp on the 


other fide of her, * ſal drap doon gin ye 
dunna haud yere hond.“ | 


« Go then,“ replied Mrs. Delaval, with 
confiderable reſentment, * go in your fa- 
ther's way, and get your deſerts; and then 
call out to me to make him haud his hond, 
as you did yeſterday.” 

«© Noo I wunna then,” laid the girl pout- 


ing. 


Lou are gy keeping your mother 
in hot water,” reſumed the good lady ; 
e ſuch a ſet of idle, good-for-nothing girls 
was never ſeen ! you worry her poor heart to 
breaking amongſt you—you do!“ 

*« Ah, God help me !” exclaimed the mo- 
ther, i in a piteous tone. 

Mither ſcailded me yeſtreen,” cried the 
daughter, for randing my claiths—and noo 


ſhe's brak her ain goon!“ 


« Hold 


re 
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« Hold your tongue, you pert flut,” 
retorted the matron, flapping her face. 


The young lady immediately ſet up a 
roar, that ſaved Mrs. Delaval any further 


effort, by bringing the father into the room, 


with the dreaded whip flouriſhing in his 
right hand; but on beholding Roſella ſup- 
porting his lame inmate with kind folicitude, 
that hand for once forgot its office, and he 
gave her ſeveral ferocious glances, which 


Mrs, Delaval could not fail to obſerve. 


“ This young gentlewoman,” faid ſhe, 
comes from my poor niece, who has loſt - 


her ſenſes, and is going to be put into a 


mad houſe, I ſuppoſe.“ 

« Aw! and wha's the next a-kin?“ de- 
manded the Scotchman. 

« Why I am the neareſt relation,“ re- 
turned Mrs. Delaval, „and ſhould like to 
ſee that juſtices done her.“ | 

+ Juſtice !”” repeated Macdoual, aw 
but wha ſpeirs aboot the praperty?“ 
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„We will talk of that another time,” 


ſaid Mrs. Delaval; „ Miſs Montreſor wants 


a lodging and board till her guardian ſends 
ſomebody to take her to England.“ 

« Aw— wal, Meſs, and what d'ye luk for 
at Dumfries?“ Gon 

« She looks for nothing but civility,” ſaid 
Mrs. Macdoual, eagerly. 

* Haud yere toongue,“ returned the huſ- 
band, 1n a voice of thunder. 


An inſult offered to her little fat friend 
generally arouſed ſome indignation in the 
boſom of Mrs. Delaval, 'and with a look of 


commiſerat ion, ſhe begged the filenced gen- 


tlewoman to call Mally. 


When Mally made her appearance, ſhe 
gave orders, in a very firm tone, to ſhew the 
young lady to Jamie Campbell's, and tell 
his wife to give her their beſt room, and 
wait upon her, and go to market for her 
whenever the young lady choſe. 


„Roſella, 
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aid 


ſella, 
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Roſella, extremely delighted to eſcape the 
torture of living in ſuch a menage as that 
of Macdoual, took a reſpectful leave of Mrs. 
Delaval, and accompanied Mally, telling 


the poſt-boy to follow her, who had with 


ſome trouble reſcued his horſes from the 
Miſs Macdouals. 


Nancy had been walking about to ſtretch 
her legs, and now joined her young Lady ; 
who, thus attended, proceeded to take poſ- 
ſeſſion of the beſt room at Jamie Campbell's. 
His houſe, unlike that of his neighbour, 
promiſed nothing on the outſide, but had 
«© that within which paſſeth ſhew :” it was 
neat, quiet, and well-arranged, and Jamie's- 
wife received her unexpected gueſt, not 


without ſome little buſtle, but without diſ- 
order, 


The beſt room was much approved of by 
Roſella, for it was clean, light, and airy, and 
overlooked a fine tract of country termi- 
nated by the Solway Frith. She diſcharged 
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the chaiſe with real ſatisfaction; 4 Nancy | 


having placed in her apartment what Mr. 
Briſtock had condeſcended to leave of her 
baggage, ſhe no longer felt a wanderer upon 
the ſurface of the globe, but contemplated 
the little ſpace appropriated to her uſe, and 
much applauded herſelf for thinking of ap- 
pealing to the e protection of Mrs. Delaval. 


Nancy was far from being ſo well pleaſed : 


ſhe reprobated every delay that retarded her 


approach to London, that moſt charming of 
emporiums for ſweethearts and fine clothes; 
and expreſſed her ſorrow that Mr. Oberne, 
that ſweet · tempered gentleman, had not pre- 
ſided over the journey, becauſe then it would 
have been performed ſomething like the 


matter. 


Mrs. Campbell entered into her office al- 
moſt immediately, by preparing dinner for 


her fair inmate; and as Roſella ſaw no one 


in the houſe but her, ſhe began to hope that 
Jamie was abſent from the place: for the 
| ſpecimen 


her 
pon 
ated 

and 
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ſpecimen of internal government ſhe had 
witneſſed at Macdoual's, had very much 
diſguſted her againſt matrimonial ariſtocra- 
cy, But ſhe was miſtaken; in the evening 
the huſband returned from a manufactory 
he ſuperintended, and Roſella found no in- 
convenience from it, as he fat at his door 
very peaceably, whilſt his wife exerted her- 
ſelf to make every thing look comfortable, 
and rubbed each piece of furniture to a dou- 
ble brightneſs, in honor of their new gueſt. 
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CHAP, III. 


f 


Credulity, as in time immemorial, an eaſy conqueſt for 
artiſice and * 


Tas next morning Roſella walked to 
Macdoual's, to enquire if Mrs. Delaval were 


in better health, and to ſay that a letter 


for herſelf would moſt probably be there in 


a day or two, which ſhe entreated the family 


would either take in. for her, or ſend to Jamie 
Campbell's. 


Fortunately the maſter of the houſe was 
from home, but, in his abſence, he had left a 
ipy upon the proceedings of his wife and her 


friend, in the perſon of his eldeſt daughter, 
| who 
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who much reſembled him; and this young 
lady was to be circumvented before Mrs. 
Macdoual could venture to indulge her poor 
love with a few minutes' converſation with 
Roſella—a thing the good lady much wiſhed 
for, but ſcarcely dared to propoſe. 


After a feint of ſending the viſiter away, 
Miſs Janet was eafily amuſed, whilſt Roſella 
was ſmuggled into the chamber Mr. Mac- 
doual condeſcended to allow his inmate, in 
return for the income of her fortune, of which, 


from her own account, he had almoſt the ſole 


ule. 


The reception ſhe received was kind, and 
almoſt tender : poor Mrs, Delaval could 
now {peak without the interruption. of her 
officious friend, who was fully employed in 


keeping her precious daughter Janet at ba. 


She deſired Roſella to tell her every thing | 


ſhe could think of concerning her ſiſter and 
her mece, and the good lady wept much at 
D 4 the 
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the death of the firſt, and the ſtrange fancies th 
of her poor Sophy, who had always, ſhe faid, BH __ 
been a good girl, only a little whimſical, = 


« And now,” added ſhe, © I know how 
to value a ſweet-tempered child ; for here— 
God help us! the bairns are like young dra- th 
gons l- and their father In ſhort, my 
dear, only don't let it go any further, if it FIT 
was not for my good friend Mrs, Macdoual, 
who has been like a filter to me, I ſhould 
have returned to England long ago.” 

de Ah Madam !” ſaid Roſella, „ how de- | 1 
lighted would Miſs Beauclerc have been to 
have made you happy Indeed ſhe was very V 
amiable——” ” 

Don't cry, my dear, interrupted Mrs. 
Delaval, though her own tears dropped. 
| equally faſt; I ſee you are a good-natured 
4 ix girl, and I am ſure you was very obliging to D . 
4$ 4 me yeſterday, —God knows, I have not been 
uſed to kindneſs much ſince I left England, 6 
except from my poor friend; and ſhe is 
almoſt Killed herſelf by thoſe termagants and 225 

their 
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their father. I have been thinking all night 


E —only Mr. Macdoual is fo ſtern and paſ- 


ſionate, that he will half kill his wife, poor 
thing, if I go—but I have been thinking, 
my dear, that I ſhoutd like to die in Eng- 
land and I ſhould like too, to ſee if any 
thing could be done to bring poor Sophy to 
her ſenſes again. I perceive you are grate- 
ful for her kindneſs to you—I love to ſee 
young people grateful—and indeed ſhe had 


a great affection for you; for ſhe never 


wrote me a letter without ſaying what a 
ſweet, pretty, good-tempered child you was; 
and I find that it is all true enough. Mr. 
Macdoual 1s fo violent !—but I ſhould like,” 
repeated ſhe, in an emphatic accent, * to 


| fee England and poor Sophy once again!“ 


From the further converſation of Mrs. 
Delaval, Roſella diſcovered that ſhe was ac- 


tually only detained in the family, by a 


fear of the conſequences her quitting it 
would produce upon the ſtormy paſſions of 
the tyrant huſband, whoſe youth had been 

. D 5 ſpent 
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ſpent in practiſing the ſame ſervility he now 


impoſed on others. When firſt Mrs. Delaval 


took notice of his wife, whom ſhe had a few 


years before ſlightly. known as a humble com- 


panion toa lady ſhe had viſited, every effort to 


gain her countenance and favor, which art 
and intereſt could diate, he employed him- 


ſelf, and infuſed into the docile and leſs de- 


ſigning mind of Mrs. Macdoual. 


The heart of Miſs Delaval, wounded by 
recent diſappointment, turned to the con- 
ſolatory proofs of attachment and gratitude 


| theſe people ſo eagerly preſſed upon her; 


and at length ſhe withdrew from her more 


gay and indifferent aſſociates, to enjoy the 


ſnug fire-fide of good Mrs. Macdaual, who 
was always ſo proud and fo pleaſed to ſee 


her there. This diſtinguiſhed viſiter was, 
however, ſometimes allured from them by a 
fondneſs for the delights of the card-tahle ; 


and Macdoual, when he returned home from 


the duties of a ſmall place he had in a public 


office, hearing her ſometimes recounting 
with 
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with animation the hiſtory of the rubbers 
ſhe had won, and the pools Fortune had 
ſnatched from her in defiance of ſkill, pur- 
chaſed a green-cloth to cover his Pembroke 
table upon occaſion, and wrangled with a 
waiter of a tavern for half-a-dozen ſecond 
or third-hand packs of cards ; and then 
gave his wife her leſſon, who had ſpent many 
a long evening with her firſt patroneſs, an 
old woman, in winning a few ſhillings at pic- 
quet for pocket- money. 


The plan had all the ſucceſs Macdoual 
could defire : picquet became the order of 
the day with Miſs Delaval (for ſhe was not 
yet of an age to aſſume a matronly title), 
and ſhe was conſtantly ſeen walking towards 
the lodgings of her favorite, exactly at five 
o'clock every , afternoon, to drink the tea 
ſhe uſually purchaſed herſelf, and to have 
her game at picquet with her good friend. 


When the crafty Macdoual thought the 


empire he had gained by means of his wife, . 
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thoroughly eſtabliſhed, he ſuddenly avowed 


a deſign of returning to his ain coontra, and 
enjoying the fortune he had realized—1n his 


own imagination; for in fact his only for- 


tune, at that moment, was the harveſt he 
hoped to reap from his deſigns. If Miſs 
Delaval heſitated to accompany her poor 
dear friend Mrs. Macdoual, he intended to 


make himſelf and her an additional merit in 


the eyes of his dupe, by ſacrificing a plan 
they both ſeemed to be fond ot, to her in- 
clination to retain them near her. But the 
good lady did not put them to ſo much 


trouble; for ſhe left her ſiſter and her little. 
- Niece, for whom ſhe had a great affection, 


and attended the favored famiiy to Dum- 
fries. 


But lo! Maiſter Macdoual bad. ſcarcely 
poaſſed the Solway Frith, when ſubmiſſion 
and ſuavity gave way to an affectation of 
equality, and a paſhon tor dictating; and 
the poor ſlave, his wife, was compelled to 
purchaſe half an hour of good-humour by 
| repeated 


ROSELLA. 61 


repeated loans from her friend, who, weak 
as her underſtanding was, ſoon comprehend- 
ed that if the tyrant threatened to murder 
the noiſy bairns, or refuſed money for the 
wife's clothes or the children's food, ſhe 
might ſet every thing right again by ad- 
vancing tbe ſum required; nor did ſhe ever 
ſuffer herſelf to deliberate when poor dear 
Mrs. Macdoual lamented, wrung her hands, 
and aſſerted that ſhe was the moſt unhappy 


woman in the world, which ſhe conſtantly 
did, in the ſame manner that a child will 


practiſe upon the weak affection by which it 


can obtain all it wants. 


But a mortification awaited Mrs. Delaval 


ſhe had little foreſeen. The maſter of the 


houſe in his ain coontra, was a very rigid 
diſciple of his ain coontra kirk, and would 


not ſuffer cards, thoſe deviliſh vanities, to 
appear in his premiſes. —Mrs. Delaval how- 
ever ſubmitted, bitter as was the pill; for 
ſhe conſidered that ſhe was in a ſtrange land, 


nor would ſhe have ventured to travel ſo | 
long 


5 


„ * 
\_ 
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long a journey, even to reach London again, 
without the protection of more than one 
attendant, for the world. 


But ſhe had no attendant now, whoſe - 


ſervices ſhe could have commanded for 
twenty miles ; for Macdoual had quarrelled 
with her footman, and ſhe had diſcharged 
him at Carliſle. She had likewiſe parted 
with her own maid, becauſe poor Mrs. Mac- 
doual cried, and told her that her huſband 
could not abide any but Scotch ſervants in 
his houſe. 


Roſella, in the courſe of a converſation 


which laſted more than two hours, learned 
every part of this hiſto:y that Mrs. Delaval 
could inform her of, and felt her indigna- 
tion, as well as her compaſſion, aroufed by 
the half-uttered complaints of the good old 
lady, who repeated, when her tale was end- 


ed, that if Mr. Macdoual would but hear 


reaſon, ſhe would accompany Miis Mon- 
treſor to London. 


«2.0% 
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* You ſeem ſo obliging and good-na- 
tured,” added ſhe, © that I dare ſay you 
would be ſo kind as to take care of me ; and 
then poor Sophy's maid might wait upon 
me, and I wculd reward her when I received 
my half year's intereſt. But unfortunately 
I could not undertake the journey at pre- 
ſent ; for Mr. Macdoual wanted laſt week to 
make a purchaſe a little way out of the town, 
and I could not refuſe to lend him my run- 
ning cath, and indeed a little ſum beſides 


that I had contrived to fave, notwithſtand- 


ing all the drawbacks upon my income ;— 


becauſe the affair was ſo advantageous to 


him, and he talked too of ſettling the eſtate 
upon poor dear Mrs. Macdoual, if he could 
but get the money to buy it.” 

How much do you think, Madam,“ 
ſaid Roſella eagerly, would take you, 
Nancy, and myſelf to London?“ 

« Why,. my Gear child,” returned the 
good lady, I cannot abſolutely ſay, tra- 
velling is ſo expenſive. Il remember when J 
came here, it colt me -I almoſt forget 

| let 
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let me ſee, we travelled in poſt-chaiſes as far =, 
as Northampton, and then William paid Ne” 
every thing, and Mr. Macdoual ſays he Pic 
cheated me of near ten pounds ;—how it 2 3 
was J can't tell, for he gave in his accounts = - 
to Mr. Macdoual ; and after that i was per- ni 


ſuaded to get into a Diligence; but then aſks 
what with one extra expence, and what with 


- another, it coſt me more money than I had Wi: 
| any idea of.“ Fu 
f 6 ſhould hope, n ſaid Roſella, 

: e that if you would condeſcend to return in 2 
I a ſtage, twenty-five pounds would take us 
1 all there, and that ſum I can command. If Pa 
L you will honor me ſo far as to make uſe of „ 
. it in this way, you will really confer an 4 
obligation upon me indeed the money is 5 
1 not _ is more properly Miſs Beau- 
1 clerc's.' 15 7% ö 
I « Ah, my dear,” replied Mrs. Delaval, *. 
; e am afraid by my journey hither, that —_ 
double what you mention would {till leave W 


us on the road. But Jamie Campbell can 
very likely tell you that; and you need not 
i | . mention 


neceſſary uſes.—] think, my dear, 
the good lady, after a momentary pauſe 
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mention my name, you know, when you aſk 


him. However we will hope the beſt; for 
indeed I long to ſee old England once more. 
And, my dear child, I have near five pounds 
by me, which I could not offer you before 
poor Mrs. Macdoual, becauſe ſhe did not 
know T had it ; for I can't refuſe her if the 
aſks me, and laſt year J left myſelf without 
money to pay for my waſhing, and little odd 
things, to preſerve a little peace; fo I re- 
ſolved, as I don't love to be in debt to 
poor creatures that want it, to keep a ſmall 
ſum that I would not break in upon but for 
” reſumed 


*« what is your Chriſtian name?“ 

„ Roſella, Madam.“ | 

Aye, I recollect Sophy called you Roſella 
in her letters. You put me in mind of 
Sophy; ſhe was a pretty girl, but you are 
ſtill prettier ;—I would not tell you ſo if you 
was a vain huſſy - but I am ſure you are not 
vain,” | 1 


66 1. 


$a, » 
— 


„ OY frog 
Co RI F 


9 


1 J 


2 — 
2 n 
PA Dos SO SOS 


LEDGER © 4/1 


66 n 


| I hope not, Madam,” returned Roſella, 
* and as I much wiſh for the good opinion 


of my friends, I hope I ſhall never become 
any thing they diſapprove.” 


Aye now, that is talking like a ſenfible- 
young woman,—My dear, I wanted to tell 


you yeſterday, only there was ſuch a turmoil 


in the houſe—there always is, I think !— 


J wanted to tell you, that as you have loſt 
a friend in poor Sophy, without any fault of 


your own, you ſhall find another in me. I 


ain not apt to take likings to young folks 


indeed Janet, and Iſabel, and the reſt of 


them have ſickened me of young girls ; but 
whether it was that you put me in mind of 
Sophy yeſterday when you offered me your 
arm, or how it was I can't tell, but I have 
been thinking almoſt all night that I will be 


your friend,” 


Roſella burſt into tears, and kiſſed the 
hand Mrs. Delaval held out to her, but 
could not articulate a ſyllable. The good 


lady * her in her arms, and repeated 
oro”. 
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«© Poor Sophy! I little thought, when I 
left her in England, I ſhould ever hear ſuch 
a fad account -I am afraid ſhe grieved 
about the inconitancy of ſome loyver—Ah 
my dear child, guard your heart from the 
wiles of men—they are deceitful, ungrateful 
creatures!“ 


This hint brought Oberne to the recol- 
lection of Roſella, and lhe feared, if his at- 
tendance upon her ſhould reach the know- 
ledge of Mrs. Delaval, ſhe might loſe the 
kind prctectrice her better fortune had ſo 
opportunely afforded her; and the heighten- 
ed color in her cheeks proclaimed that the 
admonition was not premature. 


6 Well, well, reſumed the good lady, 


I ſhall ſay no more now, for I am ſure 


you are a prudent girl by your coming here 
to me. And ſo, my dear, you will conſult 
Jamie Campbell, and let me know what he 
lays; for I am impatient to hear if, with 


what you fo kindly offer to lend me, and my 
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own little mite put to it, we can get to Lon- 
don in any way. I am quite bent upon 
going with you; for J think when the win- 
ter comes on, and it's bitterly cold here, if I 
flay I ſhall catch a fixed rheumatiſm in my 
poor lame leg, and be helpleſs perhaps all 
my life afterwards.” 

&« I fear it will be very inconvenient to 


you to travel juſt now, Madam,” ſaid 
Roſella, who had not till that moment 


thought of the circumſtance. 

„I ſhall not mind that,” replied Mrs. 
Delaval, haſtily, I ſhall not mind that. I 
ſhall not die happy unleſs I ſee poor Sophy 
once again ; and perhaps, poor thing, ſhe 
will know me,, and be glad to ſee me.—But, 
child, I had almoſt forgot to tell you that 
you muſt write what Jamie Campbell fays 


about the coſts of the journey, and give the 


letter with your own hands to Mally, for I 


can truſt her—ſhe is a faithful creature — 1 
am afraid to ſay any thing to Mrs. Mac- 
doual ; it is ſo natural for her to tell her huſ- 


band all ſhe knows, though ſhe never means 
amis. 


- 
8. 
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amiſs. When I get to England, I ſhall not 
want a ſupply of money; for there is a per- 
ſon in London whom I formerly ſerved, who 
will lend me, I am ſure, a reaſonable ſum to 
go on with till my dividend becomes due, 
which will be in leſs than two months; ſo I 
am ealy in that reſpect. And when I get 
back to London, I ſhall not forget, as I ſaid 
before, your kindneſs to me here in a ſtrange 
country, where I am not well looked upon, I 
believe, becaule I was bred up differently as 
to religion ; but I will not be brow-beat out 
of my own way of worſhip, or go to the 
kirks here, when in my own mind J like the 
Church of England beſt, becauſe that is 
the worſhip I have been uſed to. Mr. Mac- 
doual to be ſure may think 3 


The lady of the houſe now ran into the 
room, laying— 


« Come, my poor love, you have had a 
long confab ; it is time for Miſs Mountereſa 
to be gone, for my huſband will be back 

1 | ſhortly 
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ſhortly-and there's Janet as prying as an 
imp; I'm ſure ſhe ſuſpects miſchief, aud 
then her tongue will be at work to tell her 
father all ſo there will be a fine hubbub by 
and by amongſt us!“ 

« will go r ſaid Roſella, 
ſtarting up to prevent the cataſtrophe thus 
foretold. 

«© God bleſs you, my dear!“ ejaculated 


Mrs. Delaval; J am ſorry to let you go 


without your dinner—it ſeems ſo hard to 
ſend you away without aſking you to dine.” 
« Oh if that be all,” interrupted Mrs, 
Macdoual, „I can ſend her ſome porridge 
and a neck-of-mutton bone, without its 
being at all miſſed.“ 
« No, I beg you will not,“ ſaid Roſella ; 
the good woman where I lodge will get me 
ſomething, for ſhe is very obliging.“ 
„Tell her, my dear,” ſaid Mrs. Delaval, 
who appeared much hurt, „that I take it 
very kind of her ; but as to our Scotch por- 
ridge, I am ſure you would not like it—it 
was 
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was a long time before I could get uſed to 5 
it myſelf.“ ; 


Roſella ſecretly hoped that ſhe would not 
much longer be compelled to receive ill- 


treatment and meagre fare; and when, after 


being huſtled out of the houſe, ſhe returned 
to her lodgings, ſhe could not prevail with 
herſelf to eat her own dinner, from the idea 
that would obtrude of Mrs. Delaval's un- 
palatable and embittered meal. 


She forgot not to conſult with Jamie, as 
ſhe had been enjoined to do, who told her 
that he could not at all gueſs at the expence of 
ſuch a long journey, but he promiſed to en- 
quire. When he withdrew, Nancy, who 
had been preſent at the conference, ſaid that 
talking of money put her in mind that ſhe 
had four guineas belonging to her poor Lady, 
who had given her five to keep houſe only 
the day before they left the cottage, and ſhe 
had paid away twenty ſhillings and fix-pence 
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for things had there, which Menie and 


Maciean could prove. 


Roſella was much pleaſed to hear this, 


but deſired her to keep the money and her 
account till they arrived in London, and 


then ſhe would have it ſettled. Not daring, 
- however, to truſt her with Mrs. Delaval's 


ſecret, ſhe did not inform her that ſhe hoped 


to procure her a good place immediately ; 
and Nancy was not at all anxious upon the 


ſubject, as ſhe thought that in London good 
places would infallibly ſhower down ſo faſt, 


that ſhe would have nothing to do but to 


chuſe the moſt agreeable. 


In the afternoon, Roſella condeſcended to 
admit her as a companion in her promenade, 
which would have been a moſt melancholy 
one, had not the promiſed friendſhip of Mrs. 
Delaval intervened to calm her inquietudes 
on her own account ; and her propoſed 
journey to England inſpired her with a 
lively hope that Miſs Beauclerc, by her 


interference, 
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interference, might be reſcued from the power 
of her hateful and ſelfiſh couſin. 


She followed the courſe of the river to- 
wards the Solway Frith, and was. much 
amuſed by the buſy ſcene it preſented ; but 
the delaſſement of the mind will not always 
prevent the feet from tiring, and ſhe was at 
length turning back, when the well-known 
figure of Oberne appeared at a little diſtance 
haſtening to meet her. Roſella was imme- 
diately ſeized with a little trepidation that 
rather retarded her progreſs, and when they 
met, he enquired if ſhe had not too much 


fatigued herſelf. 


Nancy recollecting what ſhe would have 
expected of another, had ſhe been Miſs 
Montreſor, followed the golden rule, and 
very cleverly dropped behind them to ad- 
mire a fiſhing- boat that was paſſing. 


How does the fair Roſella like the old 
aunt ?” continued Oberne ; © but, if I un- 
| derſtand 


I E 


3 — — - 

wg * . 
— 6 

— — — 
„ I by 

Os 

——— 
. 9 


bo Wo” 

— 4 -S$, 
wo, nagar Frog nota 
Bana.” 7 2 
. 


—ä——L 


— 


— 


. 
WS 
— 


. 9 * 

22 — — — = 

* — e * * . . 

DIS ant a es, OO on. . SHNEIA 
- 7 882 — — 


— 
. 
reer 
Pe ns, 
r 
n 


88 
— Fg os 
© W< 


74 ROS ELI. A. 


derſtand right, you are not in the houſe | 
with her. Has ſhe diſappointed. your: ex- 


pectations?“ 

« On the contrary,” returned ſhe, Mrs. 
Delaval is much more favorably diſpoſed 
towards me than I had any reaſon to hope. 
But the family ſhe is with 

% Are devils!” interrupted Oberne.— 
ce You find J have learned ſomething fince I 
entered Dumfries.“ 

« But this circumſtance,” reſumed. Ro- 
ſella, is ſo far in my favor, that I believe 
it will be one motive to induce the poor lady 
to accompany me to London.“ 

If fo,” ſaid he with abrupt gravity, 
e my guardianſhip ends here.“ 
« But not my gratitude,” replied Roſella. 


Oberne turned away, and hummed part ; 


of an air. 
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« 'This ſcene is pleaſing, 
ſuddenly interrupting the melody. 
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« J think it is,” replied Roſella rather 
embarraſſed, and the converſation dropped. 

„When do you quit Dumfries?” en- 
quired he, after an interval of ſeveral mi- 
A | 

« I really do not know: my motions will 
now depend upon the convenience of Mrs. 
Delaval, unleſs my guardian ſends to me in 
the interim; and then, perhaps, ſhe will 
have the ao to make my e 
time her's.” 

« I think I have heard you mention the 
name of your guardian?“ 

« Very likely,” ſaid Roſella innocently z ; 
« it is Ellinger.“ 

And he generally reſides in London ?” 

« Always.” 

In the city perhaps.—I ſuppoſe he is 
ſome monied man who takes great care of 
your fortune.“ 

« And very little of my perſon, I believe 
you think,” returned ſhe; and if that is 
the caſe, his cares are not very extenſive, 
for my fortune is a very ſlender one.” 

E 2 « Be 
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\- © Be thankful,” cried Oberne, that 
you are not curſed with great riches. Iam 


much obliged to my deſtiny likewiſe, that 


ſuch a ſtumbling- block to virtue never lay 
in my way?“ 


Roſella ſmiled, and another pauſe en- 
ſued. 


% Did you ſay,” demanded Oberne ſud- 
denly, „that your guardian, Mr. Ellinger, 
lived in the city?“ 

« He lives in Chancery-lane,” replied 
ſhe. 

„ Horrid place!” exclaimed Oberne ; 
« | never hear the name of it but I inſtantly 
recolle& an atrocious old villain, who re- 
ceived ten guineas for ſcribbling over an in- 
fernal parchment ſo careleſſly that it more 
than half ruined me; and when I remon- 
ſtrated unon his negligence, he afforded me 
the particular conſolation of learning that he 
had never practiſed in that particular line, 


and had merely done it to oblige me!“ 
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et ] never ſuffered in the ſame way, faid 
Roſella, ſmiling, „but I diſlike the place, I 
think, as much as you do.” 

«© Do you then live there?“ 

I called it my home,” ſhe replied, fgh-! 
ing; © but the friendſhip with which Miſs 
Bzauclerc has diſtinguiſhed me from child- 
hood, withdrew me from a refidence I could 
not love.” : 


The enquiries he had made led her to re- 
fle& upon the peculiarities of her ſituation ; 
and his ſurpriſe on finding that Mr. Ellinger's. 
abode was ber's, brought to her imagination. 
a circumſtance that had never before ap- 
peared ſo ſingular to her :—ſhe- had never 
heard of one relative, either of the family of 
her father or her mother ; and ſome vague 
conjectures floated on her mind, concerning 
the pretended diſcovery of Miſs Beauclerc's 
affinity. 


1 thought when I met you,” ſaid 
Oberne, breaking the filence, © that we had 
E 3 e 
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been much farther. from the town. How is Dat 
it that we have already reached it ?” ther 
Thad the ſame idea of its diſtance,” fſinc 


obſerved Roſella; „ we were both miſ- wilt 
taken.“ 8 


« Lord! I thought for my part,” ex- | L 
claimed Nancy, who had now approached . wit! 
them, © that we ſhould never get here; but | refle 
there is nothing like chatting and pleaſant the 
company to be ſure, to paſs the time away.“ ner, 
i ite 


Roſella bluſhed; and Oberne heard the 
obſervation in ſilence, which N ancy thought 
very odd, becauſe he was ſuch a pleaſant 
gentleman that had always ſomething merry 


to ſay. 


When they were near the habitation of 
Jamie Campbell, Roſella turned to him, and 
laid ſhe muſt wiſh him good evening. 


&« I wiſh you ten thouſand,” returned he: 

« do not however imagine this farewel is to 
laſt for a year or two. I ſhall remain at 
ö Dumfries, 


. 
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wis Dumfries, I believe, till you leave it, and 
then we will ſee which of us, with equal 

de, WM fincerity, can outvie the other in good 
niſ- WW wiſhes.” 1 
ex- He then ſuffered her to walk forward 
hed without him; and ſhe could not forbear 
but reflecting, for ſome time afterwards, upon 
ant the variations in his countenance and man- 
y.“ ner, which had taken place during their 
FF interview. 
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CHAP. IV. 


Fareuel wifhes== A reſcue from the tyranny of very hum # ul 
ble friends p 5 k 


WIIrN ſhe retired to her apartment, . deli 
Mrs. Campbell entered, to ſay that Jamie der 
had been at home, and left word for the | 
young lady that Mrs. Fraſer, the merchant's | 
3 weef, had been to London, ſome years back, cou 
4 for five pounds ; but that every thing was bel 
Þ dearer now; and beſides ſhe had a large trel 
family of children, and only the ſhop to live | 

upon, 1o ſhe went as cheap as 4 prudent . 1 
woman could do. = wil 
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Roſella was pleaſed with this ſtatement, 
which did not overthrow the plan of Mrs. 


Delaval, even if her eagerneſs to leave Dum- 


fries ſhou!d induce her to begin the journey, 
before Mr. Ellinger's economic deliberations 


had arrived at an active concluſion. 


It was twilight when Mally ſtole in to 
ſay, the young leddy maun gie her the latter 


noo, for ſhe munna ſta, or her maiſter wad 


raiſe the deil in the hooſe; and Roſella hav- 
ing fortunately juſt written a billet to Mrs. 
Delaval, gave it to the girl, with a charge to 
deliver it privately, which Mally already un- 
derſtood ſhe was to do. 


Much however as ſhe was hurried, ſhe 
could not forbear ſtaying to tell Jamie Camp- 
bell's wife, that, e'er fin yeſtreen, poor Maiſ- 
treſs Dalaval had led the leefe of a dog. 


Roſella overheard this intelligence, and 
wiſhed ſhe could have applied a pair of wings 
to Mally's feet, 


that the poor old lady 
might 
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might the ſooner learn the information ſhe 


carried. 


She would not venture the next morning 
to approach Macdoual's houſe, but waited 


at home in the hope that Mrs. Delava! would 


find an opportunity of ſending to her; nor 


was ſhe miſtaken— Mally came with a note, 


but could not wait for an anſwer, not even a 
verbal one. 


The billet informed Roſella that after re- 
ceiving her's, ſne had plucked up courage, 
and mentioned her intention to Mr, Mac- 
doual ; but whether he imagined the was 
not in earneſt, or that be thought this ſud- 


den reſolution was a mere whim that would 


never be put in practice, ſhe could not tell, 
but he had taken no notice of what ſhe {aid 
any further than by being in a worſe humour 
than uſual; and that ſhe was lo anxious to 
be gone before the ſtorm broke, that ſhe 
would try to be ready on the following day, 
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though ſhe feared there would be ſome dif- 
ficulty in getting out of the houſe, 


Roſella thought ſo too; but ſhe was ra- 
ther encouraged in the afternoon, to learn 
by Mally, who returned to know if ſhe 
could leave Dumfries by the time mention- 
ed, that Mr. Macdoual had gone a journey, 
and his wife could not tell where, only ſhe 
thought it muſt be to Gallowway ; and there 
had been a great brawl amoong 'em aw, and 
the had heard her maiſtreſs cry and bewail 
herſel, becauſe her maiſter had not left ony 
filler to buy victuals, and poor Mrs. Dalaval 
had nae ony to gie her. 


Roſella eaßly diſcerned the meaning of 
this: Macdouat wiſhed to try if his inmate 
bad any {ecret hoard by her, which he ima- 
gined the diſtreſs of the moment would make 
her betray-—a circumſtance he would not 
long be ignorant of, notwithſtanding his 
pretended abſence ; and that if he were aſ- 
lured ſhe was actually deſtitute of money, 

E6 he 
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he would ſtay out of the way to avoid any 
application, until the fancy of returning to 
England died away. Roſella wrote there- 
fore, a haſty note to Mrs. Delaval, entreating 
her to perſevere in her aſſertion that ſhe had 
no caſh by her, and to keep ſecret the time 
of her quitting Dumfries. 


She had ſcarcely diſpatched Mally back 
with it, when a ſtranger enquired of Nancy 
at the door for Miſs Mlontreſor; ſhe ran 
in to Roſella, and replied to her queſtions, 
that he was an elderly man, very plain in 
his dreſs, and that he did not look very 
good-humoured. 


Who can this be?“ thought Roſella; 
and the ſcene at Dunkeld ruſhing into her 
memory, ſhe dreaded the malice of Mac- 
doual, and trembled leſt this perſon ſhould 
be an emiſſary of vengeance. She imagined 
however that ſhe muſt ſee him, and deſired 
Nancy to introduce him 1nto a little parlour 
ſhe occupied. 
2 


As 


t! 
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As he entered, ſhe beheld a man in the 
decline of life, as Nancy had deſcribed him, 
of a very ſedate aſpect, who preſented her a 
letter from Mr. Mordaunt, and ſaid he had 
been commiſſioned by him to conduct her 
and her attendant to London. The heart 
of Roſella beat with delight on hearing this 


propitious ſentence, and ſhe haſtily tore open 


her letter, which ſhe found to be kind and 
even paternal. He promiſed to explain when 


they met why he had not replied to her ap- 


plication, which had not nevertheleſs been 
neglected; he lamented the many unplea- 
ſant circumſtances that had befallen her, 
mentioned that Mr. Ellinger had commu- 
nicated her laſt letter to him, and deſired 
her to return immediately to England, when 
he hoped to arrange matters upon a better 


plan in future, and he would exert himſelf 


to obliterate the milchieyous effects of the 


paſt. 


Roſella was ſo charmed with this proof of 
the good man's regard, that even his meſ- 
feng. 


* 
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ſenger, Mr. Williams, appeared to her a ce 
ſuperior ſort of beneficent being ;—ſhe en- 2 4 
treated that he would fit, and take ſome re- Ma 
freſhment.; but the latter part of the re- bee 
queſt he declined, laying. he had ordered a qui 
dinner at an inn. 55 As wa) 
I tur . fed 
She then mentioned, that if he ſhould pot and 
be too much fatigued on the following day |M her 
or the day after, to reſume his journey, ſne tio 
ſhould wiſh to comply with Mr. Mordaunt's Rl 
injunction of an immediate return; and that 
having received a propoſal from Mrs. Delava! wi 
of travelling with her, ſhe hoped ſhe might me 
be ſo far indulged as to accept it. | -— 
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Mr. Williams, who was deſcribed in the m 
letter Roſella had juſt read, to be the father | pa 
of a family, and a confidential agent of ot 
the writer, after a moment of conſideration, | pe 
ſaid that he ſuppoſed Mr. Mordaunt could . 

not but highly approve of ſuch a circum. |} CC 
ſtance, which he thought had the appear- 33 

ance of being a very deſirable thing. 5 
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« J was ſurpriſed, Madam,“ added he, 
© at not finding you with the lady at Mr. 
Macdoual's, whither indeed I have not yet 
been ; for I happened, by accident, to en- 
quire of a girl coming out of this houſe, the 
way I ought to take, which I could not per- 
fectly underſtand from the people of the inn, 
and I accidentally diſcovered that you lodged 
here, which ſaved me an uſeleſs peregrina- 
tion.“ 


Roſella, in reply, made him acquainted 
with the ſituation of Mrs. Delaval, and the 
any diſtreſſing cauſes that forced her to 
return to England; and Mr, Williams liſ- 
tened with evident indignation and aſtoniſh- 
ment at the villanous machinations of one 
party, and the helpleſs imbecility of the 
other. He thought it adviſable to take the 
poor lady immediately out of the hands of 
the Macdouals, and promiſed Roſella to ac- 
company her the next morning to their houſe, 


to endeavor to effect this. But he much 


doubted, from the account of her diſaſter, 
: which 
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which Roſella had not omitted, whether ſhe 
would be able to travel at any rate; and he 


propoſed, when he had dined, to look out 
for a more eligible and ſpacious lodging 


where Mrs. Delaval and herſelf might con- 


tinue to reſide, if his ſurmiſes were juſt. 


Mr. Williams then withdrew, leaving 


Roſella much more tranquil than ſhe had 
found herſelf for {ome time paſt. 


She would not in the evening repeat her 
walk, leſt (he ſhould appear to ſeek Oberne ; 
but ſhe felt this ſelf-denial more forcibly 
than ſhe would confeſs to herſelf, and was 
not in very good ſpirits, when Nancy ſud» 
denly introduced him without any previous 
ceremony, as ſhe imagined ſuch a kind 
friend ſhould not be treated like any body 
one did nct care for. 


<« J hear,” ſaid he gravely, that your 
eſcort 1s arrived ; perhaps you can now tell 


me when you leave Dumfries.” | 
Fog | Roſella 


lla 
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Roſella repeated the converſation ſhe had 
had with Mr. Williams concerning the poor 


ff lady at Macdoual's, and added that her de- 


parture {till 2 upon her. 
«& My enquiry,” reſumed Obere « was 
merely from idle curioſity, I believe; for as 
I now conſider you to be ſafe in harbour, I 
am come only with the intention of bidding 


you adieu.—I mult haſten to London.” 


Roſella felt the color fade on bercheoks 


« Are you going . yy aſked 
ſhe, hardly knowing what ſhe ſaid. 

1 ſhall ſet off the moment I leave you, 
replied Oberne ; then aſſuming a gayer air, 
« and yet,” he added, © my buſineſs, when 


I arrive in London, will not be of a kind to 


reward {ſuch expedition; for, to ſay the 
truth, I have by ſome means, I cannot ex- 
actly ſay how, played the devil, and lett 
myſelf the pleaſant alternative of ſtarving in 
England, or accepting a commiſſion in a re- 

giment 
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giment ordered to the Weſt Indies, which 


my generous and diſintereſted maven very 
obligingly offers to procure me,” 


« You are not going to the Weſt Indies?” 
| faid Roſella, with an aſpect of concern. 


Lou would not wiſh to ſee me ſweeping 
the ſtreets!“ returned he, making an un- 
ſucceſsful effort to appear lively. 

Lou ſhock me!” exclaimed Roſella, 


ſhuddavine inyoluntarily. 


I will endeavor to ſhock you no 
longer, replied he, taking her hand: „re- 


ceive then my parting wiſhes for your future 


undiſturbed peace of mind, your happineſs, 


and proſperity. Do not wholly exclude the 
| giddy, the imprudent Oberne from your 


recollection; and wherever his deſtiny or his 


follies ſhall have baniſhed him, he will not 
be entirely miſerable,” 


At the concluſion of this ſpeech be kiſſed 
the hand he held, and ſuddenly left her; 
whilſt Roſella remained in ſuch confuſion, 
ſuch ſurpriſe, ſuch * at his departure, 
: | | that 
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that ſhe attempted no reply whilſt he was 
ſtill in fight, and when ſhe could no longer 
diſcern him, ſhe exclaimed with Orlando 
« Can I not ſpeak to him—can I not ſay 
TH Cr = 


All that was amiable in the character of 
Oberne roſe to her remembrance—all that 
ſhe had originally diſapproved in it, had, for 
ſome time paſt, faded from her memory; and 
ſhe wept that a diſpoſition ſo unaffectedly 
generous, a nature ſo open, ſo frank, ſo un- 
diſguiſed, ſhould be accompanied by ſuch a 
careleſs and incorrigible negligence to the 
attention every man ſhould render to his 
circumſtances, if he would preſerve amidſt 
his fellow-beings of the ſame gradation of 
rank, an independence of opinion, of con- 
duct, and of ſituation. Jo 
[4 
It was late before ſhe retired to reſt ; and 
ere her eye-lids- cloſed in ſleep, a violent 


ſtorm of wind, of rain, of lightning, amd | 


tremendous 
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tremendous thunder, made her tremble for 


the unhappy traveller, whom ſhe repreſented 
to herſelf on his paſſage acroſs. the Solway 


Frith, expoſed to the heightened fury of the 


tempeſt, 


The moſt unpleaſant images troubled her 
repoſe after the ſubſiding of this jar of ele- 


ments; and ſhe had ſcarcely breakfaſted the 
next morning, when Mr. Williams appeared 
to attend her to Macdoual's. 


4 


: He had brought with Kira a poſt-chaiſe, 
to convey: Mrs. Delaval from the ſcene of 
purgatorial diſcord and civil war, in which 


| ſhe had exiſted ſo many years; and Roſella 
feeling but half aſſured from his protection, 


and more than half fearful of the brutality 
of Macdoual ſhould he be returned, the 
hyena lamentations of his wife, and the cla- 


mor of their hopeful progeny, ſtepped into 
it, to be the ſooner conveyed to the ſcene of 
contention, and as ſhe hoped, the ſooner 


conveyed from it. 


Mr, 
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Mr. Williams rung at the bell ſeveral 
times unattended to; and at length, tired of 
an application ſo fruitleſs, he entered a paſ- 
ſage, and opening a ſitting- room, beheld 
Mrs. Delaval, ſuch from the deſcription of 
Roſella he concluded her to be, weeping 
very tenderly over her friend, whom ſhe re- 
peatedly promiſed to remember in her will, 
and to remit to her what ſums ſhe could 
ſpare from her yearly expenditure. 


« I have taken the liberty of interrupting 
you, Madam,” ſaid Mr. Williams, © to in- 
form you that Miſs Montreſor is at the door. 


She is in a carriage, which perhaps you would 


wiſh to make uſe of in your removal; but 
ſhe deſires me to ſay ſhe will await your 
leiſure, if you are not quite ready to accom- 


pany her.” 


« Yes,” cried Mrs. Delaval eagerly, © I 
am quite ready!“ | 

« Oh, for God's ſake, don't go!” ex- 
claimed Mrs, Macdoual ; I ſhall die with 


grief 
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grief if I loſe you; and beſides my huſband 
will kill me for letting you go!“ | 


This double menace of dying with grief, 
and being killed into the bargain, appeared 
very much to diſtreſs poor Mrs. Delaval, 


who endeavored however to conſole her, 


by ſaying ſhe would write very often, and 


{till repeating that ſhe would not forget her 


promiſes. 


% And what ſignifies writing,“ retorted 
the afflicted lady, when I ſhan't have mo- 
ney to pay for your letters. — Oh dear, dear! 
Mr. Macdoual will be worſe than ever; and 


J and my poor children won't have rags to 


cover us, nor victuals to put into our 
mouths !”? [= h 


Mrs. Delaval could not hear this doleful 
prophecy without weeping anew ; and Mr. 


Williams, fearing that ber reſolution would 


yield to a momentary compaſſion, thought 
proper to interpole. 
EE, J un- 


band 
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« ] underſtood, Madam,“ ſaid he, ad- 
dreſſing Mrs. Macdoual, * that this lady 
wiſhed to return to her native air for the 
benefit of her health, which Miſs Montreſor 
thought had been injured.“ 

« No!” replied ſhe, in all the fury of 
impotent paſſion, to which a weak mind 
will yield itſelf, No! it is becauſe that 
Miſs has wheedled herſelf into favor, and 
can't bear that J and my children ſhould be 


bettered as well as herſelf !—I wiſh I had 


known her fawning tricks, and ſhe ſhould 
as ſoon have flown up to the moon, as have 
come into this houſe, mincing and carny- 
ing !—But I ſhall let her know that I have 
had Mrs. Delaval for my friend theſe twenty 
years and more; and every body mult ſay I 
have, a better right to keep her here in my 
family, than that girl _ to take her 
away!“ 

« It appears to me, Madam,” ſaid the 
gentleman gravely, * that you are arguing 
and planning without conſulting the incli- 
nations or convenience of your friend ; and 

| indeed 


95  ROSELLA. 


indeed you are not paying a grateful compli- 
ment to the underſtanding of Mrs. Delaval, 
by ſuppoſing that, if her own affairs did not 


lead her to undertake the journey to England, 


the perſuaſion of a young lady, almoſt a 
ſtranger to her, would have ſufficient weight 
to carry her thither.“ 

e Then, if ſhe is a ſtranger, returned 
Mrs. Macdoual, in a crying voice, why 
does my poor dear want to go with her, away 
from us all ?—She uſed to hate ſtrangers fo 
much, that we none of us thought of her 


9 


playing us this trick. — And then, what af- 


fairs can ſhe have in England? Don't my 


huſband manage all her affairs |—I'm ſure 


ſhe has never any trouble with her money.— 
But pray, Sir, who may you be?“ 

« I am a plain man, Madam,” replied 
Mr. Williams calmly, © which you may 
eaſily diſcern ; and I endeavor to be an 
honeſt-man. The guardian of Miſs Mon- 
treſor, and another perſon intereſted in her 
welfare, have employed me to conduct her 
to them, —This, Madam, and what the 
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meſſage I brought from the young lady im- 
plies, is all, I preſume, that you wiſh to be 


acquainted with.” | 


« The meſſage from her truly! Yes, a 
fine meſlage from her ;—and you, Sir, may 
take one from me- ſo pray tell her ſhe is a 
wheedling, good-for-nothing, young viper!“ 

My dear, my.dear !” exclaimed Mrs. 
Delaval, „I mult ſay this is not pretty !—I 
muſt ſay | 

«© What,” interrupted the poor woman, 
wiping the dew from her forehead, * is ſhe 
to come to take the bread out of my mouth, 
and an't I to ſpeak ?” 


35 


Several ſcreams, that appeared to proceed 


from the ſpot where Roſella was waiting, now 


attracted the immediate attention of Mrs. 
Delaval, who was too well enabled to gueſs 
what the outcry meant. 


« Oh my God!” cried ſhe, turning pale, 
ce thoſe young furies are murdering the poor 
child!“ 8 
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Mr. Williams haſtily left the room to pro- be 


tect her, and found that the Miſs Mac- di 
douals had ſurrounded the chaiſe, armed Wi 
with ſtones and bricks, which they had been | Ju 
indefatigable in collecting from the moment ec 


it arrived; and having at length procured a 
ſufficient quantity of ammunition, they had 


begun the attack by a general diſcharge of | w. 
artillery, in which the poſt- boy had received IM fle 
a contuſion on the head, and one of the win- ar 
dows of the chaiſe was ſhivered to pieces. | ac 

= . : po 
Fortunately Roſella had found her atten- ve 
tion excited by the employment the young We 


ladies had ſo eagerly followed from her firſt 
ap.earanct, and thinking it a very ſuſpicious 


one, had haſtily put up the blinds, before dc 
ſhe hail ſuffered any further injury than an ey 
incoatiderable bruiſe on the arm. 0 
Li th 

The driver, enraged at the aſſault, had to 
renel.ed it by force, and employed the thick ITE 
"end of his whip to revenge the damage he loi 


had iutiucd ; but the Miſs Macdouals had 
been 


door with the 4 
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been too well accuſtomed to their father's 


diſcipline to ſhrink at this, and the man 
would probably have received further in- 
jury, had not Mr. Williams nne 


4 ſeconded him. 


Mrs. Macdoual herſelf likewiſe ran out, 


whole inflamed paſſions requiring a vent, ſhe 


flew at her daughters, buffetted their faces, 
and tore off their hair with a violence of 
action that ſhocked every beholder, accom- 
panying the unmatronly correction with 1n- 
vectives, which though they were deſerved, 
were not the leſs ungrateful to the ear. 


In the interim Mrs. Delaval crept to the 
znce of Mally, who was 
ever ready to attehd her; and invigorated 
for the moment, by her terrors for Roſell la, 
the poor lady had even approached the chaiſe 
to diſcover if ſhe yet exiſted. Mr. Wil- 
liams {aw that this opportunity was not to be 


loſt. 


= 
F 2 C You : 
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cc You are not ſafe, Madam,” ſaid ne, of 
with ſuch people as theſe ! Let me put 4 p 
you into the chaiſe.” ſup 


« Is the young lady there?“ aſked ſhe, ⁶ T7 
with a trembling voice ; © have they not 


a | cau 
maimed her?“ and 
1 hope not but it is impoſſible to ſay 2 
what their renewed violence may not effect.“ whe 


Let us be gone,“ whiſpered Mrs. De- 
laval, with increaſing tremor, let us be | 7 
gone !—My clothes may be ſent for.—I had WM x. 
rather loſe every thing than ſuffer any miſ- 
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chief to happen to that good young crea- W 3 
ture ! | the 

55 5 the 

1 Mr. Williams called to the driver, who een 
inſtantly obeyed the ons; they raiſed i 
the lady between thneer into the chaiſe, ſped 
Mr. Williams followed, and they were al- to] 
moſt out of fight before Mrs. Macdoual was unp 
tenfible of the evaſion of her poor dear. | wiſe 


-— 


When Mrs. Dela al no longer beheld the in 
7 : > 
. pot where ſhe had lingered lo many years to 


of 
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of taſteleſs exiſtence, ſhe ſeemed to breathe 
a purer air; hereſpirits, lightened of an in- 
ſupportable load, gave freſh animation to 


her countenance; and Roſella, the latent 
cauſe of her emancipation, roſe in her eſteem _ 
and affection in proportion as ſhe felt a 


return of peace and eaſe to a boſom from 


_ whence they had long been baniſhed. | 


Mr. Williams was, beſides what he had 
deſcribed himſelf to be in an{wer to the 
enquiry of Mrs. Macdoual, a man of quick 


apprehenſion and diſcernment : he knew of 8 


the hiſtory of Roſella, as much as related to 
the unfortunate conſequences of the eccen- 


tricity of Miſs Beauclerc, and preſaged many 


advantages from the acquiſition of ſo fe. 
ſpectable a chaperone, with whom her return 


i 


to London would be diveſted of almoſt every 
unpleaſant circumſtance which might other- 


wite have attended it. He placed Mrs, De- 


laval and her young companion in the lodg- 
ings he had provided, and ſent for Nancy 
to. attend thein, whilſt he went to Jamie 

4 Campbell's 
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Campbell's to forward the baggage of Rofella | 
to her new abode, and diſcharge the debt ſhe | 


had incurred by her refidenee there; from 
thence he proceeded to Macdoual's, to de- 
mand the trunks and packages of their late 1n- 
mate, for which purpoſe he hired a horſe and 
cart to follow him. 


Roſella meantime, exerted herſelf to ſet- 


tle Mrs. Delaval in her apartment ; and as 


ſhe obſerved that the ſmalleſt motion of her 
leg was attended with a pain the poor lady 
could not ſuppreſs ſome indications of feel- 
ing, ſhe begged to know what was uſually 
done ets 5 it. 


The ſufferer declined however, having 


«id i any thing done till Nancy came; but Roſella 


would not admit of the delay, and till urg- 


ing her enquiry, ſhe at length diſcovered 


that Mrs. Macdoual had been both nurſe and 


ſurgeon, and that her attendance and re- 
medies had been flight indeed. Shocked at 


ſuch cruel negle&, ſhe inſtantiy teat for the 
beſt 


EX 
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peſt medical aſſiſtance the place afforded, not : 
without oppoſition on the part of Mrs. De- 
laval, who bade her to reflect upon the ex- 


pence of ſurgeons, and that if their ſtock | 


of caſh ſhould be leflened, how ſhould they 
get to England; for ſhe was certain, ſhe 
ſaid, Macdoual would be fo enraged, that he 


would not let her have any part of the money 
ſhe had lent him. 


Roſella took this opportunity of preſent- 


ing her the ſum ſhe had accepted of Mr. 


Crauturd, which was yet entire, telling her 
in what manner it had become her's, and in- 
forming her that Mr. Williams would de- 
fray her own expences and thoſe of Nancy. 
Mrs. Delaval was much relieved by this 4 


conſolatory intelligence, and her only con- 


cern now was, the apprehenſion of not being 


able to travel immediately. 


W 


i 1 never felt my poor leg ſo bad before 
exclaimed ſhe ; © if you ſhould be obhged | 
F 4 | 40 5 
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to go without me, what would become of 


$97 


me | 
* Depend upon it,“ ſaid Roſella warmly, 
« I would not leave Dumfries unleſs you are 
in a fituation to go likewiſe !—No, dear 
Madam, after what I have witnefled, I ſhould 
think myſelf wanting in gratitude to Miſs 


Beauclerc if I did not attend upon you to 


England 


* I thank you a thouſand times, my dear 


child,” replied Mrs. Delaval ; ** you are ſo 


tender and fo kind, that I ſhould be very 


ſorry to part with you, even if I did not fear 


that Mr. Macdoual would try to get me 
back. I thought your guardian would not 


ſuffer you to ſtay perhaps.“ 


Roſella endeavored to re- aſſure ber o 


this point, and at length ſucceeded in calm- 
ing her inquietude before the arrival of the 
ſurgeon ſhe had ſent for. He ordered imme- 
diateand repeated fomentations to the injured 
part, recommended a nouriſhing diet, and 


"forbade all motion that could irritate it. 


Thus 
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Thus was the journe ey poſitively poſtponed 


for ſome time, to the extreme mortification 
of Mrs. Delaval, who ardently deſired to 


quit Dumfries. 


It was almoſt three hours before Mr. Wil- 
liams returned with her effects; but he had 
brought them all, for the invalid had a 
friend in Mally, to whom at parting, ſhe 
had been liberal in ſpite of apprehended 
poverty; and the girl would not ſuffer any 
thing to be detained by her miſtreſs, whom 
ſhe very little feared or conſidered 1 in the ab- 
ſence of Macdoual. 


Mr. Williams ſaid he had had — dif- 
ficulty in accompliſhing his errand; but he 
declined at preſent entering into unpleaſant 
details. Be had heard enough however, 
to induce him to take up his abode in the 
ſame houſe with the injured lady; as Mac- 


 doual had been ſent to, and his return home: 


expected every hour. 


Þ 5 Roſella 
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Roſella having communicated to him the 


injunctions of the ſurgeon, he wrote the 


ſame evening to Mr. Mordaunt, ſtating the 

circumſtances that detained Miſs Montreſor 
and himſelf, and deſiring inſtructions for his 
future proceedings. | 


He was not miſtaken in ſuppoſing that 
Macdoual would endeavor to ſee Mrs. De- 
laval ; but as the had begged that he might 
not have accels to her, Mr. Williams took 
Precautions to prevent him from ſucceeding ; 
and when he found that the efforts of his 
wife, who was more fortunate, failed in the 
great point of drawing the poor lady back 
to his dwelling, he at length left her to a 
late repoſe, with a ſelf- congratulation that 
be had loft no time whilſt it was his good 
fortune to retain her in his power. 


By the cares of Roſella and Nancy, and 


the attendance of the ſurgeon, every dan- 
gerous {ymptom was ſoon removed, which 
ne2lect and agitation of mind had produced 

6 £ in 
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in the invalid. Her general health amended 
viſibly, and, in ſpite of the recollection of 
poor Sophy, ſhe was ſometimes cheertul. 


] ſeem, my dear,” ſhe often ſaid to her 
young companion, * to be in heaven l feel 


ſo calm and fo eaſy I don't know what I 


can do to requite you for your goodnels to 
me. However, I will not forget poor Mrs. 
Macdoual ; for though ſhe is a little haſty '* 


and paſſionate, ſhe is much to be pitied, and 


was always more civil to me than the reſt of 
the family.” 


Roſella could not forbear thinking that 
this kind intention was but little merited ; 
but ſhe was far from preſuming to oppoſe 
it, and generally received the intimation in 
lence. 
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CHAP. V. 


A phyſician's fiat—reformation in the houſehold of a 
lady of ſentiment. 


IN a few days an anſwer arrived from Mr. 
Mordaunt, who, exceſſively approved what 
had been done with regard to Mrs. Delaval. 
He hinted at the extreme importance the 
continuance of her friendſhip would be of 
to Roſella, and as Mr. Williams had men- 
tioned that ſhe was deſtitute of money, from 
the encroachments the Macdouals had made 

upon her income, he deſired Roſella would 
inform her that ſhe muſt confider Mr. Wil- 
liams as her banker; who had received in- 
ſtructions, by the fame poſt, to ſupply the 
' good 
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good lady with caſh for her immediate uſe, 
and for the expences 'of her journey ; and 
he was likewiſe directed to remain at Dum- 
fries until ſhe could be removed, 


In Mr. Mordaunt's letter to Roſella, he 
further deſired her to inform the aunt of Miſs 
Beauclerc, that her guardian conſented to her 


reſidence with heraslong as it ſhould be agree- 
able to either party. And Roſella was now fo 


much attached to the invalid, by the mildneſs 
of her temper, the ſimplicity of her manners, 
and the goodneſs of her heart, that ſhe was 
herſelf delighted with the permiſſion, and 
haſtened to impart it to her. 

Mrs. Delaval wept from ſatisfaction; ſhe 
no longer feared the diminution of her little 
ſtock of money. Nancy was inſtalled into 
her ſervice in due form, and in leſs than a 
tortnight ſhe was enabled to move ſouthward 
by ealy ſtages. But when ſhe found herſelf 
once more on Engliſh ground, ſhe forgot all 
her ailments z and a letter meeting her at 

Carliſle 
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Carliſle from Mr. Mordaunt, to haſten her 
journey, by the intelligence it communi- 


cated that he much doubted the inſanity of 


her niece from the reſult of ſome informa- 
tion he had been folicitous to obtain, and 
that her preſence might be extremely uſeful, 
ſhe would no longer be reſtrained by ſelf- 
conſideration from advancing with a rapidity 
highly infprudent : yet the repreſentations 
of Mr. Williams, and the entreaty of Ro- 
ſella, could not engage her to moderate it. 


& What was her worthleſs life,” ſhe ſaid, 


*in compariſon with the hope of alleviating 


the confinement of poor Sophy, or freeing 
her from the power of a mercenary villain, 
if there were no juſt grounds for it.” 


By the time they reached. London, the 
injury her leg had originally ſuſtained, wore 
the ſame appearance, and was ſtill more 


painful than it had been at Dumfries. 


Roſella was much alarmed and afflicted, and 
only the preſence of Mr, Mordaunt, who 
welcomed 


* 


ti 
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welcomed them to England, when they ar- 


rived at the apartments he had engaged for 
the immediate uſe of Mrs. Delayal, could 
for a moment divert her thoughts from the 
melancholy preſages that perpetually occu- 
pied them. 


The good old man embraced Roſella with 
paternal affection, and congratulated her 
that ſhe had replaced by her merit, the 
friend of which misfortune had robbed 
her. 


« I cannot part with her,” interrupted 


Mrs. Delaval; „ you muſt not take her 


from me. I believe ſhe has ſaved my life 
and of this Jam very ſure, that ſhe contri- 
butes much to my happineſs!“ 


Mr. Mordaunt was pleaſed at this intima- 
tion of the favor with which Roſeila was 
viewed by her ancient friend. 
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4 I12 ROSELLA. 

* % This good girl,” ſaid he, © will I am R 
] ſure, accept with great ſatisfaction the kind queſ 
1 protection you offer ner.” cacy 
. | ener 

Roſella had no difficulty in declaring that 
ſhe received it with gratitude and delight: 8 
but the regret this arrangement renewed Mor 
for the misfortune of her firſt friend, forced {elf t 
the tears into her eyes, which ſhe was villa 
careful, however, to conceal from Mrs. et! 
Delaval. ER - : out: 
„This affair then,” reſumed Mr. Mor- H 
daunt, being ſo ſatisfactorily adjuſted, I | had 
muſt now claim a promiſe of Roſella, that mn 
{he will ſteal an hour to-morrow to viſit my ploy 
ſiſter, and acknowledge that I have per- be ft 

formed a commiſſion with which ſhe entruſt- 
ed me, to requeſt that our young friend YT 
would favor her with her company for a few ſane 
months, unleſs any other engagement pre- truf 
vented her compliance.“ teac 
5 eſtal 


Roſella, has 


* ; 


Roſella, who imagined this pretended re- 
queſt was merely the reſult of his own deli- 
cacy and good-will, thanked him with much 
energy, and promiſed to attend to his hint. 


I ſhall ſend Philip for you,” ſaid Mr. 
Mordaunt ; for you muſt accuſtom your- 
{elf to recollect that you are not in a country 
village, and that in this noiſy place you muſt 


not indulge in contemplative rambles with- 


out an Efquire 1n your ſuite.” 


— 


He then informed Mrs. Delaval that he 
had begun a proceeding againſt Mr. Briſtock, 
in which he had taken the liberty of em- 
ploying her name, and he hoped it would 


be ſucceſsful. 


„If,“ he added, “your niece is really 


ſane, which I have ſome reaſon to ſuppoſe, I 


truſt that her-paſt danger will henceforth 


teach her to pay a little more deference to the 


eſtabliſhed uſages of ſociety than I hear ſhe 
has lately done.” 


Roſella 
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Roſella colored at the concluſion of this 
3 © ſpeech, and felt as though it had glanced at 
her; but Mr. Mordaunt bade her adieu 
with the ſame friendly aſpect with which he 
had accoſted her, and a ſudden apprehen- 
ſion ſhe had conceived, that her laſt inter- 
views with Oberne had reached his ears, ſub- 


ded, 


The following morning, at the requeſt of 
Mrs. Delaval, ſhe wrote two or three notes in 
her name: one of them was addreſſed to a 

perſon who had formerly conducted her affairs, 
and the others to ſome female friends, with 
whom ſhe had aſſociated on intimate terms 

before Mrs. Macdoual had ſo as en- 
— her favor. 


* * hd, 


A porter was diipatched with them to 
their ſeveral deſtinations ; but, alas! it was 
found that only the man-zot buſineſs re- 
mained in the fame ſituation in which Mrs. 
Delaval had left hi twenty years back; and 
the reaſon perhaps was, that not being then 

a young 
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a young man, he had already made his bed 
in the ſame corner for almoſt the ſame 
number of years. The ladies were either 
dead, or had quitted London to Tabithiſe 
at Bath, or had dropped into dowager's quar- 
ters, where dowager's incomes would ſup- 
port them. 


ROSELLA. 


Mrs. Delaval raiſed her hands. and eyes, 
exclaiming with a look of conſternation 


Little did I think when I left London, 
that at my retura I ſhould find things fo 
changed !—Baut if I can but ſee poor Sophy 
once more in her ſenſes, and you, my dear 
Roſella, are not tired of Raging with me, 1 
{hall be happy ſtill.“ 


Roſella aſſured her, and with ſincerity, of 
her attachment: and it was not by words 
only that ſhe choſe to demonſtrate it; for 
ſince their departure from Dumfries ſhe had 
been indefatigable herſelf, and as conſtantly 
directed the cares of Nancy, to fulfil the 

preſcriptions 
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Preſcriptions of the medical perſon there; 
and perhaps without her unceaſing atten- 


tions, poor Mrs. Delaval had never reached 
London. Vet ſpite of her efforts, ſpite of a 


night of repoſe undiſturbed, the countenance 


of the invalid exhibited when ſhe roſe, thoſe; 
figns of half-concealed pain the affection of 
Roſella had taught her to diſcern, and ſhe 
had given an additional commithon to the 
porter, to call at the houſe of Dr. D ; 
who had attended the family of Mr. Beau- 
clerc, and. whoſe addreſs ſhe well remember- 
ed, with a requeſt to viſit Mrs. Delaval im- 
mediately. | 


It happened fortunately that Dr. D-—— 
recollected the name of the lady he was thus 
unexpectedly called upon to attend ; and he 
obeyed the ſummons before Roſella was com- 
pelled to leave the houſe. She was preſent 


at the interview, and was much pleaſed to 


obſerve that the face of Mrs. Delaval bright- 
ened on finding herſelf addreſſed by an old 
acquaintance ; but her ſatisfaction was com- 

| pletely 
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ROS ELLA. WW 


pletely damped when the Doctor, whom ſhe 
attended into an anti-chamber, replied to 
her enquiries that he feared no effort of {kill 
or attention could do more than ſooth the 


laſt moments of the poor lady he had juſt 


quitted, whole conſtitution was too much 
weakened to ſurmount the miſchief ſhe had 
ſuſtained ; and he thought it but too proba- 
ble that the extreme poverty of her blood 
might produce a mortification. He added 
that he would take the neceſſary ſteps that 
the invalid ſhould immediately have proper 
attendance, and he would repeat his call the 
next morning. | 
He then withdrew, leaving Roſella thun- 
derſtruck at the ſuddenneſs of this cruel in- 
telligence, which though ſhe had almoſt fore- 
ſeen, was not the Jeſs ſhocking to her. She 
repented that ſhe had promiſed to viſit Mrs. 
Methwald, and when Philip was announced 
to be in waiting, ſhe meditated to ſend an 
excule ; but recollecting that Mr. Mordaunt 
ought immediately to be informed of the 
opinion 
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118 RosELLA. 

opinion of Dr. D—, and half-fearing to 
truſt fo important a communication to a 

note, which an accident might prevent him 
from receiving or reading perhaps for half a 
day, ſhe determined at length to go. 


She ran to the chamber of Mrs. Delaval 
to bid her adieu, and to charge Nancy to 
be very attentive to her Lady in her abſence ; 
a caution not wholly unneceſſary, as the girl's 

ſenſes had, from the firſt moment of her 
approaching London, ruſhed to her eyes and 
ears, and it was with much perſuaſion only 
ſhe could be dragged from a window to take 
her meals. | 
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It was now the middle of a warm autumn, 
and Roſella traverſed the half-deſerted ſtreets 
with a ſenſation” of melancholy the local 

drearineſs of the ſcene increaſed ; and Philip 
had knocked at the door of his maſter's 
houſe before ſhe recovered from a mouraful 
reverie, in which Miſs Beauclerc, Oberne, 
and Mrs. Delaval had almoſt an equal ſhare. 
She 


% 
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She obſerved a carriage in waiting, and 
was vexed at a circumſtance which indicated 
that Mrs. Methwald was not alone ; for ſhe 
had hoped, as the ſeaſon was ſo far advanced, 
that ſhe was in no danger of meeting any 
perſon of ſuch pretenſions to diſtinction, as 
the extreme faſhion and gaiety of the _ 
page ſeemed to announce. 


Mr. Mordaunt iſſued from his ſtudy on the 
ground floor, to accompany Roſella up ſtairs, 
when Philip informed him of her arrival; 
but the diſtreſs of her countenance ſo much 
truck him, that he waved his intention 
whilſt he enquired the reaſon of her uncom- 
mon depreſhon. 


Roſella, who had with difficulty repreſſed 
her tears in the ſtreet, now found herſelf un- 
equal to the effort; and Mr. Mordaunt, 


with much tenderneſs of manner, took her 


into the room he had juſt quitted, where he 
learned the extreme danger in which Mrs. 
Delaval 
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Delaval was pronounced to be, and appeared 
much ſtartled by the intelligence. 


« Is it ſo indeed !” exclaimed he «6. 13; 
D is not in general a croaker. I muſt 
well, my dear—compole yourſeli—there, 


walk up ſtairs, my fiſter is quite alone, I 


believe.—I muſt go immediately.—Here, 


Philip, ſend to Mr. Williams—no, ſtay I 


will call myſelf in my way there—aye—My 


dear, don't hurry back that is without 


going to Chancery- lane ;—it would be pro- 


per to ſee Ellinger directly, and tell him how 
I have ſettled matters for your reſidence 
with Mrs. Delaval--he will underſtand. — 
There—good morning—Gotd bleſs you!“ 


This incoherent ſpeech excited the alarm 
of Roſella, who had always obſerved a col- 


lected calmneſs in her old friend entirely re- 


markable; but as he had diſappeared at the 
cloſe of it, ſhe had no alternative but to 
follow his intimation, and walk up ſtairs to 
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the apartment where Mrs. Methwald con- 
ſtantly gave audience. 


She forgot to ring for a ſervant to an- 
nounce her; for though Mr. Mordaunt had 
ſpoken to Philip, there was no Philip near 
to receive his commands; ſhe forgot like- 
wiſe the tears on her cheeks, and opening 
the drawing- room door, found herſelf ſud- 
denly not only in the preſence of Mrs. 
Methwald, but ſubject to the aſtoniſned gaze 
of her peerleſs daughter, and the more in- 
dignant glance of a very lovely woman, to 


whom the other ladies, ſhe obſerved, were 


earneſtly liſtening, when her entrance diſcon- 
certed the party. 


A filence of ſome moments rendered the 
ſituation of Roſella ſtill more embarraſſing. 
Mrs, Methwald colored a dingy crimſon, and 
every feature denoted vexation and uncon- 
quered confuſion, whilſt a thouſand apoph- 
thegms ruſhed to her aſſiſtance, but not one 
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122 
tliat could extricate either of the party ſrom 
their mute agitation. I 


Roſella, ſurpriſed at ſo uncommon a re- 
ception, and imagining that her unannounced 
appearance might have contributed to it, 
with ſome difficulty ſtimmered an apology ; 
but what could an apology avail, of which 
not a word could be diſtinguiſhed ; and what 
did the philoſophy of the perfect Mrs, Creſſy 
avail, ſince it Could not, like a wilhing- cap, 
convey her inviſibly from a place where ſhe 
began to apprehend, that for the firſt time 
in her life, ſhe had committed herſelf? 
What likewiſe could it avail the lovely 
ſtranger, that ſhe had gratified by a narra- 
tive ſhe had juſt given in ſtrong tints, a jea- 
lous pique her candor condemned, when 
the tears ihe now diſcerned in the oY of the 


intruder, her conſcience whilpered to her 


ſhe had perhaps wrupg from a 4 rt already 
Rolſella was far 


hun! led and diſtre led l 
from gueſſing that compunction had followed 
the ſcornful Tok ſhe had obſerved, or that 

| | | Mrs. 
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Mrs. Methwald was meditating how to re- 
concile contrary intereſts by being civil to 
her, whilſt ſhe preſerved inviolate her reſpe& 
for Lady Morteyne, whole condeſcending 
attentions were ſo grateful to Mrs. Creſſy, 
and who promiſed to become the Cynoſure 
of ſeveral ſeaſons, from her youth, her beauty, 
her title, and her recent marriage ; for the 
lovely ſtranger was in fact, the very thorn 
Miſs Beauclerc ſo politely informed Lord 
Morteyne he was binding to his boſom. 


Roſella feeling her ſpirit riſe againſt the 
rude contempt with which ſhe conceived 
herſelf to have been treated, coldly faid that 
ſhe was ſorry her viſit had been ſo extremely 
11]-timed ; and ſhutting the drawing- room 
door, from which ſhe had not advanced, ſhe 
walked down ſtairs, and returning to the 


ſtudy, rung for a ſervant, whom ſhe begged 


to procure her a chair. 


Then taking up a book, ſhe fat down, not 
to read, but to reflect with indignation upon 
| G 2 the 


the ſtrange behaviour of Mrs. Methwald and 
her companions. Had ſhe not been led by 
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Mr. Mordaunt to ſuppoſe that his ſiſter would 
receive her with kindneſs, ſhe might have 
concluded that the reports ſo injuriouſly 


ſpread, had reached her ear, and that ſhe 


did not diſcredit them ; but he had even 
more than indirectly deſired her to thank 
Mrs. Methwald for an invitation ſhe had 
ſent by him, to reſide with her ſeveral months; 
and ſhe could not reconcile ſuch a mark of 
favor with the reception ſhe had juſt ex- 


perienced, 


She had not heard the ſervant quit the 
houſe on the commiſſion ſhe had given hun, 
and fearing ſhe might yet be detained ſome 


time, was opening the door to enquire, 


when a voice in the hall, which ſhe thought 
ſhe was not unacquainted with, caught her 
attention: it aſked if Lady (ſhe could not 
diſtinguiſh the name) were not there ? 


There 


: 
3: 
15 
IA 
4. 
"Se 
3 
Ir 
N 
5 
. 6 
r 
8 
L. 
ED 
8 
3 
> 
CON 
4 
Ne I 
1 
. 
F 
83 
* 4 > 
bs 
3 a. 
* 
NT 
3.0 
FLA * 
La 
Wh 
VE, 0 : 
Xt 
8 
1 
8 
e 
IF 
3 
83 
=y 1. 
2 BOX to 
. 
5 * 
3 
* 
5 
1 
2 
PERS 
vY 
8 
5 
PoE 
1 


nere 


ROSELLA. | 125 


« There is a lady here, Sir,” replied a 


lad, who let the enquirer in, © but I did not 


hear her name. I believe the lady is in my 


maſter's ſtudy.” 
So ſaying he opened the door, and uſhered 
into the apartment where Roſella was 


Mr. Leſley. 


« Ha! do I ſee Miſs Montreſor?“ ex- 
claimed he. 


She wiſhed to avoid a recognition ſo un- 


pleaſant, and enquired of the domeſtic, who 
appeared to be a groom, if any body had 


procured her a chair. 


John is gone to get one, Ma'am,” re- 
plied he, leaving the room abruptly, to at- 


tend to a couple of ſaddle-horſes that hung 
by the bridle to the railing before the win- 


dow, 2 

I had almoſt forgot, in the unexpected 

pleaſure of meeting you here,” reſumed 
G 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Leſley, «that T-have not received your 
pardon for the offence I was blind and un- 
diſcerning enough to commit at Guairdy.” 


Roſclla, who was ardently wiſhing to Jeave 
the houſe, was liſtening to every ſound from 


the hall, in the hope of hearing the chair 


announced; and did not at this moment ſo 
much attend to Mr. Leſley as to a bell vio- 
lently rung, which ſhe concluded was from 
the drawing- room, immediately followed by 
a female voice on the ſtairs. 


Good God !” exclaimed Mrs. Meth- 
wald, in a tone of agony, there is not a 
creature to let your Ladyſhip out! And 
the bell was again applied to, with ſtill greater 
perſeverance. | 


Roſella felt like a culprit : ſhe had em- 
ployed John who ought to have been in 
waiting ; and to perfect her agitation, Mr. 
Lefley, who had been vainly waſting much 
elocution in enforcing a petition ſhe {carcely 

; - heard, 
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heard, now aimed at rendering it irreſiſtible 


by dropping on his knee -a movement that 


ſufficiently claimed. the attention of Roſella, 
however it might fail of obtaining her ap- 
probation. 


« I know myſelf to be ſo unpardonable 
an offender,” cried he haſtily, as if he had 
feared an interruption, © that I can hardly 
expect the indulgence of being heard, unleis 
you 37 


* 


The door of the ſtudy was now thrown 


open, and Mrs, Crefly appeared at it; whoſe 


crimſon- ſtained lips quivered with horror at ſo 


atrocious a ſight as that which thus unex- 
pectedly met her round grey eyes. Leſley, 
whom ſhe had undertaken to inſtruct in 
botany, and to whom ſhe had actually read 
the © loves of the plants“ whenever ſhe 
could force him to liſten to it! Leſley, with 
whom ſhe had fo frequently argued upon 
French politics and fine lady philoſophy ! 
Leſley, to whom ſhe had one ſtar- -light night, 
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poured out her whole knowledge of aftro- 
nomy, and whom ſhe had diſtinguiſhed 
from the whole parterre at the Opera, and 
nodded to from her box with ſuch a faſci- 
nating air, and ſo many muſcle-working 
ſmiles! Was it to be endured ?—Yes, Mrs. 


Crefly endured it, and ſmiled once more 


% Lady Morteyne's ſervants ſaid you 
were in the houſe,” ſaid ſhe, with a ſimper 
that looked as if it was the effect of acid in 
the mouth, © and I imagined you muſt be 
with my uncle; but I perceive you are in 
more pleaſing ſociety. Your ſiſter may be 
informed, I ſuppoſe, that you are not im- 
mediately at leiſure to attend her.“ 


At this inſtant John returned with the 
chair, and Roſella was relieved from one of 
thoſe unpleaſant ſcenes, in which a ſenſation . 
of guilt is experienced in ſpite of conſcious 
rectitude, and from the mortification of 
being the object of thoſe oblique cenſures of 

| malice, 
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malice, which muſt be ſelf- appropriated 


before they can be reſented. 


She ſilently curtſied to Mrs. Creſſy; but 
recollecting as ſhe was placing herſelf in the 
chair, the kindneſs of Mr. Mordaunt, and 
his evident wiſh that ſhe ſhould preſerve the 
good opinion of his ſiſter, ſhe left her com- 
pliments to Mrs. Methwald, with an inti- 


mation that ſhe would have the honor of- 
repeating her viſit, and hoped to find her 
leſs engaged, 


« My mother is perfectly alone at pre- 
ſent,” ſaid Mrs. Creſſy, advancing into the 
hall with an obliging air. 


Roſella replied that her time was at pre- 
ſent circumſcribed from the extreme indiſ- 
poſition of Mrs, Delaval, and that ſhe was 
compelled, by an injunction of Mr. Mor- 
daunt, to ſee Mr. Ellinger before ſhe re- 
turned home, which ſhe wiſhed to haſten as 
much as poſſible. 
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The chairmen then trudged away with 
their burthen: but as they turned out of 
the houſe, Roſella heard the ſuaditer in modo 
pupil enquire of the groom if his maſter was 
going to ride; and the lad replied that the 
horſes had been ordered at half after one, 
and had not yet been countermanded. 


This information brought to her recollec- 
tion the 7mpromptu agitation in which Mr. 


Mordaunt had left her; and comparing it 


with the compoſure ſhe had obſerved when 
they firſt met, ſhe trembled leſt the welfare 
of Miſs Beauclerc hung upon the life of her 
aunt. | 


When ſhe was depofited however, in the 
well-known paſſage in Chancery-lane, every 


gloom gave way to the habitual one with 
which ſhe entered that houſe. 


She diſco- 
vered from the people in the office that Mr. 
Ellinger was not at home, and without fur- 
ther enquiry walked up ſtairs to pay her 
compliments to the lady of the manſion; 
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but was much ſurpriſed to find in the dining- 
room a very croſs- looking old woman, ſeated 
en maitreſſe, with a large flaſket of linen by 
her ſide, ſome of which ſhe appeared to be 
patching very aſſiduouſly through her ſpec- 


tacles. 


The good dame looked up on hearing the 
door open, exclaiming, when ſhe beheld 
Roſella 


. 


„ Well, child, and what are you come 
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her + © I wiſh to ice Mrs. Ellinger, Madam.“ 

« And pray, my dear, an't I Mrs, Elline 

err”. 

* | 7 
-erv Roſella was embarraſſed ; ſhe had never " 
ory {cen this perſonage before, but ſuddenly re- vg 
Ps collected that her guardian had a mother. is 
08 ; 
ir It was the younger Mrs. Ellinger I 5 
Los wiſhed to fee, Madam,“ replied ſhe. 5 
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« Ho! ſo J thought! what another bill, 
my life for it! You are a milliner's girl 1 


take it, by your fine clothes and jaunty 
looks. —Well, we ſhall ſee an end to them, 
it is to be hoped, before my ſon gets into 
the King's Bench. However, you need not 
trouble yourſelf to bring any bills run up 
fince the ſecond of this month; I tell you 
that for a warning; for the good-for-nothing, 
extravagant, fing lady trollop went out of 


theſe doors, bag and baggage, on that bleſſed 


day! and whilſt I can keep out of my grave, 
ſhe ſhall never ſet foot here again!“ 


Good Heaven! has Mrs, Ellinger left# 


her houfe ?” exclaimed Roſella, much 
ſhocked. h 
Aye, aye, ſhe's gone, and ſee what ſhe 
has left behind her !—Comewhen you would, 
you never ſaw a needle and thread in her 
hand, and a fine hand ſhe has made on't.“ 


So ſaying, the old dame diſplayed an enor- 
mous bundle of ſhirts and houſehold linen 
in a moſt woeful tattered condition. 


3 


[15 1 | 


he 
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« J found all theſe,” cried ſhe, “ rotting 
in dirt, ſo 1 had em waſhed to ſee what I 
could make of em. She thought truly, 
nobody would pry into her doings till Madam 
there, her crazy friend, came home ; but ſhe 
came home in a ſtrait-waiſtcoat, which ſhe 
ought to have had when ſhe ran away with 
that young fellow nineteen years ago 1—I 
ſaid ſhe'd come to no good then; and 
there's that young ſlut ſhe took too, ſhe has 
got herſelf into fine bread, running after 
gentlefolk's huſbands, and playing her ptanks - 
in Lord's families.“ 

« ]s it poſſible,” exclaimed Roſella, © that 
] ſhould thus have been repreſented !”? 


The talkative old houſewife now raiſed _ 


her ſpectacles, to gaze at her more atten- 
tively, | 


“Lou, child!“ cried ſhe, dropping from 
her withered hand the ſciſſars that hung to 


her apron-ftring, © why ſurely you an't—" 


« My. 
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« My name is Montreſor,“ interrupted 
Roſella, who repented that ſhe had been be- 
trayed to expreſs any emotion. 


„% Aye, my good child, that's the name 
come back - 
Well, well, we muſt all do the beſt we can: 


you go by ;—and ſo you are 
howſever don't think I'm ſorry.— ! dare to 
ſay you can handle your needle; you look 
like a notable girl, ſo we ſhall agree very 
well, I'm ſure — But are you come now for 


good, my dear? becauſe I was forced to 
have all the blankets waſhed, and the beds 


took'd down —Oh Lord! well it don't 
ſignify talking of it—it's well dirt don't 
poiſon; and as to the floors, I had 'em all 
well ſluiced, and they've been all ſcrubbed 
every day ſince, by my own maid upon her 
marrow-bones, to make 'em come to their 
color. —Bctty's a girl that don't flinch at her 
work—but we've all our troubles.—I don't 
think this place agrees with her ; ſhe has 
got the violenteſt cold and ſore throat, Poor 
wench ! I can't think what is come to her !'? 


: Roſella 
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Roſella was far from being at a loſs to diſ- 
cover, but ſhe had no inclination to diſcuſs 
the point. 


« Will you inform me where Mrs. Ellin- 
ger lives, Madam?“ aſked ſhe. 

« Oh God knows !—But, child, be ad- 
viſed by your eiders—1t will be no credit to 
you to herd with her ; and indeed I can't 
have any body in this houle that chuſes to 
have any thing to ſay to her, or ſuch per- 
ſons as ſhe may be with.“ 

« Is Mils Ellinger with her mother ?” re- 
ſumed Roſella. 

« She! no indeed—Livy is a very clever 
girl, and has accompliſhed herielf in all 
torts of drawing, and painting, and muſic, 
and fine works, and broidery, and ſuch like; 
and {he has got a place to be with the Lady 
Merrions, to tend upon 'em, and be their 
governels, I aſſure you!“ 


Roſella was much ſurpriſed at the whole 
of this intelligence: of Miſs Livia's accom- 


pliſnments 
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pliſhments ſhe had ſeen proofs that perfectly 
ſatisfied her of what kind they were that 


Mr. Ellinger ſhould ſuffer his daughter to 
reſide under any roof in a menial capacity, 
which the old lady's expreſſion of ending 
ſeemed to indicate, ſhe much wondered at ; 
and that the noble family into which ſhe had 
introduced herſelf, ſhould allow any. at- 
tendant to be compa and inſtructor, or 
an inſtructor to perform the office of an at- 
tendant, excited ſtill greater aſtoniſhment ; 
nor could ſhe forbear marvelling, when ſhe 
heard how delightfully the Lady Merrions 


were accommodated with an attendant and 


a governets in one and the ſame perſon—who 
the inculcator of morals, and the advocate 
of the Virtues and the Graces, could be !—no 
doubt a diſtinct office from the other two, 
ſince Miſs Livia was ſo ill calculated to per- 
form this third part. 


6 You cannot inform me then,” ſaid 
Roſella, diſmiſſing her reflections, „where 
can addreſs Mrs. Ellinger?“ 


5 No, | 


cOm 


8 


Fe 


ROSELLA. 137 


C No, child, not I; but wi ſhall know 


faſt enough, I ſuppoſe, when her quarterage 


is due—ſhe won't forget to aſk for that in 
the midſt of her fine nonſenſe, about not 
being beholden to baſe people who think ſo 
much of their money ; ſhe did not think of 
her huſband's money, as all her bills can 
teſtify, an extravagant 


| Roſella, fick of this invective, interrupt- 
ed it, to deſire the good lady would preient 


her reſpectful remembrance to Mr. Ellinger, 


and tell him ſhe had called to ſay ſhe re- 
ſided for the preſent with Mrs. Delaval, 
which ſhe hoped he would not diſapprove ; 
and then, without waiting an anſwer, ſhe 
wiſhed the iraſcible dowager good morning, 
and haſtened out of the room, 


As ſhe paſſed the office-door, Mr. Povey 
threw it open, exclaiming, with even more 
than his uſual pertneſs— 


Ha, little Montreſor! what, you are 
come to lee the old one, for a reinforce- 
| ment 
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1 ment of caſh, I ſuppoſe Upon my ſoul the 

iS though, I was concerned to hear that the old horl 
[ maid ran on the wrong fide of the polt fo 

confound=cly ! Why they ſay you was left R 

on the road, without a guinca in your whe 

pocket !” to b 

| | her, 

Roſella, with a look of anger and con- not 

tempt, puſhed by him ; but he followed her eleg 

up the paſſage, and as the chairmen were dete 
not in the way, ſhe was obliged to hear a 

continuation of his impertinence. 0 

| cc by 

« You ſee,” cried he, that J don't alm 

follow the example of my friend Eftcourt ;— = pal 

upon my ſoul he is a fine fellow--what a 7 ite, 

curſed, hard-hearted Gipſey you muſt have im t! 

been, to have daſhed him down that rock, loun 

and broke his bones in that manner - Vou my 

ſee J don't cut with old friends, becauſe man 

they are not up to my trim - Here I am were 

you find !—D— u it if I can think how ſcou 

head 


thoſe pcor devils in the office can fit fagging 
| the 
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the twelve hours round, like ſo many pack- 
horſes !“ 


. 


Roſella, who had not forgotten the time 
when Captain Povey thought himſelf happy 
to be called down from his ſtool to attend 
her, could not forbear ſmiling, with an air 
not to be miſtaken, at the concluſion of this 
elegant ſpeech ; he felt the ſilent fatice, and 
determined to revenge it. 

„ have been ſo hoaxed,” reſumed he, 
“by a round of engagements to-day, that I 
almoſt forgot the ſcene I witneſſed as I was 
paſſing Bootle's. There was your old favor- 
ite, Arthur Oberne, arreſted this morning 
in the view of about fifty of us, who were 
lounging up and down the ſtreet. Curſe 
my ſpurs, if I ever ſaw a fellow fight more 
mantully but the dogs who entrapped him 
were up to his tricks ſo a grim-looking 
ſcoundrel took him a cudgel ſtroke acroſs the 
cad, that laid the ſcull open, by God!“ 


* 


Roſella 
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Roſella felt as if the place turned round 
with her; ſhe grew faint, and could ſcarcely 
ſupport herſelf by leaning againſt the wainſ- 
cot. | | 


C Hollo! what!“ exclaimed the unfeel- 
ing Povey, why I thought—Oh ho! well, 
don't droup—he isn't done up yet !—Why 
an intimate friend of mine has taken five 
guineas to give a hundred if Clanallan ſees 
another ſhooting ſeaſon ; ſo if his friends 
will ſpeculate upon his carcaſe to ſuch odds 
as that, you know, why any deep-one will 
bail Arthur on the ſame ſcore.” 


Roſella did not hear a word of this pre- 
tended conſolation ; but, afflicted at the mis- 
fortunes of the generous Oberne, and dif- 
guſted by the impertinent eaſe with which 
the exulting Povey had treated a ſubject fo 
diſtreſſing to her, ſhe left him with con- 


tempt, to ſeek for ſome one who would en- 


quire whither the chairmen had betaken 
| them- 
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themſelves; but theſe gentlemen having 
finiſhed a political debate at the neareſt 
public-houſe, now thought proper to return, 
and receive her further commands; and 
Roſella eagerly ſeated herfelf, with juſt ſuf- 
ficient preſence of mind to tell the men 
where to take. her ; whilſt Povey, doubly 
oratified by her diſtreſs, and the ſubject that 
had excited it, ſaw her depart with the ma- 
licious grin of an Arabian ſavage. 
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. 
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CHAP. VI. 


£<A herome's memoirs corroborated by grave Le/{tmony— 


A deaih-bed. 


RosELLA felt like a ſhipwrecked mari- 


ner reaching port, when ſhe found herſelf 
once more at the lodgings of Mrs. Delaval. 
She ran up ſtairs very eagerly, and was ſur- 
priſed to hear from Nancy, that the old gen- 
tleman, who had made ſo much of her the 
day before, was with the invalid now, and 
had been with her more than two hours ; 
and that he had ſent for another queer, grave- 
looking gentleman, and they had been very 
buly ; and Miſtreſs had ſaid nobody was to 
interrupt her till they rung the bell. 


She 
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She concluded that the girl meant Mr. 
Mordaunt by the oid gentleman who had 
made ſo much of her the day before, but 
could not divine whom the ſecond could be. 
The confinement of Miis Beauclerc, how- 
ever,' perpetually haunting her imagination, 
ſhe hoped the buſineſs in queſtion was ſome 
preliminary to her releaſe; and ſhe deter- 
mined to wait with as much patience as ſhe 


could ſummon to her aid, till the ſignal for 


admittance allowed her the liberty of inter- 
rupting the congreſs. But in the interval 
the image of poor Oberne impriſoned, 
wounded, and diſgraced, every moment ob- 
truded upon her recollection, till at length 
ſhe loſt every idea but that one which the 
malice of Povey had forced upon her, and 
ſhe was awakened from her reverie by ſome 
one tapping her ſhoulder. 


« Roſella,“ ſaid Mr. Mordaunt, who had 


entered the room unperceived by her, © before 


you again fee Mrs. Delaval, 1 muſt difcover 


to you a' circumſtance which would too 
much 
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much agitate her to communicate. Is your 
mind ſufficiently. diſengaged to attend to 
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me?“ 


Fes,” 
0 


7 


Roſella aſſured him that ſhe felt much 
intereſted in what he thus prepared her to 


hear. 


* Your father,” reſumed Mr. Mordaunt, 
« ſome years back, that is, before you were 
born, was a young man of fortune who had 
been conſigned to my guardianſhip ; and I 
acted by him and his property in a manner 
my. conſcience has never reproached me with. 
But he was thoughtleſs and diſſipated; and 
before he married your mother, which hap- 
pened only three years after he was of age, 
he had parted with every guinea, and was 
encumbered with debts of honor to the 
amount of thouſands. Under theſe circum- 
ſtances, and others you will hear in future, 
he was private] ted to a lady you are 
well acquainted with—you are not a ſtranger 


3 


to your mother, Roſella——” 
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cc My mother !” exclaimed ſhe with 
aſtoniſhment ; is my mother then alive? 
Ah! Miſs Beauclerc is really then my 
mother !—How coldiy, how ungeneroufly 


did I receive her careſſes when ſhe announced 
it to me! 


She then recounted to Miri Mordaunt, in 
the bitterneſs of ſelf-condemnation, her dil- 
belief of the aſſeveratlons her mother had 
uled to aſſurę her of it, and that ſhe had 
neglected to read fome papers put into her 


ITE 2? 103 


ds for the purpoſe of proving the fact. 


* Where are thoſe papers? aſke&he; 
Roſella replied that they were in a box 
with her trinkets, ch Mr. Briſtock had 


t, * 1 8 
taken from Her. 


Taken from you! repeated the man 


48 
of law ; © where did he take them from vou? 


—why did you ſuffer it?“ 
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She informed him of the effe& the rough 
intruſion of Mr. Craufurd and his compan 
nion had had. N | 


„ But,” added ſhe, „I ſhould not have 
had courage to have prevented Mr. Briftock's 
rapacity, had | not fainted ; for 1 was too 
much hurt at his intelligence, and frightened 
by his threats, to have oppoled him.” 
« Trinkets, you ſay! what may be the 
value of thoſe trinkets ?—are they worth any 
money?“ | 
« Mis Beauclere—my pcor Waben 
returned Roſella, ſighing, „gave them all to 
me: there was her own picture ſet in a 
ſpring gold caſe, which coſt twenty guineas; 
and a pair of bracelets of conſiderable value 
BE believe, beſides other things.“ 
w_ 5 « Of the ſame kind, I ſuppoſe?'“ ſaid 
«lf Mr. Mordaunt. 
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Roſella replied in the affirmative; and re- 
collecting the money, mentioned it to him. 


« Well, 
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« Well, my dear,” reſumed the old gentle- 
man, with a look of exultation, © I hope your 
mother will ſoon be releaſed: but I wiſh tocau- 


tion you not to betray the ſecret I have revealed 


to you ;—it is much better for her credit and 
your's, as ſhe has managed, that your affinity 
ſhould not be known. Mrs. Delaval her aunt, 
is you know, likewiſe your's, and ſhe is earneſt 
to conſider you as her niece in every reſpect, 
as your mother has already more money than 
ſhe can ſpend with prudence. So go now 
to the old lady, and take care of her; and 
to-morrow I will call again.— But tell me, 
my dear child,“ added Mr. Mordaunt, «if 
this ruſtan ſeized all your little ſtock of 
money, how did you get to Dumfries?“ 


Roſella changed color more than once 
the queſtiom put her ſincerity to the teſt 
for though ſhe might have ſaid, with truth, 
that ſhe had poſſeſſed enough for the purpoſe, 
yet ſhe was conſcious of the neceſſity of in- 
forming Mr. Mordaunt of the loan of Mr. 
Craufurd; and if he learned it at all, cer- 
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tainly the preſent moment was the beſt op- 


port unity ſhe could have of introducing it. 
Yet to acknowledge that the interference of 
Mr. Oberne had obtained it, was betraying 
that ſhe had ſome correſpondence with him 
at leaſt, if he had not actually accompanied 
her in the journey. 


What is the matter, child?“ ſaid Mr. 
Mordaunt, warmly ; „you did not beg, or 
{ell your clotbes, I hope?“ 

« No certainly, Sir; but it ſo happened, 
that a gentleman—that Mr. Oberne——” 

* A—a-hem P* ſounded in Mr. Mor- 
daunt's throat; and Roſella, completely 
diſconcerted, colored a deeper crimſon than 


before; and felt unable to proceed. 


„ Well, this gentlenan— this Mr. Oberne, 


who happened to be travelling the fame road, 


[ ſuppole; what did he do to accommodate 


you p27 
« He was ſo kind—that is, he was. fo 
obliging— I mean ſo polite, as to repreſent 


to Mr. the rauturd——" 
«© But 
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99 


« But pray,” interrupted the good old 


man, how did he happen to know the cir- 


cumſtance ?—I never undertake to repreſent 
a caſe without being well acquainted with it ; 
but perhaps an Iriſhman is not ſoſcrupulous !”? 


Roſella was now plunged into ireſh con- 
fuſion. 


« Well, well,” reſumed he, © you are 
arrived in England again, by ſtrange good 
fortune, and now we muſt retain you here; 
and I am not ſorry a motive of deligacy re- 
ſpecting your mother, made me heſitate on 
your firſt application to me, to claim you, 
but by the unſucceſsful letter Ellinger wrote 
at my requeſt,” 


Roſella was yet more pleaſed that it had 
ſo fallen out. 


ce So tell me, added Mr. Mordaunt, the 
effect of this young + mene repreſenta- 
tions?“ 


H 3 « Mr. 
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« Mr. Craufurd offered me what money 


E ſhould have occafion for, returned Roſella, 


% and I ventured to take twenty · five pounds, 


which I reſigned to Mrs. Delaval at Dum- 


fries; for I happened,” ſhe heſitated at this 
word, for it did not pleaſe her, to have in 
my purſe enough to take me there.“ 
Well, well, well! you are ſafely return- 
ed by ſtrange good fortune!“ repeated he; 
<« 20 to the poor old lady - ſhe withes to ſee 
you.” | 
He then left the room, and the houſe, 
much to the relief of Roſella, who had 
ſcarcely ever- before rejoiced in his de- 


parture from her. 


She ſaw, as ſhe approached Mrs. Delaval, 
that ſhe had been weeping ; and when ſhe 
dropped on her knees to kiſs the kind hand 
extended to her, the good lady ſobbed and 
embraced her, without having the power of 
beſtowing the benediction her attitude ſeemed 
to ſolicit. 


Several 
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Several moments pailed 1n filence ; for the 


tears of Roſella flowed as faſt as thoſe of her 
newly diſcovered relation, who at length, 
with a deep ſigh, articulated— 


«© Poor Sophy Ah my dear child !” 
continued Mrs. Delaval, I little thought, 
when ſhe wrote ſo kindly of you, and talked 
of your amiable diſpoſition, and your pretty 
perſon, that 1t was my own little niece ſhe 


was praiſing !—Jndeed I mutt ſay, I think 
her father's will a hard one ;—as things 


could not be altered, he ſhould not have dealt 
ſo by a poor innocent child as you was, who 
had never offended him !—But he was an 
odd-tempered man, as I uſed to tell my 
poor ſiſter. Don't cry, however, my dear 
Roſella—T love you as much—more, I be- 
lieve, than I love Sophy ;—and as ſhe does 
not want my fortune, becauſe her own is 
much larger, I bave done what I ought to 
do, and what I earneſtly wiſhed to do; 
only before Mr. Mordaunt told me all, I 


was afraid Sophy might have thought ill of 
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me for preferring any body to her; but ſhe 
can't take it amiſs of me, you know, for 
providing for her child, who has been ſo ill- 
treated amongſt them all, ſomehow or 
Other . | 
“ Do not fay fo,” returned Roſella, I 
am happy now in your protection; and if 
Mits Beauclerc—I mean my dear mother 
were at liberty, I ſhould have nothing more 
to wiſh.“ ö | 

«© You are a good girl,“ repiied the old 
lady, „and was ſent by Providence to bring 
me here to die 1n peace, which I fear I could 
not have done at Dumfries. However, I 
have performed my promiſe to poor Mrs. 
Macdoual, ſo I hope her huſband will now 
be more kind to her ;—but as to ſaving any 
part of my income to ſend her, I ſhall not 
be able to do that, I tear, before I am called 
elſewhere.“ 


[97 


Roſella was unwilling to notice the me- 
lancholy intimation with which the invalid 
had concluded; but eager to relieve her 
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from any anxiety, ſhe enquired if ſhe ſnould 
apply to Mr. Mordaunt to advance a ſum 
for the purpoſe ſhe mentioned. 


« No, child,“ returned Mrs. Delaval ; 
« what J could do, in juſtice to myſelf and 
others, I would do; but I cannot get in 
debt myſelf to relieve Macdoual—it 1s what 
I never have done, though I have often been 
thought ill of, J believe, by refuſing.” 


Roſella ſecretly commending a firmneſs 
ſhe had not expected to have found, from the 
eaſineſs of temper Mrs. Delaval diſplayed, 
and the impoſitions which bad been prac- 


tied upon her, dropped the ſubject, and re- 


- #5 
umed another, which much more intereſted 


her. 


« Did Mr. Mordaunt,” aſked ſhe, “ ſay 
it he had diſcovered, the place to which my 
nother had bezn taken?“ 


* Mrs. 
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Mrs. Delaval, with the uſual apoſtrophe 
of * Poor Sophy !”” replied that he had not 


entered into the particulars of what he was- 


doing to releaſe her; but he aid he N 
they would meet ſoon. 


« Heaven grant we may !” exclaimed 
Roſella; Oh Madam! I long to entreat 
her pardon for the cruel coldneſs with which 
received the communication ſhe thought 
proper to make to me in Scotland.“ 


The arrival of the phyſical tribe, whoſe 
viſits had been remitted to this hour, by 
the buſineſs of the morning, at the particu- 
lar requeſt of their patient, prevented any 
further converſation on a ſubject too diſtreſſ- 
ing to be dwelt upon by Mrs. Delaval, 
without being ſenſibly felt. | 


The good lady exerciſed her rhetoric in 
vain, in endeavoring to induce Roſella to 
give up her poſt, of chief aſſiſtant, during 
the time employed, by the direction of the 
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Phyſician, in embrocation ; for it was a taſk 
ſhe would never delegate to another, leſs 


aſſiduous, or leſs tender perhaps than herſelf; 
but it was found neceſſary that the invalid 
ſhould have a nurſe to attend her in the 
night, and fit up alternately with Nancy; 
and to this Roſella, however unwilling to be 
ſuperſeded in her office, could not object, 
as the good lady ſuffered with the utmoſt re- 
juctance, any attention from her which in- 
terfered with her reſt. 


But as ſhe diſcovered that the cataſtrophe 
Doctor D — had ſo abruptly announced 
to her, became every hour more to be ap- 
prehended, ſhe would not again quit her, 
even at the requeſt of Mr. Mordaunt to re- 
new her viſit to his ſiſter; for he had learned 


the unpleaſant iſſue of the firſt, though he had 
not been exactly told the accidental circum- 


ſtance of the narrative Lady Morteyne was 
at that moment giving, which rendered the 
rencontre ſo awkward to the whole party. 


The good man forefaw the almoſt inſtant 
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deceaſe of Mrs. Delaval ; and as the mother 


of Roſella, under the predicament in which 


her imprudence had placed her, was the moſt 


improper perſon to be entruſted with the care 
of her conduct, he was anxious to ſecure her 
the good-will of Mrs. Methwald, to whole 
peculiarities he was not blind ; that their 
reſidence in the fame houſe, which he medi- 
tated, might be the leſs unpleaſant to each. 


The death of Mrs. Delaval, which no care 
or attention could avert, was even more 
tudden than Mr. Mordaunt had expected. 
The leaſt motion ſoon fatigued her almoſt 
beyond endurance: after the vifit of her 
{urgeon from the fixth day of his attendance, 
ſhe fell into a profound ſleep; and Rolelia, 
having watched by her for ſome time, at 
length crept into the next room, of which 
the door was not ſhut, and to enjoy the 
freſhne's of the air, placed herſelf by a win- 
gow which had likewiſe been directed to be 
thrown up. She held a book in her hand, 
more that ſhe might not appear totally un- 


employed, 


El 


he 
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employed, than from any inclination to read; 
for in fact ſhe ſat immerſed in th ught, with 
her eyes earneſtly fixed upon the pavement 


* 


of the ſircet into which the apartment 


At length a figure, inſtead of paſting on 
like others who had walked by without 
attracting her attention, or diſturbing her 


reverie, ſtood motionleſs immediately oppo- 
ſite to her, and Roſella inſtinctively regarding 


him, recognized Oberne She ſtarted 
and haſtily waving her hand, he returned the 
motion with a ſtiff bow, and paſted on; for 
he imagined ſhe had ſcen and diſregarded 
the ſalutation he had twice vainly made. 


Roſella was hurt by his manner; ſhe 


looked after him, and obſerved that he like- 


uf? {ph 


wile turned his head—his feet lingered a. 
moment, and then carried him from her 


ſignt. She had no time, however, for re- 
flections upon a diſtance fo unuſual in the 
manner of Oberne, for Nancy called loudly 
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to her from the next room, and wholly oc- 


cupied by terror, ſhe flew to obey the ſum- 
mons, and beheld the countenance of her 


good old friend dreadfully changed. 


The nurſe coolly threw a handkerchief 


over it; and Roſella endeavoring to ſnatch 
it away, exclaimed 


„What are you doing—you will ſtifle 
her!“ : 

« Let the poor lady reſt,” returned the 
woman in a ſolemn whiſper, © ſhe is going 
off!“ : 

Oh good Heaven!“ cried Roſella, in 
an agony, © call, ſend for ſomebody - ſend 
for Doctor D Pe - | 

« It is all in vain, Miſs,” faid the nurſe, 
her time is come!“ 


Roſella inſiſted, however, that her de- 
mand ſhould be complied with, and the 


people of the houſe obeyed her. She diſ- 
* patched a meſſenger too, to Mr. Mordaunt ; 
but 


6 


n 


but the affirmation of the nurſe was juſt 
in leſs than a quarter of an hour Mrs. De- 


laval expired, ſincerely mourned by her late- 


found, but affectionate niece, who wiſhed 
to have remained with the corpſe until it was 
interred ; but Mr. Mordaunt would not in- 
dulge her in a requeſt, on many accounts 
improper he removed her immediately to 
his own houſe, and in the character of ex- 
ecutor, made the uſual arrangements for the 
funeral of the deceaſed, whoſe days were 
ſhortened by the impolitic avarice of the 
wretch, into whoſe power ſhe had inconſi- 
derately placed herſelf ;—the Scotch broth 
of Macdoual's table had ſaved a few guineas 
for the time being, and probably wh tg 
him of thouſands. 


Mrs. Methwald received Roſella, not as 
2 young perſon diſtreſſed by a painful recent 
occurrence, but as a young lady who had 
juit ſucceeded to a conſiderable property, 
which would infallibly give her the confe- 


quence the would fain perhaps have with- 


held: 
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held: ſhe treated her with aſſiduous reſpect, 


and overwhelmed her with thoſe cold atten- 


tions, which neither excite gratitude, nor 
convey pleaſure. 
rations of her mind reſtrained in the pre- 
ſence of Mrs. Methwald, and ſhe regretted 
each day the death of her good old aunt 


even more poignantly than at the moment it 


Happened. 


It was now thought neceffary that ſhe 
ſhould have a female attendant ; and with 


much entreaty, Nancy was ſuffered to offi- 


ciate in the capacity of Jady's-maid, not- 
withſtanding Mrs. Crefly had aſked, with 
ſurpriſe ana diiguit, what awkward creature 
ſhe had met as ſhe paſſed into her mother's 
dreſſing-room. | 

Roſella ſoon began to be anxiouſly im- 
patient for the performance of the promiſe 
Mr. Mordaunt daily renewed to her, that 
ſhe ſhould very ſhortly embrace her mother 


gat Avelines; but it was accompanied with 


a 


Roſella felt even the ope- 


por 
for | 
dou: 
amo 
told 
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ſerve 
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ſelf! 
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an injunction to have patience, which ſhe 
every hour {ound a greater difficulty in com- 
plying with. He thought proper to ſtate to 
her the »cceſſion of fortune ſhe had made 
by ihe tclament of Mrs. Delaval; and 
Rotella icarned, h ſurpriſe, that nearly 
twenty thouland pounds had devolved en- 
tirely to her, Mrs. Macdoual was a legatee 
for the ſums Mrs. Delaval had at different 
times lent the huſband to purchaſe lands 
and tenements, for which ſhe had contrived 
to retain acknowledgments to the amount of 
four thouſand pounds ; the money was ap- 
pointed to be paid into the hands of truſtees, 


for the ſole and ſeparate uſe of Mrs. Mac- 


doual, and at her death to be equally divided 
amongſt her daughters. And Mr. Mordaunt 
told Rotella he had thus ſettled the plan, at 
once to gratify the wiſh of the teſtatrix to 
ſerve the woman, and at the ſame time to 
nortify Macdoual, who had conducted him- 
iclt in a manner fo ſcandalous. 
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At length Mr. Mordaunt 8 to 
Roſella the intelligence ſhe fo earneſtly 
longed to hear, that Miſs Beauclerc, as ſhe 
was ſtill called, was, by his exertions in her 
favor, once more quietly ſettled at Avelines. 


« Thank Heaven — And why, why,” 
exclaimed Roſella, may I not immediately 
fly to her?“ | 

„% My dear,” replied the old gentleman, 


„J with Few to repreſs your emotions, and 
liſten to me.” | 


Roſella was endeavoring to obey, when 


Mrs. Methwald, who was preſent, and 


ſeemed burſting with ſome 4-propos apoph- 


thegm, interrupted her brother to obſerve, 
that it was not a ſymptom of a proper educa- 
tion when young ladies ſuffered exclamations 
or ſtrong expreſſions to eſcape their lips; ; and 
that girls of faſhion, who were moſt remark- 
able for quiet manners, invariably adopted 
the moſt ſimple and delicate phraſes, and 

always 
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always rejected ſuch as marked any potent 
wiſh or volition, 


Roſella, who had more than once marked 
the countenance of Mrs. Methwald impreſſ- 
ed with 1mpatience and diſguſt towards her, 
which, on reviewing her conduct, ſhe was 
at a loſs to account for, was now enlightened 
as to the many offences ſhe might have un- 
warily committed: but her mind was too 
much engroſſed at this moment by a more 
important ſubject, to dwell upon this one, 
longer than the querulous and peeviſh voice 
of the good lady compelled her, and ſhe 
turned to Mr. Mordaunt in filence, to hear 
what he meant to fay. 


* Your mother,” ee he, „has ac- 
ed in a manner which her ſobered judgment 
contemns : I have been, I confeſs, uneaſy 
leſt, on her return to her home, ſhe might 
claim you openly as her child; as ſuch an 
avowal cannot now be made with pro- 
priety.“ 15 


Roſella 
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Roſella appeared ſhocked, 
« But,” continued. he, © her natural 
good ſenſe, which is no longer clouded by 
idle fantaſies, and her earneſt wiſh to repair 
the inconveniences ſhe has occaſioned you 
to ſuffer, have induced her to make a con- 
ſiderable ſacrifice to advance your intereſt 
and future welfare. I was unfortunately 
abſent when my counſels might have been of 
ſome ſervice to you mean, when the con- 
cealment of your birth and the marriage 
of your mother waz acceded to, from the 
avarice of your grandfather, the romantic 
ideas of his daughter, and the abſurdity of 
that woman, Mrs. Ellinger. However 
they ſucceeded, as they imagined, in im- 
poſing upon the world; and now to publiſh 


a key to their fooliſh myſtery, and unravel it, out 
would make more noiſe than a prudent and place 
modeſt young woman would chuſe to be the vo 
{abject of; eſpecially as their ſucceeding po- |. ore 
litics were ſtill more lamentably arranged and | note 
conducted, and that the will of Mr. Beauclerc able 
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excludes you from any advantage a public 
diſcovery might have given you. You now 
appear a young orphan of a handſome inde- 
pendent fortune ; and the accidents which 
have been a momentary diſadvantage to you, 
will not be thought the reſult of your own 
imprudence, but that of your guardian's, 
who entruſted you to the guidance of a perſon 
deprived, for the moment, of the pawer of 
acting with propriety.” 


The motion of Mrs. Methwald's head 
now diſcovered that ſhe eagerly defired to 
plant a wiſe ſentence after this obſervation ;_ 


but her brother averted it by proceeding 


rather more rapidly, 


This is your mother's own remark ; 
out if an inveſtigation of your birth takes 


place if your affinity to er is made known, 


vho in ſpite of the utmoſt precaution, and the 
greateſt activity in explaining the truth, will 
not eſcape the ſtigma which the moſt lament- 
able of human evils, an entire derangement of 

reaſon, 
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Roſella appeared ſhocked. 


« But,” continued he, © her natural 
good ſenſe, which is no longer clouded by 
idle fantaſies, and her earneſt wiſh to repair 


the inconveniences ſhe has occaſioned you 
to ſuffer, have induced her to make a Kon- 
ſiderable ſacrifice to advance your intereſt 
and future welfare. I was unfortunately 


abſent when my counſels might have been of 


ſome ſervice to you mean, when the con- 


cealment of your birth and the marriage 


of your mother was acceded to, from the 
avarice of your grandfather, the romantic 
ideas of his daughter, and the abſurdity of 
that woman, Mrs. Ellinger. However 
they ſucceeded, as they imagined, in im- 


poſing upon the world; and now to publiſh 


a key to their fooliſh myſtery, and unravel it, 
would make more noiſe than a prudent and 
modeſt young woman would chuſe to be the 
ſubject of; eſpecially as their ſucceeding po- 
litics were ſtill more lamentably arranged and 


conducted, and that the will of Mr. Beauclerc 
| | _ excludes 
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excludes you from any advantage a public 
diſcovery migat bave given you. You now 


appear a young orphan of a handſome inde- 
- pendent fortune; and the accidents which 


have been a momentary diſadvantage to you, 


will not be thought the reſult of your own 
imprudence, but that of your guardian's, 


who entruſted you to the guidance of a perſon 
deprived, for the moment, of the power of 
acting with propriety.” | 


The motion of Mrs. Methwald's head 
now diſcovered that ſhe eagerly defired to 


plant 4 wile ſentence after this obſervation ; | 


but her brother averted it by proceeding 
rather more rapidly. 

This is your mother's own remark ; 
but if an inveiligation of your birth takes 


place if your affinity to er is made known, 


vho in ſpite of the utmoſt precaution, and the 
greateſt activity in explaining the truth, will 
not eſcape the ſtigma which the molt lament- 
able of human evils, an entire derangement of 

reaſon, 
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' reaſon, affixes to a family—your future 
eſtabliſhment in life might be much injured, | wil 
and the repentance of your mother rendered 
ſtill more bitter than it is. And therefore, ma 
my dear child, ſhe has conſented to your re- 
ſidence with Mrs. Methwald, which T am ap 
certain the good humour and good ſenſe of 
each party will render pleaſing to the other, 
until chance and your own merit preſent you 
the future partner of your life.“ 3 
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Roſella turned to Mrs. Methwald at the cori 
cloſe of this ſpeech, to tbank her for her [2 a le 
conſiderate and kind hoſpitality; but her a very 
words were arreſted in their progreſs by 
obſerving the countenance of the lady. crim- 
ioned over with agitation, and every nerve 
in a tremor. She had begun to diſcover 
what thele ſignals meant, and became fo em- 
barraſſed that her intended compliment of 
acknowledgment faltered on her tongue, and 
Mrs. Methwald replied to it by a cold 

Wow. 1 
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: „May I be allowed to expreſs my : 
, niches,“ ſaid Roſella, addreſſing herſelf to 1 
the honeſt and well-meaning maſter of the by 
> manſion, to ſee my poor mother ſoon ?” 4. 
. ; « Yes, my dear child,” returned he with 20 
a peculiar kindneſs of accent ſhe well under- 1 
of ſtood, ** you ſhall viſit her to-morrow, and 5 
r, I will accompany you.” 1 
. « Oh how much I am indebted to you!“ i 
| ſhe exclaimed ; then recollecting that this bl 
energy might be a tranſgreſſion againſt de- | < 
he corum, ſhe checked herſelf, and repeated, in 1 
er a leſs animated tone, Indeed, Sir, I am \ 
er very much obliged to you!“ [ 
Dy | 
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CHAP. VII. 
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recantation of error 4 diſaſter productive of 
a rencontre. 


IEE next morning early, Mr. Mordaunt 
ordered the carriage, which he very ſeldom 
uſed himſelf, that be might perform his 
promiſe in eſcorting Roſella; and vhilſt 
they were at the breaktaſt-table, old Philip 
entered to tell his Lady that Mrs. Creſſy 
was extremely ſorry ſhe cou'd not let her 
have her chariot for the morning, as ſhe 
was engaged to go to the review; but ſhe 
would ſend round to her friends to endeavor 
to procure a carriage and Mrs. Creſſy 


hoped her mother would have the goodneſs to vo: 
. excule 
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excuſe the omiſſion of writing her anſwer, as 
ſhe was occupied in dreſſing. 


Roſella looked diſtreſſed; and Mr. Mor- 
daunt, coolly defiring his ſiſter to inform 
Mrs. Creſſy that her application to her 
friends would not be neceſſary, immediately 
ordered a poſt- chaiſe. 


The lady, who expected to have the plea- 
ſure of being diſtreſſed to death for a car- 
riage, whilſt that of her brother was em- 
ployed 1n the ſervice of their young inmate, 
was diſconcerted by the new arrangement he 
had made, and her conſcience whiſpered a 
ſhort ſentence, which her pride however 
would not entirely ſubſcribe to. 


When the breakiaſt was ended, Mr. Mor- 
caunt enquired of Roſella if ſhe were ready 

for the excurſion ; and ſhe ſtarted up with 
alacrity to attend him. 


vol. Iv. bt 1 > 22540 Rn 


0 ROSELLA, 


« Shall you,” heſitated Mrs. Methwald, 


« do you mean perhaps you ſtay dinner at 
Hampton-wick—and if ſo, I will take mine 


with Mrs. Creſſy when ſhe returns from the 


review.” 
« Yes, yes, returned he, © we will ſettle 


it thus at every event.“ 


He then took the hand of Roſella, who 
curtſied her farewel compliment to the lady, 


and ſhe was led to the hack poſt-chaiſe he 


had ſent for, which his groom attended : 
but Mr. Mordaunt was not long in diſco- 
vering that it was drawn by a moſt miſerable 
pair of horſes, one of them appearing in- 
clined to gib, and the other, which the poſt- 


boy rode, was ſo old, feeble, and {tiff that 


it could ſcarcely be forced to move at any 
rate: and letting down one of the front 
_ glaſſes, he defired to know why he had been 
1o ill- uſed, and was informed by the driver 
that his maſter had let out every other horſe 
in his ſtable, and would not have ſent theſe 


* there been another pair to be had in 


London, 


at 


the 


(D 
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London, but that every thing that could go 
at all, had been hired for the review. 


« We had better not go on,” ſaid Mr. 
Mordaunt, „I much doubt if theſe wretch- 
ed animals can take us to Hampton-wick.” 


Roſella, who would rather have walked 
the whole way than have deferred the vilit, 
appeared however ſo unwilling to turn back, 
that he would not diſappoint her hopes, and 
bade the lad to proceed. 


They were a moſt tedious time upon the 
road; but at length, to the infinite joy of 
Roſella, they turned up the lane leading to 


Avelines, and her heart palpitated with a 
mixed cmotion of pain and- pleaſure, as every 


well-known object met her eye. When the 
Chaiſe reached the houſe, ſhe looked up to 
the dreſſing- room windows, and catching a 
glimpſe of her mother's figure, as ſhe tud- 
denly retreated from one of them, haſtily 

. ran 
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ran up ſtairs, and in a few ſeconds found 
herſelf in her arms. 


The perſon of Miſs Beauclerc was ema- 
ciated, her countenance pale, and it was 
eaſy to diſcover that ſhe had loſt her hair, 
Roſella was ſhocked to agony. 


Oh my mother—my dear, dear mother!“ 
exclaimed ſhe, © what have you not ſuffer- 
ed !—And 1, your incredulous and ungrate- 
ful child ——” 5 

e Say no more, my Roſella,” returned 
ſhe, ſobbing; if I have been unhappy, 


7 


this moment enables me to forget it.— Oh 


that my follies, which have injured my 


daughter, might be as eafily expunged from 


the remembrance of the unjuſt world, which 
will not ſeparate my imprudence and her 
meritorious conduct!“ 

Oh Madam! think no more of the 
paſt,” returned Roſella, but let the future 


Wan us happy in the ſociety of each other! 


I will forego with delight thoſe imaginary 
advantages 
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advantages Mr. Mordaunt ſpeaks of, which 


militate againſt my firſt and moſt cheriſhed 


duty—for I cannot give up my mother!“ 

« You are the generous, the amiable gurl 
E thought you,” cried the tender parent ; 
ec amidſt the many chimeras J have abſurdly 
indulged, that idea alone was not imaginary |! 
Oh Roſella ! I was awakened with horror to 
a ſenſe of the follies I had committed !—Let 
me not recal the moment in which I found 
myſelf forcibly detained from my unpro- 
tected girl; let me not reflect upon the 


remorſe that tore my foul, when the purſe I 
would have ſent her was ſnatched from me, 


and I was goaded each moment with a hor- 
rible review of the inſults to which my miſ- 
conduct had ſubjected her!” 
No, no,” interrupted Roſella, eagerly, 
* it muſt all be buried in oblivion !” | 
Let me recolle& myſelf,” ſaid Miſs 
Beauclerc, with an air of dread, © I muſt 
no longer ſuffer my emotions to govern me 
J muſt watch over every ſtart of what is 
falſely called ſenſibility, and be thankful 
| 13 that 
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that the flights of imagination I have 5 
dulged, have not wholly undone me!“ 


Roſella, as if fearful of diſturbing the 
empire her mother ſought to gain over her- 
ſelf, kiſſed her hand in ſilence. 


« My dear child,” reſumed ſhe more 
calmly, « our worthy friend, Mr. Mordaunt, 
has informed me by whole interference you 
was reſcued from your regretted fituation 
at Dunkeld.— Do not be apprehenſive that 
I am relapfing,” ſhe added, with a ſedate 


ſmile ; I am no longer in the clouds, and 


though I Kill think highly of my Roſella's 


| attractions, I do not ſuppoſe that every un- 


married man ſhe may meet, muſt of neceſ- 
ſity have retained a diſengaged heart for her. 


But I acknowledge that I think the conduct 


of Mr. Oberne unuſually aſſiduous do 
not however let me miſlead you by romantic 
ſuppoſitions perhaps,” continued ſhe, on ob- 


ſerving a ſudden change in the countenance 
of Roſella ; „ have only to hope that my 
8 dear 
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dear child may be bleſſed with the regard of 
2 good man, and that ſhe may deſerve his 
affection and confidence by a prudence and 
Readineſs it has been my misfortune not to 
have poſſeſſed.— Mr. Mordaunt is all good- 
neſs I would to heaven I had liſtened to 
his friendly remonſtrances before I Jeft Lon- 
don upon that fatal expedition, which, by 
its effects, has deprived me of the 1 
— of your ſociety !” 

* And why ſhould you not :ndukls your 
wiſh and mine?“ aſked Roſella; „believe 
me, deareſt Madam, I would reject the con- 
ſideration of what is called the world, if I 
muſt purchaſe it at the expence of a ſacri- 
fice fo important as the fulfilment of a ſelf- 
rewarding duty, and "y imalleſt diminution 
of your contentment.” 

Mr. Mordaunt knows my ſentiments 


upon this painful ſubject, returned Miis 
a Beauclerc ; © and 1 muſt not diſcuſs it with 


my Rolella. I ſhall at leaſt have the conſo- 
lation of reflecting, that every pang I feel 
will be in the reparation of my errors.” 

" Their 


176 | ROSELL A, 
Their mutual friend now interrupted the 
tete-a-ifte, which he was unwilling to ſuffer 
of too great a length, and, finding both 
mother and daughter more calm than he 


had expected, he congratulated them on a 


meeting ſo ſatisfactory ; and to diſengage 
the mind of Maſs Beauclerc from dwelling 
too much upon unpleaſant recollections, 
after enquiring her hour of dinner, which he 

intended, he ſaid, to partake of, he e 
A * upon the lawn. 


She then fd ſas to enquire of 
| Roſella the progreſs of her acquaintance 
with her aunt Delaval ; and dropped ſome 
tears in return for the kindneſs and affection 


with which ſhe had ever been mentioned 


5 her. 


Mis Beauclerc congratulated her with 2 
tender ſmile upon the independence ſhe had 


acquired, which ſhe rejoiced in, ſhe ſaid, 


becaule it would do much in procuring the 


favorable opinion of the world, | 
e But, 
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« But,“ added ſhe, I cannot endure. 
that your mother, with ſo ample a fortune,, 


h ſhould make no effort to render your's more 
8 refpectable; and I muſt requeſt the aſſiſt- 
we ance of our good friend to arrange my af- 
C fairs, and preſerve for you at leaſt the large 
— legacy I received in infancy from my uncle. 
i You: will find, Sir,” addreſſing Mr. Mor- 
Ce daunt, “ that I have been, ſince the death 
d of my father, ſhamefully extravagant ; but 
I had rather bluſh in your preſence for an 
avowed error, than continue unjuſt to my 
of child.“ | 
e « Well, well,” replied the good man, 
e « we all know that houſes cannot be fitted 
n up, and eſtates purchaſed for nothing: ſo at 
d preſent we will {ay no more upon the ſub- 
1 
2 Roſella was much pleaſed to be ſpared a 
d diſcuſſion that wounded her feelings; and 
4 ſhe took advantage of a momentary abſence 
E of her mother, to entreat that ſhe might not 


be ſuffered to deprive herſelf of any part 
| 1 5 of 
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of thoſe poſſeſſions ſhe herſelf ſo little 
wanted. ? . . 


c What ſhe can ſpare,” returned Mr. 
Mordaunt, you are well entitled to; but 
ſhe ſhall not inconvenience herſelf.” 


At dinner, Roſella miffed the old butler, 
whom ſhe had always been accuſtomed to 
ſee at the fideboard ; and when the cloth 
was removed, ſhe rather inconſiderately men- 
tioned him. 


e J am much indebted to poor Simpſon, 

J find,“ replied Miſs Beauclerc, < fince he 
was indirectly the means of reſtoring me to a 
per mode of thinking—by a violent remedy 
indeed, but a very ſalutary one. Diſguſted 
with a {ervitude which had coſt him ſo dear, 
he returned to his native place ; and there it 


happens that my ſelfiſh couſin lives, who had gal 

formerly ſeen Simpſon at my father's houſe, 

and his enquiries drew from the angry old - 
man a recital of ail the follies he had wit- E g48l; 
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neſſed, and others which had reached him 
after his ſeharat on from me: Mr. Briſtock 
im.n<diate;y made a further inquiſition into 
my co uct, and noſt probably thought 
himlelt weil authorized to act as he did.“ 
Mr. Mordaunt changed a ſubje& fo un- 
pleaſant to the whole party; but Roſella, 
much ſhocked that ſhe had inadvertently 
introduced it, could not recover from her 
chagrin, The ſpirits of Miſs Beauclerc like- 
wiſe drooped as the hour of {eparation drew 
nigh. When ſhe roſe from table, ſhe led 
Roſella again to her dreſſing- room, and em- 
bracing her with tears ſne could no longer 
reſtrain, gave her a key to the ſmall trunk 
which had been taken from her by Mr. 
Briſtock, and reſtored with other things, as 
he would not, by ſending it to Roſella, tacitly 


avow a charge that had been inſtituted 


againſt him. 


«© You mult take this with you, my dear 
girl,“ ſaid Miſs Beauclerc ; “and you wil" 
16 find 
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find in it a few baubles I have no further 
uſe for; it contains likewiſe, a picture of 


your unfortunate father,” added ſhe, with a 
deep figh, © whom my romantic imprudence 
conducted to an early grave!“ 

« Oh do not, deareſt Madam,“ ſaid 
Roſella, © do not render this meeting, 
which I have ardently longed for, ſo inex- 
preſſibly painful to me.” 

J will not,” replied Miſs Beauclerc 
haſtily, and wiping her eyes; © no, Roſella, 
my future ſtudy muſt be to improve your 
happineſs— I have already given you ſuffi- 


cient pain. But I will have done —we will 


return to our good friend ;—let me entreat 
you however, my love, before we join him, 
not to betray too much emotion when you 
quit me, that I may, without appearing 
ſelfiſh, invite you to repeat this indul- 
gence,” 


Roſella promiſed to govern herſelf, and 
they deſcended to the apartment where 


Mr. Mordaunt awaited them, who imme- 


diately 
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diately aſked for his coffee; and at ſeven 


o'clock he reminded Roſella that they had a 


few miles to travel, who recollecting the 
caution ſhe had received, avowed herſelf 
ready to accompany him. 


Miſs Beauclerc wool have had the little 
coffer, of which ſhe had given her the key, 


put into the chaiſe ; but Mr. Mordaunt, 


who imagined from its appearance that it 
contained valuables, would not, he ſaid, be 
encumbered with baggage, but promiſed to 
ſend a ſervant for it the next morning; 
which he thought more ſafe than venturing: 
it at ſo dangerous an hour as it mult ne- 
ceſſarily be before they reached his houſe. 


Miſs Beauclerc acquieſced ; and accom. 
panying her gueſts to the door, ſhe pre- 
ſented her hand to her old friend, and em- 
bracing his young companion, ſuddenly 
withdrew : Roſella, as the chaiſe drove 
away, vainly looked up to the dreſſing- 
room for a parting glance, whilſt Mr. Mor- 

daunt 
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Gaunt pretended to admire the landſcape: 


from the window on his fide ;—ſhe fo far re- 
covered herſelf, however, as to preſent him 


a countenance which had ſome pretenſions 
to cheerfulneſs, and in a few minutes con- 


verſed. with calmneſs and coherency. 


They had crept almoſt a foot pace for 


about two miles, when Mr. Mordaunt per- 


cCeiving that it would be impoſſible to reach 
town till it was entirely dark, at the rate 


they travelled, called to the lad to puſh on; 
and he was informed 1n reply, that the poor 
beaſts would do very well when they got 


But this favorable event not appearing 


likely to happen ſoon, Roſella enquired if it 
would not be Het ter to lend back the groom, 
and borrow Mils Beauclerc's horſes. 


She would not have ſuffered us to have 
left her houſe in this equiage,” returned 
Mr. Mordaunt, depend upon it, had not 
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that ſordid villain, her couſin, inſtantly ſold 
her carriages and horſes when he took poſ· 
ſeſſion of Avelines !“ | 
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Roſella was hurt at this intelligence almoſt 
to tears, but ſhe would not make any com- 
ment upon it. 
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The driver had taken them through 
Kingſton owing to ſome obſtruction in the 
other road, and with much laſhing, coax- 
ing, and ſwearing, had. reached the middle 
of” Pythey: heath when one of the animals 
refuſed to advance, and every eſſay to force 
it forward only increaſed the dark afpe& of 
affairs, by making it back the chaiſe into a 
hollow, where it overturned, in ſpite of the 


mutual efforts of the poſtillion and the ſer- 
vant who followed it. 


Neither Mr. Mordaunt nor his companion 
were in the leaſt hurt, but, for the firſt 
time in her life, Roſella heard an oath paſs 
his lips; for it was now very neafly dark, 

| and 


0 
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and the place by no means ſo ſafe as might | 
have been wiſhed. He curled the folly of zz. 
the driver for bringing them that way, and dai 
as the lad made no reply, and inftead of wa: 
aſſiſting to diſengage the vicious beaſt from boi 
the carriage, ſtood muttering execrations on cot 
his part, he began to fear that there was | anc 
more of deſign than accident in the circum- 
ſtance, eſpecially as in a few minutes after, 
he diſtinguiſhed the clattering of horſes' H dau 
boofs, which approached at full ſpeed. pla 


« Will,” cried he to the groom, have 
you your piſtols ?” 92 
The man replied that he did not know of dev 
ſtaying ſo late, and he had not brought 
them. 


% Pſha !” ejaculated his maſter, ſtill more | loft 
out of temper : I ſhall walk forward to the M_ © if 
next houſe,” reſumed he, taking the arm of Iv. 
Roſella, when I reach it, you ſhall ride 
on, and bring me another chaile.”? 


At 


At this moment the horſemen, inſtead 
of paſſing, ſuddenly ſtopped; and Mr. Mor- 
daunt fully expecting the uſual demand, 
was preparing to transfer his caſh without 
bond or. obligation, when a voice more 
courteous, enquired if he wiſhed for aſſiſt- 
ance. 


66 I thank you, Sir, returned Mr. Mor- 
daunt, „but I believe our moſt prudent . 
plan will be what I mentioned.” 

« Is the chaiſe then damaged ?” aſked the 
ſtranger. 

« ] don't think it is,” faid the poſt- boy; 
but I an't able to fit my horſe; for that 
devil has almoſt jammed my leg with the 
pole,” 

Why did you not before ſay that you 
was hurt?“ exclaimed Mr. Mordaunt in a 
{ofter accent than he had hitherto uſed ; 
if J had been aware of it, do you imagine 
I would have left you without aſſiſtance? 


— 


The 


186 ROS EI. LA. 


The ftranger, without any further preli- 
minary, diſmounted, and with the joint ef- 
forts of his own ſervant and Will, raiſed the 
fallen chaiſe, whilſt Mr. Mordaunt held the 
ſaddle-horſes. Roſella, meantime, offered 
the boy ſome hungary- water to bathe his leg, 
which he thankfully accepted; and as ſhe 
conſidered herſelf to be the primary cauſe of 
his misfortune, ſhe put a guinea into his 


hand, a /argeſſe that entirely conſoled him 


for it. 


He was quite unable, however, to ride 


but upon the bar of the chaiſe, and Mr. 
Mordaunt not chuſing to enter it again, 
reſolved to walk forward as he had in- 
| tended. 


The ſtranger then bade bim good night, 
and was mounting his horſe when Mr. Mor- 


daunt, having again taken the arm of his 


young charge, exclaimed 
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« You tremble, Roſella, are you {till 
frightened ?—Be of good cheer—we ſhalt 
ſoon reach a houſe.” 

* Roſella!” repeated the gentleman, 
walking again towards them, © is this Miſs 
Montreſor?“ 


Her conductor anſwered in the affirma- 
tive, for Roſella was dumb. 


6 But you, Sir, continued Mr. Mor- 
daunt, have no companion to announce 
you to us, either deſignedly or undeſignedly; 
and ] being literally in the dark, and figu- 
ratively in the dark, ſhould feel a ſatisfaction 
in being enlightened a little!“ 


The gentleman had given his horſe to his 
ſervant, and was now walking by their ſide. 


&© Miſs Montreſor does not recolle& my 


voice?“ {aid he, in a tone of enquiry. 


* Yes,” replied ſhe, in a heſitating ac- 
cent, © I beleve—I think I dot” 
1 « Will 
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„Will you have the goodneſs to prove 
it, returned he, „by introducing me to 
this gentleman.” 


| Roſella was ſilent. Fo. 


I beg your pardon, Madam,“ he con- 
tinued, © for my preſumption. You per- 
ceive, Sir,” addreſſing Mr. Mordaunt, 
e that this lady is far from being anxious to 
proclaim a name, which ſhe may perhaps 
imagine will not make a very brilliant figure 


in the liſt of her aſſociates; and as that is the 


caſe, I have little reaſon to be forward in an- 
nouncing myſelf to any of her friends.” 

6 You are miſtaken, Mr. Oberne,”” cried 
the. EE | 

A- hem!“ iſſued from the lungs. of 
Mr. Mordaunt, and Roſella no longer knew 
what ſhe meant to have further ſaid. 


FT he groom now pointed out a light at 2 


ſmall diſtance, that ſeemed to proceed from 
a houſe by its being ſtationary; and thither 


they 
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they, were glad to haſten for ſhelter from a 


heavy ſhower, which was faſt coming on; 


but to reach it, they were obliged to quit 
the road, and ſtumble over the 1nequalities 
of a trackleſs waſte. Roſella was {ill led 
by Mr. Mordauat, who being booted, did 


not obſerve the various hollows filled with 


water through which he dragged her; and 
as ſhe conſidered. the motive from which he 
had taken this unpleaſant excurſion, ſhe 
thought that at leaſt ſhe ought to bear the 
inconvenience of it with patience and for- 
titude. 


The rain now poured down in torrents, 
and they were yet a conſiderable diſtance 
from the light, when ſhe found herſelf walk- 
ing apparently into a pond, and called to her 
conducter to ftop; at the ſame moment 
Oberne, who was acquainted with the ſpot, 
caught her up, and carried her through the 
water, which was only knee deep—a teme- 
rity the elder gentleman very wiſely choſe 


not to hazard, but marched back again, and 


took 


190 ROSELL A. 


took a conſiderable circuit to rejoin his fait 
charge, who was ſcarcely landed when ſhe 
heard Mr. Mordaunt hallooing to her, and 
would have anſwered the call in perſon, but 
that Oberne would not ſuffer it; he urged 
her towards the ſhelter, which was nearer 
than he had ſuppoſed it, and with ſome 
difficulty they at length reached it. 

A woman who was, ſhe ſaid, juſt going to 
bed, and indeed it was the light 1n the 
upper apartment of her little tenement that 
had attracted the wanderers, ſtepped down, 
and opened the door: but alas! there 
was no fire in the cottage, nor had ſhe any 
fuel but a bundle or two, of ſticks her chil- 
dren had picked up on the heath, and they 
were too wet to light immediately, becauſe 
they had not been houled in the ſwrm. 


Oberne, who ſaw Roſella pale, fatigued, 
and forlorn, was inexpreſſibly uneaſy, and 
waited the arrival of Mr. Mordaunt with 


impatience, that they might hold a council 
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of war, whether even when a chaiſe was pro- 
cured, ſhe ought to venture into it with her 
wet garments; and ſhe was equally anxious 
for his arrival on his own account, for the 
ſtorm had increaſed to a hurricane of wind, 
accompanied by hail, rain, thunder, and 
tremendous flaſhes of lightning. Yet nei- 
ther Mr. Mordaunt nor the men appeared, 
and ſhe began to fear that he had unfortu- 
nately turned into a deeper part of the water, 


and that his calling had been the reſult of 
diſtreſs. 


Shocked to agony by this ſuppoſition, ſhe 
would have run out to {eek him, had not 
Oberne prevented her by a ORD exertion 
of ſtrength. 


« For Heaven's fake,” exclaimed he, 
pay ſome attention to yourſelf !—I will 
go in {earch of your friend, if you will pro- 
miſe to remain here.“ 

Run—fly then !” returned ſhe; * © he 1s 
drowned—1 am ſure he is!“ 1 


Oberne 


; 
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Oberne afferted that it was not poſſible; 


but he inſtantly left the cottage, and ſhe Pe 
heard his voice echo over the heath till the th. 
ſound died away, and then her imagination WC 
was dreadfully buſy in the moſt cruel con- a 1 
jectures. me 
C0) 
The woman ſaw. her extreme agitation, Kir 
and aſked if any of her company had ſtray- "on 
ed ?—Roſella informing her of the accident Ob 
ſhe apprehended, learned that there was no of 
water, for a conſiderable way round, deep her 
enough to drown any body; but to coun- on 
teract this good intelligence, the dame ſaid 
it was much more likely the poor gentleman 4 
was beſet by rogues, and belike murdered, yg 
Her gueſt ſhuddered, and the woman then of t 
proceeded to itate that a man had had his COIC 
throat cut, not above a month back, within ſhe 
a quarter of a mile of the place; and was dwe 
entering into every particular of the mur- Ws 
der, but that Roſella entreated her to for- he 
bear. perl 
V4 


Not 


« Not to be entirely idle, and in the hope 
perhaps of a reward, the conſiderate dame 
then undertook to make a fire with the wet - 
wood ; and after having filled her cabin with 
a ſmoke ſo thick that it drove her fair in- 
mate more than once into the ſtorm to re- 
cover her breath, ſhe at length ſucceeded in 
kindling a blaze; but Roſella could not feel 
cheered by it whilſt Mr. Mordaunt and 

Oberne remained unſheltered, and in a ſtate 
of alarm and diſtreſs that almoſt annihilated 
her faculties, ſhe waited half an hour with- 
out intelligence of cither. 


A violent knocking at the door then 
awakened her expectation ; but the woman 
of the houſe began to tremble and change 
color, from the recollection of the ſtory 
ſhe had been ſo cruelly prevented. from 
dwelling upon in all its horrors, and ſhe 
would not ſuffer Roſella to open it before 
ihe had made circumſtantial enquiries of the 
Perſon without. 
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cc Havn't you got a young lady here, 
Mother Smith “returned a hoarſe voice. 55 
“ Lack-a- daiſy, it's Jack Willis!“ cried MW 4; 
thedame, unbolting the entrance. —_ 15 


Roſella diſcovered the figure of Oberne | 
immediately behind that of the man, and 0 th 
eagerly aſked if Mr. Mordauat were ſafe ? | 


« Perfectly ſo,” he replied ; © he miſſed WWF h 
this cottage, and was admitted into another, ſu 
where he has been much alarmed.— You | 
wear mournivg !” exclaimed he, interrupt- 
ing himielf, «© I hope you have not loſt a 
very dcar friend?“ | 

It is for poor Mrs. Delaval that I 
mourn,” returned Roiclla ; „but tell me, 8 5 
am I to ſeek out Mr. Mordaunt, or will he ſta 
join me here?“ : | 
„The man is gone to conduct him 
| hither,” replied Oberne. | tak 
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Roſella then reſumed her ſeat, and the wo- | any 


man ran out for her laſt bundle of wood. low 
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As Oberne leant againſt the dark chimney- 
ſide, ſhe thought, as the light gleamed upon 
his face, that he was much altered ; and the 
intelligence of Povey ſuddenly recurring to. 
her, ſhe enquired, in an accent of kindneſs, 
if he had been indiſpoſed fince ſhe had laſt 


the pleaſure of ſeeing him. 


« The pleaſure of ſeeing me!“ repeated 
he abruptly ; © you had likewiſe the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing me ſolicit your notice for 'ten 
minutes, in vain : yet this was not according 
to the tenor of our compact at Dumbar- 


ton. 


Roſella remembered that this compact al- 
uded to his expected change of circum- 
ſtances. | 


Indeed,“ faid ſhe earneſtly, « you miſ- 
take, and do me injuſtice in ſuppoſing that 
I could have been guilty of ſuch rudeneſs to 
any one, much leſs could I have voluntarily 
lowered myſelf in the opinion of Mr. Oberne, 

| 2 2 to 
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to whom I acknowledge that I am indebted 
for many polite and humane attentions, at a 
moment I much required them.” 

« Then we are ſtil] good friends? 
he, taking a chair by her ſide. 

«Yes, 1 hope ſo, 

« Well then, my amiable Roſella, I will 
tell you 25 that has happened to me ſince I 
ſaw you.” 


' aſked 


The woman now entered with the fucl ; 
but, diſregarding her preſence, he conti- 


nued— 


& I was called to London upon buſineſs, 
which I will not trouble you to liſten to; 
but I muſt mention that it was of a nature 
to ſtrip me by a litigation of all that my im- 
providence had left. A man, cloſely allied 
to me by conſanguinity, offered to take my 


affairs into his hands, if I would transfer 


for. a proper conſideration, my right in the 
diſputed eſtate to him. But this I refuſed, 
merely. n becauſe it was urged. too 

warmly; 


* 


n 
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warmly; and the perſon, offended by my 
obſtinacy, endeavored to force my compli- 
ance by diſtreſſing me through the means of 
an agent, who was inſtructed to lend me 


money to defend the litigation, and then ar- 


reſt me for it.“ - Roſella ſhuddered.—“ I 
ſee you are acquainted with the circum- 
ſtance,” reſumed Oberne ; © indeed it was 
too public for a poſſibility of concealment,” 
yet I imagined it might not have reached 
your ear.— You know then, that by an ex- 
treme reſemblance between Lord Clanallan 
and myſelf, the very people he had employed 
to diſgrace a brother, miſtakenly forced him 
into confinement, and treated him with con- 
ſiderable perſonal violence, which acting 
upon the moit irritable temper, has nearly 
deſtroyed a+ health already undermined by 
diffipation. I diſcovered the colluſion to 
betray me; but at the earneſt requeſt of 
Lord Clanallan, Iforbore to punith the perfidy 
of his agent, and rode this morning to a ſmall 
place he has taken on Norebeton Common 


to avoid his aſſociates, that I might ſee him, 
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as he expreſſed himiſelf, before ls dies; but 
I believe his dejection operates to make him 
fear that his diſſolution is much nearer than 
I apprehend it to be.“ 
At was not you then,” ſaid Roſella, 
« who was hurt in St. James's-fſtreet ?“ 
Did you hear that it was me ?” aſked 
Oberne. 
« Yes, I heard it with extreme regret.” 
If fo,” cried he, I am almoſt ſorry 


that I muſt relinquiſh wy claim to fo kind 


and generous a concern.” 
« I will promiſe to renew it then,” ſaid 
Roſella, with more apparent gaiety than ſhe 


really felt, the next miſadventure in which, 


I may chance to hear you are engaged.” 

« You are obligingly provident,” return- 
ed he; but I muſt-entreat that you will 
not throw away all your compaſſion upon a 
broken head or a broken fortune, ſince there 
is another ſtill more ſerious evil as likely to 
overtake me as either.“ | 


She looked for an explanation, 
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at | « Oh Madam !” continued he, aſſuming - 
m N an air of levity, e can it be difficult to diſ- 
in cover that I mean a broken heart? - Ro- 
| | ſella ſmiled. . To be more ſerious I have 
a, felt a ſtrange vacuum in my boſom ſince 1 

SY quitted you—I have been moſt unaccount- 
d | ably inclined to melancholy and contempla- 


tion l have experienced a mortal abhor- 

H rence of the thoughtleſs extravagance which | 

ry 5 has injured my fortune — and I have a thou- 

ry FH fand times wiſhed to aſk you, if you could 
= condeſcend to live 


. 
—— I <p 8 ro 
o = oF - 


d | . 
e Where, or in what manner, Roſella could 


h not hear, for the return of Mr. Mordaunt 
g interrupted what ſhe conceived to be the 
1- moſt intereſting epoch of the interview. 
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4 ; „My dear child,” exclaimed he, a Jam 
re glad to find you ſo comfortably ſituated.— I 


o expect William every moment with a chaiſe, 
and I hope you will not remain long enough 

in your dripping garments to catch a fever; 

| 43537; but 
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but we muſt both expect a cold and ſore- 


throat at leaſt,” ' 
„ God forbid !” cried 1 ICC S 


as I have been theſe ten minutes laſt,”” he 


added with his uſual openneſs, « ] had for- 
gotten the neceſſity of a removal; 
' ſuch a dread as you have now inſpired, I 
mult regret the charming rete-d-tete For- 
tune has obliged me with.” 

« Dame,” faid Mr. Mordaunt to the 
good woman, who did not underſtand the 
compliment implied to her in the latter part 
of Oberne's ſpeech, © I ſuppoſe, as it is paſt 
your bed-time, you have been ſleeping in 
your chair,” | 

No, pleaſe your "WI returned ſhe 
ſimpering, © I han't been fleeping, only I 
thought the young gentleman and the young 
lady ſeemed to have ſo much to ſay to each 
other, that I fancied my cackle would be 
troubleſome.” 


Roſella now turned from the candle, which 


was flaring in the ſocket, that her crimſoned 
cheek 


but with 
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cheek might not be diſcerned, eſpecially 
when the weil- remembered A-hem” ſa- 


luted her ear; and ſhe was not diſpleaſed 
when the ſound of a carriage ſtopping near 
the door of the cottage, promiſed to relieve 
her from an embarraſſment that grew inſup- 
portable, from the filence that ſucceeded 
the woman's notable ſpeech ; for Oberne, 
recollecting the unreſerved communica- 
tion he had made in her preſence,” to 
which it appeared ſhe had not been ſo inat- 
tentive as he had imagined, was himſelf ras, 
ther diſconcerted. 


I be groom opened the door to announce 
the chaiſe; and Mr. Mordaunt looking out, 


obſerved that the rain was ſtill more violent 
than it had yet been, and it occurred to him 
that humanity mult oblige him to offer 
Oberne a place in the carriage; a propo- 
ſition he very eagerly accepted. | 


The diſaſters of the evening appeared now 
to be oyercome ; and the good woman, who 
K 5 had 
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had proved herſelf to be ſo patient a liſtener 


to an imaginary ſete-d-téte, found reaſon to 


- congratulate herſelf that her repoſe had been 
ſo fortunately, for her at leaſt, diſturbed. 


The firſt mile or two was paſſed in ſilence ; 
and Mr. Mordaunt then awakening from a 
reverie, addreſſed himſelf to Oberne—- 


L 


« Miſs Montreſor has informed me,” ſaid 


he, that I, with her other friends, have 
acknowledgements to return you, Sir, for 
your conſiderate aſſiſtance when ſhe found 
herſelf 1n a very unpleaſant ſituation ; and it 
gives me ſenſible pleaſure that I have thus 
met with an opportunity of offering” them, at 
a moment when T have witneſſed your ditin- 
tereſted humanity in behalf of people. to 
whom you ſuppoſed yourſelf a ſtranger.“ 


Oberne returned a polite anſwer; but 


Roſella filently remarked that it was devoid 
of that vivacity which generally characterized 
his replies. : 


As. 


8 
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| As they entered Piccadilly, Mr, Mordaunt 
enquired where he would wiſh to be ſet 
down ; and-as Oberne did not chuſe to de- 
tain Roſella a moment longer than would be 
found neceſſary in the uncomfortable chill- 
ed ſtate ſhe muſt neceſſarily be, he begged 
the chaiſe might ſtop at a coach-ſtand. 


« But will Miſs Montreſor allow me,” 
continued he, taking her hand, * to enquire 
to-morrow, how ſhe has endured this unmer- 
citul ſoaking ?” 


Roſella heſitated ; for the fidgets and 
apophthegms of Mrs. Methwald ruſhed to 
her memory, and ſhe would perhaps have 
declined ſeeing him in ſpite of her inclina- 
tion to the contrary, had not Mr. Mordaunt 
replied to the requeſt by giving him a card 


of addreſs, and ſaving, that young ladies of 


the preſent day were not much to be found 


at home ; but if Mr. Oberne would take the 


trouble to enquire for him, he ſhould be 
happy to ſee him at one o'clock, 


K 6 | Oberne, 
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Oberne, however diſappointed, took the 


hint, and accepted the appointment ; and 


the chaiſe then {topping to let him out, he 


| preſſed the hand of Roſeila, which he Kill 


held, bade her good night, and repeating 
the compliment to Mr. Mordaunt, they ſe- 


. 


« Tt was fortunate, my dear,” obſerved 
the old zentleman, * that this good-humor- 
ed fellow, this Oberne happened to be on 
the road.“ 


Roſella, imagining from this intimation 
that he ſuppoſed Oberne had not been un- 
acquainted with the expedition, was hurt 
that he ſhould entertain ſuch an idea. 


„ He told me,” rephed ſhe, “that he 


was returning from a viſit to Lord Clanal- 


. 


« J never heard, ſaid Mr. Mordaunt, 


« that his brother had any ſeat on this road ; 


but it 1s of very little conſequence to the 
| world 
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world where he plants himſelf : for I be- 
lieve he is a moſt worthleſs fellow, and I 
have been informed that he has uſed this. 
young man very ill.” 


Roſella was filent ; nor did her compa- 
nion renew the converſation before they 
reached home. 


- 


CHAP. VIII. 


Maiden perſeverance—and an unfaſſuonable young 
| woman of ja//:zon. 


Vis. METHWALD was not yet re- 


turned from her dinner viſit ; and Roſella, 
delighted to eſcape her faſtidious and formal 
converſation, retired immediately to her 

3 Eo. chamber, 
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chamber, having received an injunction from 
Mr. Mordaunt to take care of herſelf - an 
attention he ſeconded by ſending Mrs. Meth- 
wald's maid to iee that every precaution was 
uſed to prevent her from catching cold. 


The firſt thing Roſella diſcovered, on en- 
tering her apartment, was a letter on the 
dreſſing-table, which ſhe was informed, 
had been placed there, in the morning, by 
the lady of the houſe. She ſeized it with a 
curious hand, and on breaking the teal, diſ- 


cerned the writing of Mrs. Methwald, who 


took this method of informing her, amidſt 
innumerable profeſſions of friendſhip, and 
many very wile and pretty ſentences, that 
ſhe could not poſſibly think of offering her 
the houſe where ſhe preſided, as a perma- 
nent aſylum, as circumſtances might ariſe 
to make her own ſtay there uncertain ; then 
followed many other reaſons why the thing 
could not be thought of, the moſt forcible 
of which was, that two people who would 
fly voluntarily, and with impatience, to 


enjoy 


EN 


tid 
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enjoy the ſociety of each otherten monthsout 
of the twelve, would travel to the extremi- 


ties of the globe rather than be compelled ; 


to endure each other for ſix. 


& As the lady has been married,” thought 


Roſella, © ſhe ſpeaks. from experience, I 


ſuppoſe.“ 


%“ You will think this,” continued Mrs: 
Methwald's letter, © a very frightful pic- 
ture of human nature; but I fear it is a juſt 
one. 8 

. 

« It is a juſt picture of a ſpoiled child,” 
repeated Roſella internally, „and it may be 
a juſt picture of the temper of a childiſh, 
capricious woman; but that it is a juſt pic- 
ture of human nature, and may be indiſ- 
criminately applied, is I hope, only the 
error of a writer of ſentences, who to turn 
a phraſe ſmartly, would in matters of opi- 
nion, almoſt turn Mahometan.” 
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The conclufion of this letter, which 


Nancy did not ſuffer her to read without 


many Tremonſtrances, ſoftened extremely 
however; for it entreated that Roſella would 
conſider herſelf as a welcome viſiter in the 
houſe, where her brother would always be glad 


to lee her, and hoped that her viſits would be 


long and frequent ; but Mrs. Methwald fur- 
ther added, that ſhe would promiſe, in order 
that both Miſs Montreſor and herſelf might 


feel more at liberty and independent of each 


other, that when ſhe was engaged to families 
of ſuch rank and diſtinction that her young 
inmate, from not being uſed to ſuch ſociety, 
might feel uncomfortable in it, ſhe would, 


with the familiarity of friendſhip, leave her 


at home. 


« J am obliged to you, Madam !?* ejacu- 
"Hated Roſella, as her memory preſented her 
with the contents of this epiſtle, whilſt ſhe 
repoſed her head on the pillow ; © it is cer- 


tainly a moſt confiderate precaution, to ſpare 
thoſe 
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thoſe bluſhes my ruſticity might otherwiſe 
occaſion you and myſelf.” | 


As ſhe reflected upon this very prudent 
letter, the felt puzzled how to act. Mrs. 
Methwald had tacitly allowed her to accept 
the hoſpitable propoſition of her brother, 
without urging any objection; and now, in 
a manner that appeared to forbid an open 
diſcuſhon, ſhe put a veto upon it! | 


«. What,” thought ſhe, “onght to be 
the extent of my viſits ?—What am I to un- 
derftand by the indefinite terms, long and 
frequent ?—A month is certainly a long 
viſit ; but if I am urgent to quit the houſe 
at the end of that period, what caprice and 


ingratitude may not Mr, Mordaunt accuſe 
me of?“ 


Vexed, and uncertain of what ſhe ought 
to do- with the ſubject of Oberne's expect- 
ed conference with her old friend interven- 
ing every moment to perplex her ſtill more, 


. - the 
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ſhe at length ſunk to reſt, after having re- 
ſolved to acquaint Mr. Ellinger with her 
dilemma, who would ſhe imagined, hint it 
to Mr. Mordaunt, or aſſiſt her in deciding 
what it would be moſt proper to do. To 
her mother ſhe would not complain or ap- 
peal, from the fear of diſturbing her quiet, 


or transferring an anxiety to her boſom, ſhe 


rather choſe to endure wholly herſelf. 


The next morning ſhe roſe with a cold and 
ſlight cough, but not of ſufficient import— 
ance to retain her in the houſe, and ſhe 
found that Mr. Mordaunt had eſcaped won- 
derfully—a circumſtance that conſoled her 
for the unpleaſant ſenſation ſhe experienced 
when ſhe was left alone with Mrs. Meth- 
wald after breakfaſt ; but the good lady 
found out ſo many ſubjects to expatiate 
upon in ſucceſſion, that Roſella had as little 
opportunity as inclination to advert to the 
letter. Indeed ſhe began, when the clock 
had ſtruck twelve, to attend more to the 


opening of the ſtreet - door than to the conver- 
ſation 
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ſation of her companion; and as the mo- 
ment of appointment approached, her ab- 
ſence and anxiety increaſed. A carriage at 


length ſtopped before the houſe, but no rap 


followed. 


1 am going to make purchaſes this 
morning,” ſaid Mrs. Methwald, „“ and 
ſhould be glad of your company,” 


Roſella bowed ; ſhe did not venture to 
excuſe herſelf, leſt the lady, on learning the 
viſit of Oberne, ſhould ſuppoſe her refuſal 
originated in indecorous motives ; ſhe for- 
got however, to put on her cloak and gloves, 
and Mrs. Methwald was obliged to wait 
whilſt ſhe equipped herſelf—a fituation, ſhe 
afterwards ſaid, Mrs. Creſſy had never placed 
her in, to the day of her marriage. 


When they had driven about for nearly two 
hours, the buſineſs of this ſententious per- 
ſonage had exhauſted itſelf, and ſhe conde- 
icended to aſk Roſella if ſhe wiſhed to call 

any 
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any where in the neighbourhood, before ſhe 


returned home. 


„But I recollea,” added Mrs. Meth- 
wald, © that my brother told me you had 
not ſeen Mr. Ellinger fince your journey ; 
and as I believe it would be right that you 
ſhould not fail in attention to him, the car- 
riage ſhall take you to Chancery-lane, whilſt 
I call in upon a friend in Brook-ſtreet ; but 
you will have the goodneſs not to detain me 
too long.— I am forry I cannot accompany 
you to the houſe of your guardian ; for 
really the manners and affociates of his fa- 
mily are ſo different from mine, that I 1 
6 To me, Madam,” ſaid Roſella gravely, 

* no apology can ſurely be neceflary.—l am 
much obliged to you for the opportunity you 
ſo conſiderately offer me, of obeying any in- 
timation Mr. Mordaunt condeſcends to give 


25 


me. 


When ſhe had ſet down her unpleaſant 


companion in Brook-ftreet, Roſella once 
more 
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more bent her way to the reſidence of Mr. 


IC Ellinger, who was now at home, and re- 
ceived her with much civility. 

1 When the uſual ſalutations were paſt, he 

: | 


made a grievous complaint of the ſcandalous 
: imprudence of his wife, and congratulated 


727 his ward upon her acquiſition of fortune. 
r- 
iſt | 

? «© Mr. Povey,” added he, © was here yeſ- 
wy terday, to make propoſals to you; and I 
85 think, child, conſidering all things, you. 
11 ought to inap at them ;—a prudent match 
for ; ; 5 : 

; juſt now would ſet every thing right again. 

a- . i : 

5 So I adviſed him to apply to your good friend 
F Mordaunt, and told him I would give him 
dp all my intereſt ; and he promiſed, if no en- 
am 5 | | 

gagement intertered, that he would call upon 
ou g ha 
him as ſoon as he was up to-day ; but I dare 
in- 5 , : 
_ jay that will not be till twelve or one, for 
he is an idle dog when there is any buſineſs in 

hand,” 
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Roſella had hitherto ſat in ſilent ſurpriſe 
at this intelligence; but when Mr. Ellinger 
mentioned twelve or one o' clock, ſhe ſtarted 
up in an emotion not to be repreſſed, and 
declared her abhorrence of a man who could 
treat her with ſuch inſult and impertinence 
as ſhe had experienced from Mr. Povey. 


The dowager Mrs. Ellinger at this mo— 
ment entered the room, rubbing the flour 
and paſte from her hands with a handker- 


chief that bore the marks of rappee. 


% 


« Bleſs me, my dear,” exclaimed ſhe, 
„ why you ſeem in tip-top ſpirits !—Aye, 


Miſs, ſuch good offers don't happen to every 
body ;—what though you've got vour pocket 


full of money, let me tell you a good huſ- 
band, that will take care of it, 1s not to be 


had every day in the week.“ 
« If you mean Mr. Povey,” replied 


Roſella, with conſiderable impatience in her 


accent and manner, which I ſuppoſe from 
what 
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what Mr. age has ſaid, I ſhall never give 
him that trouble, Madam.” | 


The old woman od her hands and her 


handkerchief in ſurpriſe. 


j?? 


% A-hey day!“ exclaimed ſhe, © what 
maggot's in the wind now !” 

Roſella, rather aſhamed of her warmth, 
contemplated a retreat ; and turning to Mr. 
Ellinger, told him that ſhe would take an- 
other opportunity of ſpeaking to him upon 
an affair, concerning which ſhe wiſhed to 
take his advice. 


« Stay, child, ſtay,” replied he, © what is 
your haſte ?—lake my advice now, and 
don't turn up your noſe at what I have pro- 
poſed :—let me tell you that Povey will be 
pretty well of, marry or not marry ; for his 


uncle is a ſnug old fellow, and has no other 
heir than him.“ 
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« Mrs. Methwald will, J fear, be diſ- 


pleaſed,” interrupted Roſella, if I detain 


the carriage any further.“ 


$6 Well then fend it away, and dine with | 


us,” cried the old lady, * and we will ſend 
for Povey, and ſettle matters this bleſſed 


day. Come, come, I ſee you only want a 


little begging and praying.” | | 

« Mr. Povey's character, ſaid Roſella 
firmly, „appears to me in a light ſo unfa- 
vorable, that no perſuaſion ſhould induce 
me to receive his addreſſes; which I am con- 
vinced he would never have made to me, 
had he not learned the legacy of my poor 


1 Mrs. Delaval.“ 
« Aye, child,” returned Mr. Ellinger, 


* ] wanted to talk to you about that. Mr. 
Mordaunt can now take you into his own 


houſe, now you have got twenty thouſand 


pounds to your fortune—when you had not 
two, you could be ſuffered to live with me; 


and as to the objection of my wife being 


away, that's all nothing: though: to be ſure 


I expected our friend, the good lady at 
Avelines, 
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1 would have interfered and adjuſt- 


ed matters a little, as there was always ſuch 


an affection between them. — Here have I 
paid three hundred pounds, all bills which 
Mrs. Ellinger contracted without my knows 


ledge! And it is, ſhe muſt needs confeſs, 


very hard upon me that I ſhould be ſaddled 


with the whole, when Mrs. Ellinger was : 


always ſpared to attend upon Miſs Beauclerc 
whenever ſhe was wanted, and was never 
backward, I muſt ſay for her, to execute 
any commiſſion that was given, her ;—and 
this, my dear, I hope you will repreſent to 
the good lady.—But I was ſaying, as to the 
objection of your being here—why, if Mats 
Beauclerc deſires it, I will take Mrs. Ellinger 
home 5 

6 Take her home!“ repeated the dow- 
ager; and would you be ſuch a fool, after 


what I have told you over and over, that 


you would be poiſoned with dirt, and ſent to 


4 jail ?—But I fee how it is; I'll pack up my 
alls, and leave you to your trolloping fine 
lady !—The houſe don't hold her and me, 
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mind that, Sun] don't ſtay neither, tobe | 
the flave, and ſnubbed by a dawdle that wh 
can't make an apple-dumpling !—No, no— ger 


but ſo it is with you all—the' poor mother's 
ſent a trudging, and the wife's lady-para- 
mount all the world over Such a wife as 
your's indeed, with her milliner's bills, and 
all her ſcores unpaid !” 


Roſella, fhocked, frightened, and diſguſt- 
ed, repeated that Mrs. Methwald would be 
diſtreſſed for the carriage; and in the confu- 
ſion of accuſation and recriminating violence 
that enſued, made her eſcape, and was half 
a mile from the houſe before either party re- 

collected themſelves, 


'The time had, however, appeared longer 
than it was in reality; Mrs. Methwald was 
not ready to return home, and the lady of 
the houſe ſent to beg Miſs Montreſor would 


walk up ſtairs. 
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Roſella was uſhered into a drawing- room, 
where an elderly, formal - looking, very plain 
gentlewoman juſt peeped in, and making 
a half-curtſey;/ returned to an aqdjoining 
apartment, to continue a confidential com 
munication to her dear friend Mrs. Meth- 
wald. But it happened that, as ſhe was ra- 
ther deaf, her companion was compelled to 
raiſe her voice to be heard; and the lady 
herſelf uſually ſpoke in a loud key, that ſhe 
might diſtinguiſh her own accents ; ſo that 
Roſella, without any intention of liſtening, 
could hear the principal part of the conver- 
ſation. | . 1801 


My dear Madam, ſaid the miſtreſs of 
the manſion, © I know not how I can ex- 
preſs my gratitude for the kind concern you 


take in my welfare I fear you will be tired of 


my detail.“ 
% By no means,” returned Mrs. Meth- 


wald, raiſing her voice much above its uſual 


querulous pitch; © I beg I may be inform- 
2 L 2 ed 
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ed of the whole, ſince you do me the honor 
to think me worthy ot your confidence.“ 
1 My dear Ma'ar 41⸗ exclaimed the 


other 6 well, I believe I was telling you 
of the cruel flights I have received ſince his 
return to town. I. no ſooner heard of the 
ſelfiſn machinations, of his. brother, than J 
begged to ſpeak, with the faithleſs Oberne; 


for 1 ſtill regard him as my betrothed huſ- 


band, in ſpite of his deſertion, as 1 conceive 


that I am not Marranted in breaking through 
my engagement pecans 5 is regardleſs of 
1 3 

&« Ah Made” 1 Mrs. Meth- 
wald, your principles are fo exemplary !” 
Dear Ma'am !—well; but I wrote, I 
entreated, 1 expoſtulated in vain ;—he had 
the heart to ſend me in auſwer, that he 
thought the moſt injurious part. of his bro- 
ther's conduct was that which had entan- 


_gled him in the ſlighteſt ſemblance of at- 


tachment or engagement, where, | well knew 
ncither the one nor the other exiſted. — This, 


Madam, was cruel, and you might have ſup- 
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poſed deciſive; but no difficulty could im- 
pede muy efforts tè act with the utmoſt pro- 
priety and honor !—T told him he had ta- 


citly plighted me his faith, though not at 
the altar; but I conſidered him equally my 
own, and that I was firmly his, and his I 
would continue to be. — The barbarian ! 
what an anſwer did he fend me !—His affec- 
tions were engaged to a moſt amiable and 
lovely young woman, he ſaid, at whole feet 


he meant to lay himſelf and his fortunes, 
broken as they were; nor ſhould the abſurd 


plans and iniquitous ſchemes of Lord Cla-- 


nallan prevent his happineſs, if no more po- 
tent obſtacle intervened. . 


wald. 
7180 Admirkble' = liloquized Roſella ; Ger 
ſne hoped that ſhe was the object thus che- 
riſned. This then,” thought ſhe, “is the: 
woman whom he mentioned to me—it is 
ſingular enough that chance ſhould have 
conducted me to her houſe !??.. 


13 « But, 


« Horrible !” exclaimed Mea! Meth- 
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c But, Madam,“ continued the deaf en. 


morata, , I; hear that his brother is at the 


point of death; and 1 think I may entertain 


reaſonable hopes that my infidel, when he has 


tbe honor of his title and family to main- 
"tain, will give up any imprudent plan he 


may have formed, and return to his alle- 
giance and to happineſs.— l hear too, that 
the creature who has faſcinated him, is a little 
adventurer, whom he met with at 5 


At this moment a violent rapping at the 
ſtreet- door prevented Roſella from diſtin- 
guiſhing what this ſlighted but pertinacious 
dulcina further ſaid.” A ſervant threwopen the 


door of the apartment where ſhe ſat, and was 
going to announce a lady who immediately 
followed him, but ſtopped on obſerving that 


the drawing- room was only occupied by 


Roſella. a. 


« If my aunt is engaged,” ſaid the new 


viſitant, inform her that I am not in haſte.” 


Roſella, 


ROSELLA. 223 
Roſella, at the firſt glance, recognized 
Lady Lucy. Eſtcourt; but as ſhe was doubt- 
ful in what light ſhe ſhould herſelf be beheld, 
| the merely bowed in filence, in return for 
her ſalutation. 


« I believe J have the pleaſure of ſeeing 
Miſs Montreſor, ſaid the amiable young 
woman, extending her hand to Roſella with 
unaffected complacency ; * and. I. cannot. 
forget that 1 have her pardon, to entreat for 
a very impertinent commiſſion with which [I 
entruſted Mr. Delamere at Guairdy.—Be- 
lieve me, Madam,” continued ſhe, © when 
our good old friend Mr. Mordaunt, .unde- 
ceived me, and. I diſcovered. the error I had 
adopted, however mortified I could not fail 
to be at my own officiouſneſs and want of 
diſcernment, I experienced a fatisfaction and. 
pleaſure, which your forgiveneſs will com- 
pletely ratify ; and if T did not fear that you 
would add to my liſt of offences, an effort 
to make my peace by adulation, I ſhould 
venture to predict, from the amiable cha- 
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tacter of four'countenance, that I need not 


deſpair.” 
And I too ſhould fear,” +eplied Roſella, 


| preſfing the hand ſhe held, „that if your 


Ladyſhip could tranſlate the ſentiments that 


now contend for utterance, I ſhould be ac- 


cuſed of an admiration almoſt enthuſiaſtic |” 


Oh you flatterer!” exclaimed Lady 


Lucy; © however I accept your compli- 
ment; and now you cannot refuſe me your 
friendſhip without retracting.” 


Roſella eagerly declared that ſhe conſider- 
ed this overture 4s the moſt delightful favor 

Fortune could beſtow upon her: and whilſt 
Lady Lucy waited the appearance of her 


aunt, they entered into a converſation con- 


fidential, in ſome degree, on either fide ; for 


though they had hitherto ſo little met, they 


experienced a reciprocal ſentiment of good- 


will, that diſtanced the forms of a recent or 


ſlight acquaintance. 
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« Mr. Delamere informed me,” ſaid 
Lady Lucy, © that you much intereſted. 
yourſelf for an unhappy young man whom 
chance threw in your way in the North. 
Perhaps you have not heard his fate?“ 


Roſella replied that ſhe had not. 


« He could not be prevailed upon to 
withdraw from the purſuit inſtituted againſt 
him,” reſumed Lady Lucy, when he 
learned the deſtiny of his unfortunate fami- 
ly; but he could not endure the miſery of 
his reflections, when in his confinement he 
had nothing to divert his minq; from them 
even a moment, and he ended his life by his 
own hand!“ 


Roſella ſhuddered. 


« Poor Mompeſſon !“ exclaimed ſhe, 
His ſiſters,” added the fair informant, 
have not, I believe, recoyered their reaſon ; 
i W--; nor 
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nor doll 1 think the circumſtance at all to be 
defired ! * 


| Roſella gave her concurrent opinion, and 
a ſilence of a few ſeconds enſued, which Lady 
Lucy at length interrupted. 


« My good aunt,” ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, “ is 
engaged, I underſtand, with her confidante 
Mrs. Methwald ; and I hope my dear Miſs 
Montreſor will excuſe the inattention of a 
poor, deſerted, love- ſick lady, eſpecially as 
ſhe 1s herſelf the' cauſe of the misfortune, I 
believe!“ 

«© Me, Ma' am!“ ſaid Roſella with a deep 
bluſh. 

« ] am apprehenſive that You al think 
me impertinent, a ſecond time,” reſumed 


the other, taking her hand, and ſpeaking in 


a lower voice; “ yet I muſt inform you how 
the affair ſtands, for fear you ſhould fancy a 
certain gentleman in fault in this very dark 
buſineſs, —My aunt Venables, who has cer- 
tainly, poor lady, been rather unfortunate 
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in her attachments, fixed upon Oberne two 


winters back, as her adorer for the ſeaſon; 
and as he had then ſpent his younger bro- 
ther's portion, and meant, like Orlando, to 
« p0 ſeek his fortunes,” Lord Clanallan en- 
deavored to make him improve upon the 
favorable opinion of the lady; but the youth 
was ſtubborn, and with much difficulty was 
entrapped into one ſolitary viſit, which was 
however, conſtrued by my good aunt into a 

declaration, I would not,” added Lady 
Lucy, „have hazarded your cenſure by this 


explanation, which moſt probably, you 
think it does not become me to give; only 


that J fear, from the long conference in the 


dreſſing- room, you may be induced to believe 


a different ſtory by and by.” 


Roſella imagined ſhe ought to diſclaim all 
intereſt in the conduct of Oberne ; but her 
faltering tongue and bluſhing cheek contra- 
dicted her words, and Lady — lavghed 
at the proteſt, 
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To ſet you an example of fincerity,” 
ſaid ſhe, „I will 'confels to you that the 
buſineßs which brings me to town to-day, is 
x compliment I think it right to pay my 
poor aunt, by informing her in perſon of a 
change of name that will ſoon take place in 
the family; but to ſay the truth, my confi- 


dence will not have the merit of being of long 


ſtanding, as I could not have concealed the 
circumſtance from you three days hence.“ 


Encouraged by this good-humored uanre- 
ſerve, Roſella mentioned Mr. Delamere, and 
enquired if ſhe had gueſſed right. Lady 
Lucy replied in the affirmative, and received 
the ſincere congratulations of her new friend, 
who felt concerned that the entrance of Miſs 
Venables and Mrs. Methwald now interrupt— 
ed the tete- d- tete. 


Her chaperon coldly pronounced her name, 
and the lady of the manſion bowed in a 
ſupercilious manner, and thus paſſed the in- 
troduction. 
oF | As 
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As Mrs. Methwald marched gravely down 
ſtairs when ſhe had taken her leave, Lady 
Lucy ſtopped Roſella in the anti-room, and 
ſaid in a whiſper 


It is all over with vou you are diſco- 
vered to be the thief ! If you ſhould ſurvive 


your repentance, I will hope to have the real 


pleaſure of receiving you as my firſt viſiter 
when J have an eſtabliſhment of my own.“ 


Roſella, highly gratified, returned a look 
of delighted atient, and followed Mrs. Meth- 
wald, who in a fit of ſpleen, to which ſhe 


I 


was rather ſubject, had popped into her car- 


riage, and left her gueſt to follow at leiſure a 
ſlight which in her preſent happy temper of 


mind, was entirely unheeded. 
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ROSELL As 


CHAP. K. 


Tacertitude—a huſband's ſketch of a decorous wiſe, 


IT was four o'clock when they reached 
home ; and Roſella, {pite of the ſatisfaction 
the offered friendſhip of Lady Lucy afforded 
her, could not avoid reflecting with agita- 
tion, that Oberne had had the expected 
conference with Mr. Mordaunt, whoſe pru- 
dence had perhaps annihilated his hopes : ſhe 
recollected likewiſe, with vexation, the pre- 


ſumption of Povey ; and longed, yet dread- 


ed, to meet the countenance of her old 
friend. | 


Her 


i 


2 
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Her expectations of a private conference 
with him, however, were completely cruſh- 
ed, when ſhe learned that Mr. and Mrs. 
Creſſy dined with the family, beſides a gen- 
tleman or two. But a ſudden idea ftruck 
her, that one of the other viſitants, thus 
characterized by Nancy as a gentleman or 
two, might poſſibly be Oberne; and ſhe 
haſtily dreſſed herſelf, that ſhe might be firſt 
in the drawing-room. Yet the lady of the 
houſe had already preceded her, becauſe Mrs. 
Crefly was arrived ; and Roſella endeavoring 
to reſtrain her expectations, fat in a ſtate of 
painful incertitude and emotion. 


At length Mr. Mordaunt appeared ; but 
he accoſted her without any peculiar mean- 
ing in his eye, and ſhe eagerly watched in 
vain for a ſentence, a word, or ſignal that 
ſhe could tranſlate in favor of her wiſhes ; 
heſlightly mentioned, indeed, their miſchance 
of the preceding evening, but the name of 
Oberne did not eſcape his lips. 
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Jo increaſe her diſquiet, Mr. Creſſy, who 


was a profeſſed man of taite, and a connoiſ- 


ſeur of faſhionable attractions, tormented 


her with aſſurances of an improved manner; 


and very ſeriouſly declared that her 7ournure 
was charming. 


Mrs. Creſſy ſmiled, and nodded her ap- 
probation of theſe encouraging informations, 
and even her mother aflented; but not with- 


out a change of color, and a motion of the 
head that looked ſuipicious. 


Old Philip, who acted as groom of the 
chambers, now threw open the drawing-foom 
door, and announced Mr. Leſley. Roſella 
was diſappointed ; but ſhe would not even 
yet give up her hopes, till they deſcended to 
dinner without evincing any expectation of 
an addition to the party, and her ſpirits then 
ſunk in proportion as they had been CO” 
ant betore. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Creſſy, who ſat next her, and ima- 
gined that ſhe was overwhelmed with timi- 
dity upon this occaſion, affected to encourage 
her, that ſhe might ſhake it off; and Mr. 
Mordaunt, who liked neither his niece nor 
her huſband, was rather ſilent; but Mrs. 
Creſſy made up for his taciturnity by an in- 
ceſſant cant gabble, compoted of ſhreds of 
incomprehenſible philoſophy, common-place 
chit-chat occurrences, Bon-mots uttered- in 
her box at the Opera, the brilliant atchieve- 
ments of Engliſh Admirals, and the Spartan 
harangues of the French Dire&ory, mixed 
up with a perpetual tide of {miles and ſim- 
pers, apd occaſional alluſions to the excel- 
lent arrangements of her own eſtabliſhment, 
rather at the expence of that which her mo- 
ther ſuperviſed. 


All this was evidently directed to Mr. 
Leſley, who ſtemmed the torrent, or ſailed 
with the ſtream, as well as he was able, and 
contrived, now and then, to call the momen- 
tary attention of Rolella, by an occaſional 


appeal to her ſentiments and opinion. 
When 
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When the ladies withdrew after dinner, 


Mrs. Methwald retired with her daughter to 


her own dreſſing- room, to repeat the hiſtory 
of Miſs Venables and Oberne ; and Roſella 
threw herſelf into a ſeat in the drawing- 


room, well pleaſed to be thus left to the in- 


dulgence of her reflections, which wholly 
occupied her for a length of time ſhe was ſo 
little aware of, that ſhe was ſurpriſed to ſee 


Mr. Leſley walk into the apartment, when 


ſhe could not have imagined that the dining- 


room party had begun to diſperſe. 


Ile looked round very cautiouſly, as if 


the everlaſting prattle of Mrs. Creſſy were 
ſul ringing in his ears, and he feared to be- 
hold her at bis elbow; büt finding himſelf 
agreeably miſtaken, he haſtened to Roſella, 


and with ſcarcely any preliminary, dreading 
perhaps an interruption from the return of 


the ladies, or the entrance of the gentle- 
men, he entreated her permiſſion to apply to 


Mr. Mordaunt for. his countenance in ad- 


dreſſing her. 


Roſella 


la 


Roſella, indignant at a precipitation 
that indicated a tolerable aſſurance of ſuc- 
ceſs, and confuſed at the nature of the de- 


mand, heſitated for an anſwer, when the 
voice of Mr. Creſſy in the adjoining room 


added to her agitation. 


«© You do not forbid me then?“ ſaid 
Leſley. 


She had not time to undeceive him be- 
fore Mr. Creſſy entered, who fancying he. 
had made an important diſcovery, turned 
from the lady to the gentleman with a very 
ſignificant ſmile, and hinted rather plainly 
at the ſtyle of converſation he believed he 
had interrupted 5 whilit Roſella endeavored. 
in vain to ſhut her ears againſt his innuendos, 
which created in her an impatience ſhe could; 
ſcarcely control; nor did Mrs, Creſty, when 
ſhe condeſcended to re-appear, hear them 


with more ſang froid, 


Her 
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236 ROSELLA. | 
Her huſband; as much pleaſed with his 

newly poſſeſſed fecret as a monkey is with a 

piece of looking glaſs, flew off after' coffee, 


do circulate it amongſt thoſe of his aſſociates 


who remained in town; ; and the dearth of 
topics from the deadneſs of the ſeaſon, join- 
ed to his induſtry, had in a very ſhort ſpace 
the expected effect of rendering entirely pub- 


lic the approaching marriage of Lady Mor- 


teyne's brother with Mr. Mordaunt's ward ; 
who was talked of under a variety of cha- 


racters, amongſt which that of the amiable. 
and captivating young heireſs _ to pre- 


* 


1 


1 he next morning her good old friend Bob 
fired that ſhe would follow him inro his 
ſtudy ; and when the was ſeated, he put on 


his ſpectacles in filence, and rummaged 
amoneſt ome papers for nearly five minutes, 
exclaiming at intervals 


„ Pſha—that is not it-yes no- have 


miſlaid it!“ 


«© Can 
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e Can ] affiſt your ſearch?“ ſaid Roſella, 
with a palpitating heart; - may J enquire. 
what you miſs?“ 

A N my dear—aJetter tuat relates 


to you.” 


«''To me, Sir ! ** 

Ves, yes you are ſurpriſed, I Fe 
that I ſhould receive a letter relating to you 
and I am equally, and more unaffectedly, 
INNER at the aſſurance of the fellow.“ 


Roſella, who was thinking 1 Obeme, felt 
chagrined and hurt. 

* You are no longer,” reſumed the old 
man, © Roſella Montrefor, poſſeſſing merely 
a competency, whom the {warm of money- 
hunting puppies would have overigoked !— 
No—you are now charming, faſcinating !— 
You are amiabic, accompliſhed, and irre- 
ſiſtible it ſeems !—And fince the death of 
your good friend, and your acquiſition of 
fortune, you are ſuddenly ſo improved in 
lovelineſs, that I have received in your behalf 

two 


” 
8 r 
——— 


S 
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* | two tenders of wounded hearts, and very deep Wh 
4 . palmed hands, which a leſs ſum than thirty not 
4 ö thouſand pounds would not fill up.“ j ſul 
4 Roſella could not reply with vivacity to acc 
5 this juſt obſervation; indeed ſhe hoped that pu] 
2 it was not jut—ſhe hoped that Oberne in; 
no would have acted in the ſame manner, had Ell 
1 ſhe ſtill been the inſignificant Roſella Mon- the 
treſor, with only two thouſand pounds to ſert 
preſent him. How great then was her ſur- lad 
prile to find, that poor or rich, an unpro- deſl 
tected orphan, or a wealthy ward, Oberne any 
thought not of her! at leaſt he had not 5 
1 given any proof that he did; for the two pro- 2 T6 
-Y poſals Mr. Mordaunt ſpoke of, were from 
4 the unthought-of Povey, and Mr. Leſley : I 
4 thbe firſt by letter, the ſecond in perſon dau 
1 I before he withdrew on the preceding even- 
4 ing. : | ' 
by this 
The countenance of Roſella betrayed a me! 
very ſtrongly- marked diſappointment; but Pro 
her old friend appeared not to obſerve it. 


* Af 


ut 
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As for this Povey,” ſaid he, “ you will 
not be diſpleaſed, I ſuppoſe, if I reje& his 
ſuit, though my coadjutor, Ellinger, favors 
his pretenſions it ſeems ; but that is eafily 
accounted for: he imagines that if this 
puppy obtains your money, he will not be 
in a hurry to reſume his quill ; and young 
Ellinger, I hear, has made himſelf uſeful to 
the uncle, who, ſince his hopeful nephew de- 
ſerted him, has undertaken to advance the 
lad's intereſt But Mr. Lefley's application 
deſerves attention; and, if my advice has 
any weight, you will take time to reflect upon 
it, He is a young man of family, poſſeſſes 
a reſpectable property, and is nobly allied.“ 


Roſella would ſcarcely ſuffer Mr. Mor- 


daunt to conclude the {ſentence 


«© Al Sir!“ exclaimed ſhe, © did you not 
this moment ſay, that but for the kind re- 
membrance of Mrs. Delaval, this man would 
probably not have condeſcended to notice 

| me ? 
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1 | | me? and can I experience any gratitude for || faic 
4 au attachment ſo mercenary ?'? | LE 
'H „ There, there!” returned Mr. Mor- cal 
1 daunt, * now jou muſt ſport your romance 3 
i4 ; and heroics II thought, child, you had been 0 
. 1 ſurfeited of ſuch folly, In the name of God, tak 
a do you ſuppoſe a man is to cull a wife out alm 
4 of a dairy or a hay-field, to prove that he 1s had 
a diſintereſted ?—Or that he is to provide a obli 
. race of beggars to his family name, to ſhew 1nd 
= the world that he deſpiſes the droſs that is for 1 
9 to buy them bread ?—If you don't mean to gen 
7% accept the propoſals of any man till you are io 0 
9h aſſured that he is wholly indifferent to your the 
MM. fortune, by all means divelt yourſelf of every circi 
3 : farthing, and wait till you are ſought after Prop 
#4 | portionleſs and deſtitute.” to ſt 
Y INg, 
YH Roſella ſaw that he was diſpleaſed, and it ha 
4 ſuppreſſed what further ſhe wiſhed to urge; [l mn 
ad yet ſhe found in herſelf ſo great a repug- thou 
nance to encourage, even tacitly, any idea paſt, 
that ſhe could be induced from motives of tor Cc 
intereit, or as Mr. Mordaunt might have this, 


Or 
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laid, of prudence, to admit the ſuit of Mr. 
Leſley, that ſhe ventured, when he became 
calm, to ſay fo. | 


«© Pſha!” ejaculated he ; J ſhall not 


take an anſwer this day or two.—Stay—I 


almoſt forgot to tell you that I think you 
had better not mention to whem we were 
obliged for aſſiſtance the other night, unleſs 
indeed you are queſtioned upon the ſubject; 
for it may be thought ſingular that the young 
centieman ſhould Aappeu to be on the road 
io opportunely, and you are not ignorant of 
the vile, Iill- natured babble that has been 
circulated, —=By the way, the exchange I 
propoſed, that you might not be compelled 
to ſtay at home the whole of yeſterday morn- 
ing, was not approved by Mr. Oberae ; for 
it happened that he forgot the appointment. 
J might perhaps in the interview have 
thought and ſpoken of the future and the 


| paſt, and it may be that he has only a taſte 


tor contemplating the preſent : and befides 
this, I am free to confeſs that there ig a 
VOL, IV, M trifling 
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ö trifling perceptible difference between a 


handſome young woman and a crabbed old 
fellow. 5 

% You have not ſeen Mr. Oberne then?“ 
ſaid Roſella, in a tone of halt- ſtifled vexa- 
tion. 

« Neither have I heard any tons ol 


him,“ replied he. 


She felt mortified, but would not venture 


any comment; and her old friend being 


compelled at this moment to attend to other 


buſineſs, they. parted. 


Wherefore ſhould Oberne, who was all 


- openneſs, avoid a converſation with Mr, 
Mordaunt ? was a queſtion ſhe repeated ſe- 
veral times, He had been ſhe thought, too 


explicit to be miſtaken ; yet if her hopes 


ſhould have miſled her—if Oberne, in his 


letter to Miſs Venables had alluded to an- 
other This ſuppoſition was too painful to 
be long entertained, and at length ſhe ſooth- 


ed her N by concluding that the 
report 
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report of her increaſed fortune had reached 
him, and prevented the intended application. 
This obſtacle ſhe ardently withed to remove, 
and end at once the expectations Mr. Leſley 
might have formed, which-ſhe would have 
done, notwithſtanding her reluctance to ir- 
ritate her well-meaning and affectionate ad- 
viſer, but that the everlaſting preſence and 
watchful eye of Mrs. Creſſy perpetually pre- 
vented the tete-d-tete which he ſought, and 
which Ro ſella would not avoid. 


Ten days paſſed in a ſuſpenſe and in- 


quietude ſhe could ill conceal: in this inter- 


val ſhe received her little coffre-fort from her 
mother, and was ſurpriſed, but not grati- 
fied, to find that it contained all the jewels 


of value Miſs Beauclerc poſſeſſed; hut ſhe 


remonſtrated in vain upon the ſubject. 


The portrait of her father excited a variety 


of mixed ſenſations, accompanied by cu- 


rioſity and intereſt to learn his adventures 
and misfortunes, the more teaſing, as ſhe had 
M 2 once 
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once had it in her power to gratify them; 


and Mr. Mordaunt not only refuted to im- 
part any circumſtance at prelent, to revive 
unpleaſant recollections, but enjoined Ro- 
ſella, as ſhe valued the peace of mind of her 
mother, not to mention the ſubject to her. 


he marriage of Lady Lucy had been 


publicly announced the fourth day from their 


meeting ; and the peculiar fretiul turn of 
Mrs. Methwald's temper and habits height- 


ened her wiſhes for the moment when ker 


amiable friend could, with propriety and 
convenience, perform her generous promiſe of 
claiming her as a viſitant ; for it was rather 
extraordinary that the good lady, notwith- 
ſtanding her apophthegms on decorum and 


the wonderful effects of a proper education, ac- 


tuallyappear2dincontolable that her daughter, 
the moſt pec:!els of ſenſible and accompliſh- 
ed women, ſhuuld loſe a dangler by the trum- 
pery attractions of an ablurd girl, who con- 


_ ducted herlelf entirely without method, who 


never mace incomprehenſible extracts from 
incom- 
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incomprehenſible authors, never ſtudied the 
high- ſounding ebullitions of a crack-brained 
writer to 1mprove her language, or looked 
into Voltaire or Rouſſeau to improve her 
morality, N 


At this moment however, unpleaſant as 
were the conſequences of Mr. Lefley's aſſi- 
duity to Roſella, as both Mrs. Methwald 
and her daughter had particular reaſons not 
to offend Mr. Mordaunt by openly at- 
fronting his ward, their reſentment was con- 
fined to trifling ſubje&s, from which un- 
comfortably as ſhe could not but feel affect- 
ed by it, ſhe had no apparent .reaſon to 
complain. 

Roſella was thus ſituated, when one morn- 
ing Mrs. Methwald received a billet from 


Miſs Venables, with whom We conftantly 


kept up an intercourſe of note- writing, in- 
dependent of very aſſiduous viſitings on 
either fide; but this billet was of ſo much 
more importance than uſual, that the good 
| M 3 1 
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lady was agitated from head to foot on read- 
ing it; and having, very much againſt the 
inclinations of Roſella, ſent her to dine with 
Mrs. Creſſy, that ſhe might not be placed 
in the indecorous predicament of ſitting at 
a table where the miſtreſs of it was abſent, 


ſhe threw herſelf into her carriage, and was 
taken to her friend's houſe, where ſhe had 


previouſly declared ſhe ſhould ſpend the 
day. 


At Mrs. Creſſy's Roſella learned the oc- 
caſion of this commotion ; for there the 


maſter of the houſe, whoſe motions were not 


always regulated by profound wiſdom, de- 
ferred an excurſion he was making, and flew 
home, when he had already rode ſeveral 


miles, to ſpread the news of Lord Clanallan's 


death, which happened the day before. 
* 


Roſella was much affected by this intelli- 
gence.—Oberne, the generous Oberne, would 


now no longer be compelled to quit his 


country, to ſeek a precarious exiſtence in 
another ; 
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another; he was now at liberty to claim her 
hand, and the moſt rigid guardian could not 


withhold his conſent: but would he ſtill be 
the ſame Oberne, who ſought her ſociety 


under the diſadvantages with which ſhe. had 
firſt appeared to him-—who, when others 
contemned and inſulted, juſtified and de- 
fended her? - | 

Mrs. Creſſy, who adppted what ſhe called 
eaſy manners when her own convenience was 
in queſtion, had dined tete. d- tete with her 
gueſt, and amuſed her by requiring her aſ- 
ſiſtance to alter her head - dreſs for the even- 
ing, when ſhe really had, or pretended ſhe had 
an indiſpenſible engagement; and then de- 
ſiring Roſella to make uſe of her books and 
muſic as ſhe thought proper, or, if ſhe choſe 
to return home, to take ſervant to attend 
her, ſhe ſmiled, curtſied, and ſtepped to her 
carriage. | 


Roſella, knowing that Mr. Creſſy was not 


expected to return till the next day, fat in- 


M 4 dulging 
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dulging, in liſtleſs inactivity, the reveries 
that fiole upon her till the twilight came 
on: the ſtillneſs of the evening, and a few 
reflections upon the rude negle& of Mrs, 
Methwald and her daughter, which would 
intrude amidſt others more welcome, had 
given them a tinge of melancholy, 


“ There is but one being,” thought ſhe, 
© of whole affection I can be ſo far aſſured 
that at this moment I may venture to believe 


ſhe reciprocally thinks of me; and from her 


1 am ſeparated by the effect of that very ſen- 
fibility ſhe indulges !—Excepting her, there 
is no one to whom I ſhould dare to confide 
my ſentiments but the amiable Lady Lucy 
Delamere Ah! when, when ſhall I be 
reheved from the niſeries of forced civility, 
half. ſtiſled mal y, ſtudied lights, and a 
reſtrained int-rcourle with all around me ?” 


The opening of the door interrupted her 


ſoliloquy, nd ſhe was at once ſurpriſed and 
diſcon- 
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diſconcerted to ſee Mr. Creſly walk into the 


room. 


% My charming Roſella,” exclaimed he, 
% you perceive that I have abridged my 
abſence in the ſucceſsful hope of finding 
you here at my return.” 

6 Sir!” ſaid Roſella, with a look not 
ſufficiently grateful perhaps for the conde- 
ſcenſion thus announced. 

«© Nay,” he reſumed, don't affect the 
dignity of the old ſchool—thoſe expreſſive 
eyes have not been ſo encouragingly caſt down 
at my conſtant approach, without a cauſe. 
My dear child, you either gueſſed that I 
admired you, or wiſhed that I ſhould : and 
faith, whether it was the one or the other, 


you diſplayed fome judgment in the intima- 


152 


_ 
—— 


This vanity and affurance almoſt filenced 
Roſella, who was tormented by an appre- 
henſion that ſhe might undeſignedly have 
authorized ſuch an opinion [carcely Knows 
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ing what ſhe meant to. ſay, ſhe was going 


to mention the permiſſion Mrs, Creſſy had 
given her, to be attended home by one of 
her ſervants ; but when ſhe uttered the 
lady's name, he interrupted her by repeating 
it with a horrible grimace. 


« Mrs. Creſſy !“ exclaimed he: © a wo- 


man with a countenance, both as to form 


and expreſſion, the exact reſemblance of a 
demure tabby-cat blinking in a window! 
In the name of propriety and decorum, let 
her mouſe where ſhe pleaſes ; but never let 


me be tormented either with her velvet paws 


or her uncaſed nails!“ 

« 'Theſe are not proper ſentiments, Sir,” 
returned Roſella, „for me to n to; the 
friendſhip of Mg. Creſſy 

« Her frien ip!“ retorted he, burſting 
into a fit of iaughter : © you jeſt, my dear 
Miſs Montreſor—it is her pride and boaſt 
that ſhe never was weak enough to profeſs or 
entertain a friendſhip for any woman. 


be She. 


ne 
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de She ſpeaks and acts ('tis ſaid)- juſt as ſhe ought; 
cc But never, never reach'd one gen'rous thought 


c So very reaſonable, ſo unmov'd, 


c As never yet to love, or be beloy'd{” 


] have little intereſt, Sir,“ ſaid Roſella, 
impatiently, © and I find ſtill leſs ſatisfac- 
tion in this diſcuſſion. The character of 
Mrs. Creſſy 1 

« You are right,” interrupted he, © her's 
Is a character that cannot excite the one, or 
be productive of the other; let us diſmiſs 
the ſubject for a more pleaſant one. 


Roſella, without replying, roſe from her 
feat, and rung the bell; and Mr. Creſſy then 
endeavoring to recolle& himſelf, aſſumed a 
diſengaged air, whilſt he-reproached her 
prudery, and laughed at her ig horance of 
the faſhionable converſatic bung gentle- 
Men, married and unmarried ; and her want 
of practice of that exceſs of complaiſance 
and good- nature, with which the ſoft- man- 


nered Miſſes of Ton were wont to liſten to 
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it. However, as importunity was a thing 
he abhorred to employ with others, or be 
tormented with himſelf, he readily acceded 


to her wiſh of returning home ; and having, 


with his accuſtomed verſatility, very ſtre- 
nuouſly recommended to her to receive the 

overtures of his friend Leſley with more in- 
duigence than ſhe had hitherto diſplayed, he 
ordered a ſervant to attend her, whilſt he 
{trolled to Brookes's, to ſee who had dropped 
in there. 


As Roſella ſtopped at Mr. Mordaunt's 


door, Leſley walked up to it, and congra- 


tulating himſelf upon this fortunate rencontre, 


accompanied her into the houſe, 


Mrs. N thwaß was not returned, and the 


drawing: zn mpty; whither old Philip 


followed the” th lights, and delivered to 


Roſella a letter, which ſhe had a ſtrong pre- 


ſentiment was from Oberne. The preſence 
of Mr. Leſley was now doubly irkſome to 
her; ſhe ardentiy longed to break tlie ſeal, 

' hurry 


e 
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hurry over the contents, and know her fu- 
ture deſtiny ; nor did ſhe- at that moment 


recolle& how impoſſible it was that Oberne 
ſhould have choſen a time ſo improper for 


the ſubject ſhe ſurmiſed. 


Mr. Leſley, diſregarding har abſence of 


mind, her evident diſcompoſure, and thoſe 


unfavorable ſymptoms which might have in- 


timidated a lefs determined lover, ſuppli- 
cated to be heard with indulgence whilſt he 
explained a circumſtance that much occu- 
pied him. 


Roſella made no reply; indeed ſhie was 
very earneſtly ruminating upon the probable 
contents of the epiſtle ſne had carefully con- 
veyed into her pocket. 


« My dear Miſs Montreſor, reſumed 
Lefley, „I underſtand from one of your 
friends, that the connection between Miſs 
Beauclerc and yourſelf is not of a nature to 


be diſſolved; but that the prudence of your 
6 guardians 


3 
* * 
? 
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4 guardians has prevailed that the ſecret may ta 

ls 1 remain one.“ | | | all 

'N The attention of Roſella was completely 18 

| arreſted by this prelude.” = 

« Permit me to enquire,“ ſaid ſhe, © to ” 
which of the few friends I boaſt, you are in- 
debted for this intelligence?“ 
* Perhaps,” returned the gentleman, | IV 

ce you already gueſs: I will inform you, {c: 
however, that I heard it from the prim kt 
lips of that moſt inſupportable of all women, of 
Mrs. Crefly. Yet do not imagine that the to 
communication, unpleaſant as I confeſs it bt 
was, has in the ſmalleſt degree altered my NC 
ſentiments you are ſufficiently amiable to ta 
maintain an influence with me, too power- li; 
ful te be ſhaken by an incident, which in- he 
deed diſplays your circumſpection in a ſitua- de 
tion of ſo much cifliculty as the one in which -- os 
I firſt ſaw you. I have only further to {ay We 
upon this ſubje&,” added he, © that I much oh 


applaud the meaſures Mr. Mordaunt has 
taken, 
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taken, which remove every obſtacle to an 
alliance I earneſtly wiſh, and to which I will 
flatter myſelf my charming Miſs Montreſor 
15 not averſe.” 


Roſella, equally mortified and incenſed, 
was for a moment filent. I 


4] know not,” ſaid ſhe at length, hy 


Mrs. Creſſy ſhould take the trouble to de- 


ſcant upon a circumſtance which ſhe ac- 
knowledges her uncle wiſhes to be untalked 
of !—I mutt protels myſelf, however, obliged 
to you for your favorable opinion of me; 


but J will, at the ſame time, obſerve, that 


no perſon ſhall, directly or indirectly, dic- 
tate to me the terms on which I ought to 
live with Miſs Beauclerc, but Miſs Beauclerc 
herielt, whole pleaſure it is that I act as I 
do: and if at this moment ſhe were to in- 
form me that ſhe had altered her plan, 
id {ublcribe to her wiſhes, not only with 
chieci fulneſs, but with real ſatisfaction.“ 


ods 1 
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I éadmire your principles and your ſenti- 
ments,“ replied Mr. Leſley, changing his 
tone; and 1 hope to conciliate 8 
„ Pardon me,” interrupted ſhe, with 
earneſtneſs, if I fay that what I have de- 
clared is merely with a view to place my 
conduct in a proper light, before a perſon 
who profefles himſelf acquainted with the 
"motives that govern it; the alliance you con- 
deſcend to ſpeak of may therefore ſtiil have 
with you the obſtacle you ſuppoſed to have 
been wholly removed, and with me it has 
Se which I may not be anxious to re- 
move.” : | 
You are offended,” faid Mr. Leſley, 
ee and apparently with juſtice; but Mr. 
 Mordaunt, perhaps ——” 
« I feel no diſpleaſure, Sir,” replied Ro- 
fella more coolly, on the contrary, I pro- 
feſs mylelt indebted to you-for the example 
you have ſet me of avowing my ſentiments 
with freedom.“ 
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She then withdrew, leaving the gentleman 
in a conflict of pride, mortification, anger, 
and involuntary admiration, vowing a mor- 
tal hatred to the firſt of women, Mrs. 
Creſſy, who had, by her miſchievous prat- 
tle and inſinuations, involved him in this 
Urlgrace. 


Roſella, meantime, flew to her own apart- 
ment to examine the contents of her letter, 
and was rather ſhocked at the formality of 


the addreſs, which conſiſted of the folitary 


word 


«© Mapam! 


« I have,” it continued, “ already direct- 
ed an apology to Mr. Mordaunt for having 
failed to profit by the appointment with 
which he honored me on Tueſday ; but as 
you may perhaps recolle& that my viſit was 


originally intended to you believe, at leaft 
4 1 you will not think me officious, if I 


repeat 
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repeat the ſubſtance 8 what I wrote to * 
friend. | 

LA ſudden and indiſpenſible requeſt from 
Lord Clanallan, who is alarmingly ill, and 


wiſhed to ſee me again almoſt immediately 
after J had quitted him on Tueſday, pre- 
vented my attendance in — ſtreet; an 


the moſt perplexing and urgent buſineſs has 
hitherto prevented the perſonal explanation 
I was anxious to give; which, from intelli- 


gence I this morning heard, I have reaſon to 


think you would find very little intereſt in 
liſtening to: yet I cannot, by remaining en- 
tirely filent, ſuffer an imputation of negli- 
gence and impertinence, I have not de- 
ſerved. 
J have the honor to be, &c. 

*© ARTHUR OBERNE.“ 


* 


Roſella, ſtupified by chagrin and diſap- 
pointment, continued gazing at the letter 
ſome time after ſhe had read it, and did not 


obſerve for many minutes that it was dated a 
week 


he 
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week back; a circumſtance that confirmed 


her vexation. It required no anſwer, and it 
was impoſſible ſhe could have replied to it 
with propriety ; but not to have received it 


before the ſuſpicions it betrayed muſt be 


cruelly confirmed, was, ſhe thought, ex- 
tremely teaſing and provoking.—And now 
might not he 1magine, ſhould he be unde- 


ceived as to her indifference to himſelf, os 


any engagement he ſuppoſed her to be under 
to another, that the change in his ſituation 
had operated to alter her ſentiments? 


Her dolorous refle&ions were at length 


interrupted by the return of Mrs. Meth- 


wald; and ſhe was compelled to attend at 
ſupper with very little inclination to par- 
take of it. 


Roſella, in her correſpondence with her 
mother, which was regular and uninterrupt- 
ed, had never mentioned Oberne, both in 
the fear of reviving unpleaſant recollections, 
and that ſhe might not engage her anew in 

: | what 
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PF 7 


what might have been called romantic ideas; 


but this filence ſhe felt to be a great act of 


ſelf-denial, and ſhe was more than once 


ſtrongly tempted to break it in her ſubſe- 
- quent viſits to Avelines, which were attend - 


ed with more compolure, and leſs produc 
tive of unpleaſant confequenc?s than the 
firſt, as Mrs. Methwald condeſcended to 
allow her the uſe of her brother's carriage, 
until Miſs Beauclerc had accommodated her- 
ſelf with a new one, which was principally 
intended for the ſervice of Roſella. 


And' to complete her inquietude, Mr, 
Mordaunt having arranged ſomeaffairs which 
had hitherto detained him in town, an- 
nounced his intention of removing his fa- 
mily, for two or three months, to his coun- 
try-ſeat, which was a conſiderable diſtance 


from the reſidence of Miſs Beauclerc, and 


muſt neceſſarily prevent the perſonal inter- 
courſe now become her principal conſola- 
tion. 


Roſella 


la 
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Roſella had heard that Lord Clanallan, or 
as ſhe preferred calling him, Oberne, had 
travelled to Ireland, and ſhe could not there 
fore expect to ſee him even if ſhe had re- 


mained in London; but ſhe underſtood, 


from the communication of Mrs. Creſſy to 

her mother, that Lady Lucy Delamere 
would paſs a few days in the metropolis in a 
fortuight, in her way to Bognor Rocks, 
where her brother's family rendezvouſed for 
the autumn. 


This intelligence rendered the notifica- 
tion of Mr, Mordaunt's intention extremely 
painful to her; as ſhe feared, by loſing an. 
opportunity of ſeeing Lady: Lucy, to loſe 
alſo a place—inſignificant as the conduct of 
Mrs. Methwald and her daughter made her 
apprehend herſelf to be—in the memory of 
one ſo ſurrounded by friends, ſo courted by 
happineſs, ſo engaged in the enjoyment of 
the preſent, ſo flattered by the rolf of 
the future. 


The 
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is The day before the journey, Mr. Mor- kne 
1 daunt took Roſella apart, and after ſome pre- whi 
43 liminary, enquired what miſunderſtanding reſſ 
prevailed between Mr. Leſley and herſelf; her 

and with a little heſitation ſne informed him evil 

of the laſt converſation that ſhe had had ſenf 

with him : nor did her old friend diſapprove ceal 

her conduct; and ſhe perceived that he was i 

much offended by the officious interference E 

of his niece, though he was rather tagiturn fort 

on the * - Me 

. | que 

To Roſella he continued as uſual, kind was 

and attentive; but he retained ſeveral days ſhe 

towards Mrs. Creſſy, who accompanied the pen 

party, a gravity of aſpect ſhe vainly endea- ing 

vored to {often by conſtant appeals to his whe 
ſentiments, and ſubmitting her own moſt of k 

favorite maxims voluntarily tO his correc _ was 

tions. ACCC 

| was 
He could not but perceive the inhoſpita- to 2 


ble coldneſs of his ſiſter, and he likewiſe diſ- 


cerned that it was felt by Roſella ; but he 
knew 
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knew of no other place to remove her to, 
which would carry with it the ſame title to 
reſpect as a reſidence in his houſe afforded 


her; and he pretended to be blind to the 


evil he could not remedy, hoping the good 
ſenſe of his ward would enable her to con- 
ceal her diſguſt, 


Roſella did indeed conquer it ſo far as to 
forbear complaint; but every time Mrs, 


Ss Methwald indulged the peeviſhneſs of her 


querulous temper, ſhe feared that her viſit 
was'too much lengthened ; and every time 
ſhe declined her converſation in favor of her 
pen or a book, or withdrew the whole morn- 
ing to ſit in Mrs. Creſſy's dreſſing-room, 
where her young gueſt never had the honor 
of being admitted, Roſella fancied that it 
was an intimation not to be miſtaken, that, 
according to the good lady's own words, ſhe 


was ready to fly to the extremity of the * 
to Be rid of her. 


EE — 
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Mrs. Creſſy was however, when they met, 


extremely civil; indeed ſhe was pleaſed with 
the effect ſne ſuppoſed her communication 
had taken on Mr. Leſley, as ſhe attributed 
the coldneſs ſhe could not fail to have ob- 
ſerved between Roſella and him, to the diſ- 
covery ſhe had purpoſely made; and ſhe 
could now afford to throw away a little 
politeſſe upon her favored rival, without much 


outraging her feelings. 


The ſpirits of Roſella ſunk under the con- 
templation of the many cheerleſs moments 
ſhe had yet to paſs in this manner ; and ſhe 
began to loſe that elaſticity of mind, ſelf- 

love and ſelf-reſpe& inſpire, and to ſuſpect 
that ſhe muſt herſelf poſſeſs a moſt unſocial 
and repulſive diſpoſition, fince all the in- 
mates it had been her deſtiny to know, were 
equally unpleaſing to her, Mr. Mordaunt 


and her mother excepted. 


Her only amuſement conſiſted in ſolitary 


walks in the grounds, or in attending her 
kind 
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kind old friend to his farm, of which he was 
very fond. Mrs. Methwald and her daugh- 
ter were too refined to reliſh the common- 
place converſation of the principal part of 
their neighbours; that is, every family not 
recommended by ſome degree of rank or 
faſhion: and unfortunately thoſe with whom 
they were forward to aſſociate, were in turn 
equally reſerved; ſo that it was always the 
ſame family party, without variation, and 
without internal amuſement ; but extreme 
ly philoſophical, regular, learned, quiet, and 
well-bred. It was indeed a moſt excellent 
houſehold for a lethargic valetudinarian; 
but Roſella, who was neither of a ſickly or 
ſleepy. habit, would have given all her worldly 
goods to have ſtepped out of this apoplectic 
paradiſe, and have peeped into the world ſhe 
had quitted, to diſcover how the titled 
Oberne was filling up his time: if he was. 
with eager haſte, running over the ſame 
courſe in which he had twice before diſtanced 
reaſon and prudence, or whether abjuring the - 
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errors of his youth, he ſtaid the impetuous 
ebullitions of a mind, where 
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cc Reformation comes in a flood, 


6 With a ſtrong heady current, ſcow'ring faults.“ 


Nor did ſhe wiſh in vain : ſhe had re- 


ceived a letter from Miſs Beauclerc, inform- 


ing Her that their kind and mutual friend 


had ſo adjuſted her affairs, that the trifling 
offering ſhe wiſhed to make to her Roſella 
of her own perſonal fortune, -he had enabled 
her to do—an intelligence that communi— 
cated no additional ſatisfaction to her difin- 
tereſted daughter, excepting when ſhe 
reflected that it would render her portion 
more worthy the acceptance of Lord Cla- 
nallan, if indeed he had not forgotten her 
in the pleaſant proſpects he now contem- 


plated, 


As Roſella had no other correipondent 
than Miſs Beauclerc, ſhe felt no intereſt in 
the packet of letters laid upon the breakfaſt- 


table 


1 1 UN 
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table the following morning; but Mrs. 


Methwald having rather earneſtly regarded 
the ſuperſcripture of one of them, -put it 


acroſs the table, , repeating in a tone of ſur- 


priſe— 


&« For Miſs Montreſor !”? 


Roſella, according to the uſage eſtabliſhed 


by Mr. Mordaunt, immediately ſatisfied a 
very importunate curiofity by tearing it 
open. 


&« Tt is from Lady Lucy Delamere, Sir,” 
{aid ſhe, her eyes ſparkling with delight; 
and ſhe put the letter into the hands of her 
old friend, whilſt the ladies exchanged looks 
of aſtoniſhment and diſpleaſure. 

* 

« This invitation is both pleaſant and 
honorable,” returned he, and mult be at- 
tended to inſtantly.” 
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With the permiſſion of Roſella, he then 
paſſed the letter to Mrs. Methwald, who 
read it over in ſome agitation; and her 
daughter congratulated Roſella with a ſmile, i 
upon receiving ſo charming a proof of the 
conſideration of one of the moſt elegant and | 
| wh 
accompliſhed women in England. 


Mr. Mordaunt had now taken up his own 
JS Lu 
packet, and obſerving the writing of Lady 
et os” | : ed 
Lucy addreſſed to him, immediately gave it 
the preference. | wy 


« Oh ho! here is a ſop to Cerberus!“ 
exclaimed the good man: © this Syren pro- 
miſes to love me dearly, if I will prevail with 
my ſiſter to part with Miſs Montreſor for a 
month or two ; a requeſt, ſhe ſays, ſhe feels 
the leſs difficulty in making, becauſe ſhe un- 
derſtands that Mrs, Crefly is now with her 
mother.” | 
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A moſt gracious aſſent was inſtantly given, 


to the infinite delight of the anxious Roſella; 
and 
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and according to the arrangement between 
Lady Lucy and Mr. Mordaunt, on the third 
day following ſhe left Mrs. Methwald and 
her ſimpering daughter to aſtronomize, bo- 
tanize, and philoſophize at their leiſure, 
whilſt ſhe proceeded towards London in the 
carriage of her kind old friend, accompanied 
by Nancy, and was met by that of Lady 
Lucy at an appointed place, which conduct- 
ed her to the town-houſe of Lord Morteyne, 
occupied for the preſent moment by his 
lifter, f 


N 3 CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 


A touch of heroics—and a jinal adjuſtment. 


Here ſhe is!“ cried Lady Lucy, in 


an accent of pleaſure, flying at the ſame time 


to meet her gueſt with the moſt enchanting 
ſuavity. 

c Here ſhe 1s!” echoed her huſband, 
taking the hand of Roſella; her other hand 
was at the ſame moment ſeized—ſhe turned 


to ſee by whom, and beheid— 
« Mr. Oberne !”* exclaimed ſhe. 


«© No, not Oberne,” ſaid Lady Lucy, 
ſmiling, and Jeading her to a ſeat. 


« | mean—I ſhould we” ſaid—“ heſi- 


tated ſhe. Is : 


« You 


wit 
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« You have ſaid right,” interrupted Lord 
Clanallan, „I am the ſame Oberne Who 
have ſo often proved your patience and good 
humour ; and with you I will know no other 
appellation.” 


Lady Lucy obſerving that Roſella was 
painfully confuſed, called him to order, and 
then enquired how ſhe had left the good 
people at home. 


. 


* That is a queſtion of courſe,” {aid Mr, 
Delamere ; „ don't anſwer it, my dear Miſs 
Montreſor, bat rather tell us N you think 
Fan 

As you cannot behave better,” inter⸗ 
= Lady Lucy, I ſhall run away with 
my little friend; and we will fit and proſe 
together in my dreſſing- room till you both 
Cry peccavi.” 


And then, in ſpite of promiſe or entreaty, 
ſhe took the hand of Roſella, and mühen 


with her. 53 
N 4 When 
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When they were F e ſeated fele-d- 


Hle— 


Lou are ſurpriſed, my dear Miſs Mon- 


treſor,” ſaid the amiable young woman, to 


find Lord Clanallan with us; but I hope 
you are not much diſpleaſed with me for 
the little embarraſſinent his unexpected pre- 
ſence has given you.“ 
« It is impoſſible,” rephed Roſella ear- 
neſtly, that I can feel diſpleaſure even in 
your Ladyſhip's preſence, much leſs can I 
be diſpleaſed at any action of your's.” 
This latitude you ſo obligingly allow 


55 


9 


me, returned Lady Lucy with a ſmile, 


te js a good preſage for my friend Oberne |! 
T have not, however, taken you out of the 
hands of the Philiſtines to torment you my- 
ſelf; ſo I will reſtrain my flippant tongue, 
*and inform you by what means you find him 
on your arrival, ſo comfortably eſtabliſhed 

here: 
6 When he returned from Ireland, he 
met by accident Lord Morteyne, and en- 
quired 
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quired when the world might congratulate 


Loeſley upon his marriage: it happened 


that my brother knew ſo little at that mo- 
ment of the intentions and arrangements of 
your rejected lover, that his anſwer did not 
entirely diſpel thoſe doubts our friend had 
formed from the officious communication 
of that goſſip-loving Creſſy; and when he 


learned that Mr. Delamere and myſelf were 


expected in town, he very impatiently 


awaited our arrival to be aſſured of the truth. 


We had been already aſſailed by the lament- 


ations of poor Leſley, who execrates his 


own folly in not guarding againſt the ma- 
chinations of his prim tormenter Mrs. Creſſy; 
for, with more addreſs than I thought her ca- 
pable of, ſhe contrived to make him the chan- 
nel to communicate to you ſome trifling family 
objections raiſed againſt his ſuit. Mr. Dela- 
mere was therefore empowered to end the un- 
eaſy ſuſpenſe of Lord Clanallan ; and as we all 
abhorred the idea of your remaining in Mr. 
Mordaunt's enchanted caitle, guarded by 
two ſuch mountain-cats as Mrs. Methwald 
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and her daughter, I reſolved to claim the 
performance of the filent promiſe I flattered 
myſelf you gave me, to favor me with a 
viſit. And from that time Lord Clanallan 
was not to be driven from the door, from 


e morn dewy eve, in the fear of miſſing 
the happineſs of ſeeing "ou the firſt moment 


'of your arrival. 4 


Lady Lucy was now interrupted by a meſ- 


age, importing that her ſociety, and that 


of her fair friend, was moſt impatiently 
wiſhed for in the drawing- room, whither ſhe 
thought proper to deſcend. 


Lord Clanallan gave a looſe to his natural 
vivacity, Mr. Delamere ſeconded his cheer- 


fulneſs, and his charming wife was full of 


thoſe nameleſs attentions, thoſe faſcinating 
net-works that draw round the gentler af- 
fections, proceeding from a combination of 
Poliſhed ſuavity, good ſenſe, and good hu- 
mour—a charm the cold-hearted Mrs. 
Creſſy aimed at in vain, and which, in the 


high- 
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Hhigh-birthed ſeductreſs, degenerates into 
blandiſhment. 


Roſella felt her own gaiety revive; but it 
revived like the ſlow return of health to the 
feeble, ſenfibly but not perceptibly. Her 
heart ſwam in ſoft contentment ; and ſhe 
ſpoke from time to time, to aſſure herſelf 
that ſhe was not fleeping in the next apart- 
ment to Mrs. Methwald, and. dreaming of 
happineſs the was not deſtined to know. 


In conſideration of the fatigue ſhe had 
endured from her journey, Lord Clanallan 
was perſuaded to depart before midnight, 
with an invitation to breakfaſt the next 
morning. | 

When he was gone, Mr. Delamere ap- 
proached Roſella. 

C Lady Lucy,” ſaid he, has, I find, 
ſtolen a march upon me, and received for- 
X 6 giveneſs 
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giveneſs for an error, of which J was ftill 


more guilty——” 
Let me entreat,” interrupted Roſella, 
ce that you will not renew——” ap 
66 will not,” returned he; “only per- 


mit me to ſay, that the paper you addreſſed 
to me at Eideva Lodge, I found there on my 
return from Scotland; and 1 ſhould have 


acknowledged the receipt of it ſooner, but 


that I was aſhamed to addreſs, you when TI 


diſcovered the extent of my fault. Indeed 


1 39 


«© Now you have ſaid quite enough,” ex- 


claimed Lady Lucy: have the goodneſs 


to learn the exact point at which an apology 
ſhould terminate—it requires at leaſt as 


much judgment as to roaſt a pheaſant ; and 


Monſieur Ferviſe will tell you that a turn 


too much /'eyvort au diable 1? 


This fally removed the confuſion of Roſella, 
and they parted for the night with mutual 


good-humour and complacency, 


The 


le 


- 
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The next day, Lord Clanallan was more 
than uſually matinal; and Roſella was not 
quite dreſſed when ſhe heard a double rap at 
the ſtreet-door, which ſhe concluded was 
his. She would not however venture to 
Peep from the window; but Nancy, whoſe 
ſpirits were much elevated ſince ſhe had 
eſcaped from the dominion of Mrs. Meth. 
wald, felt no ſcruple on the ſubject, ſo ſhe 
haſtily put afide the blind, and thruſting her 
head out at the open ſaſh, exclaimed— _ 


<«« If here isn't the new Lord Mr, Oberne, 
God bleſs him - coomed already! And a 


leuks as merry as a grig, for all his black 
coat!“ 


In two minutes „Lady Lucy's maid came, 
with an entreaty that Miſs Montreſor would 
be ſo obliging to tell Lord Clanallan that 
ſhe would deſcend to the breakfaſt- room in 
ten minutes: and if his Lordſhip choſe to 
have any tea or, chocolate in the interim, 
perhaps Miſs Montreſor would have the 


goodneſs 


278 ROSELL A. 


goodneſs to preſide at the table till Lady was 
Lucy appeared. | Toll: 
Roſella, who perfectly underſtood the J 
meaning of this embaſſy, complied with the ſhe 
requeſt, and entered the apartment where con 
Lord Clanallan awaited her, in a trepidation pol, 
She could not but oblerve. ' ferr 
« Ah! I fee,” cried he, * that I muſt, 25 
thank my little friend, Lady Lucy, for this tha 
indulgence, which I ſhould not have ob- hac 
tained at Mrs. Methwald's for ſix months, yo. 
I ſuppoſe. Encouraged and ſupported as I 0 
am,” continued he, © by Lady Lucy's good - man 
wiſhes, and her promiſed good offices, I will toc 
hope, dear Roſella, that you ſtill remember TM 
poor Oberne with a ſmall degree of compla- laf 
cency: but may I hope too that you will th: 
forget his confefled faults and follies, and no 
permit him to apply for a fecond audience of 1 
the grave and prudent Mr. Mordaunt ?— T7 
whole former appointment 1 confeſs] looked thi 
forward to with ſome dread, ill-prepared as I ner 


was 
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was to anſwer ſtunning queſtions about rent- 
rolls and unmortgaged lands!“ 


Roſella was rather relieved, as he intended 

ſhe ſhould be, by this gaiety of ſtyle, and 
congratulated him with a ſmile, that his pro- 
poſed emigration was now of neceſſity de- 
ferred a few years longer. 


„AH Roſella!“ ſaid he, „I believed 

that the period of indiſpenſible baniſhment 
had overtaken me when I unexpectedly ſaw 
you in Charles-ftreet. I thought you refuſed 
to return my ſalutation; and I then felt all 
the miſery of poverty, and the contempt it 
too often carries with it.“ 

« You mentioned that circumſtance when 
laſt I ſaw you,” replied Roſella, much hurt 
that he ſhould again recur to it; * did you. 
not believe my juſtification e” | 

& tell you why I repeat it,“ faid he: 
ce that you may be aſſured, from judging of 
the pain I endured at that moment, that I will 
never again plunge myſelf into a ſituation, 
6 where 
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where my conſcience may remind me, that 
at beſt I deierve the cruel pity of thoſe whoſe 
eſteem I covet.” 


She was filent ; but a tear dropped from 
her eye, and he interpreted it as he wiſhed: 


« And now, my amiable Roſella, re- 
ſumed he, © tell me, have I your confent to 
pay my compliments to your good old friend 
Mr. Mordaunt?“ 


Roſella ſuddenly recollected that there 
was another perſon to whom he ought like- 
wiſe to apply; and all that Mr, Leſley had 
ſaid upon the ſubject inſtantly recurred to 
her. 


« Mr. Mordaunt, my Lord,” ſaid ſhe, 
withdrawing from him the hand he held, with 
a change of countenance} ſufficiently viſible, 
ce is not the only one to whom I ought to ac- 
count for my conduct; perhaps you do not 
KNOW=nonn—? 
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N 700,” interrupted he haſtily, 1 


know all ; and I can never forget that I am 
indebted to a certain dear friend of our's, for 
i proſpect of the REN I hope to receive 
her conſent in obtaining.“ 


Rofella felt a weight removed from her 


heart by this reply: the ſmile, which appre- 


henſion had driven from her lips, ſtole back 
again, and Lord Clanallan had little diffi- 
culty in perſuading her to give him an explicit 
permiſſion to apply both to Miſs Beauclerc 
and Mr. Mordaunt. 


He reprobated, with the generous ardor 


natural to his character, the idea of diſ- 


avowing a mother for errors ſne had abjured, 
and encouraged Roſella to prove by her con- 
duct the independence of her principles. 


« Will you then,” exclaimed ſhe, *en- 
deavor to perſuade Miſs Beauclerc to aſſume 


the name and character moſt properly her's, 
and 
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3 this more important obligation to 
thoſe J already owe you 2” | 


when Lady Lucy peeped into the room. 


ſhe, advancing: © bleſs me, my dear Miſs 
Montreſor, ſhe added, on obſerving the 
dejeunò apparatus in its original order, what 
an Egyptian taſk you have had 1—I fear you 
will never excuſe me for impoſing it on your 


1 


good- nature! 
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Roſella bluſhed. 


J give you notice, good people,“ re- 
fumed Lady Lucy, that when my own 
breakfaſt is ended, I ſhall drive to Hampton- 

. wick, to ſee if my brother's houſe 1s tenant- 
able; for he has lent it to Mr. Delamere for 
two or three months. So if you have any in- 


clination to accompany me, I ſhall be thank- 
| ful, 
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- He was replying with much tenderneſs 


e Have you left me any breakfaſt ?'” ſaid 
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ful, becauſe I ſhall be able to find very am- 


ple employment for you.” 
| | 

Roſella looked her gratitude for this inti- | 
mation, which ſhe tranſlated very juſtly = 
into a wiſh of paying a delicate attention to | 
Miſs Beauclerc, and gratifying the feelings | 
both of mother and daughter; and Lord | 
Clanallan put the hand of their amiable friend | 


to his lips, with a glance equally expreſflive, 


Mr. Delamere almoſt immediately ap- 
peared, and the converſation became gene- 
ral. He was prevented from attending the 
party by having buſineſs to tranſact in town 
and the two ladies, accompanied by Lord 
Clanallan, left him with a promiſe of return- 


ing to dinner. 
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When they arrived at Hampton · wick, 
Lady Lucy, embracing Roſella, told her 


that ſhe would ſpare her for an hour or two ; 
but that ſhe would detain their mad com- 1 
e panion N 
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„ panion as long as ſhe could prevail upon 


him to attend to her injunctions. 


c Perhaps,” added ſhe, in a more timid 
accent, ** Miſs Beauclerc will indulge me 


with an opportunity of paying my compli- 


ments to her in perſon ;—at all events I will 


do mylelt the honor of ſending my ticket.“ 


Roſella returned the embrace with ſincere 


affection; but unable to reply, ſhe left her 
in filence, and was conveyed in five minutes 
to the arms of her mother, who was not long 


- unacquainted with the pleaſurable change in 


her fituation. The particular attachment of 
Lord Clanallan was the laſt intelligence that 


met her ear, but it was far from being the 
leaſt ſatisfactory. 


„Thank Heaven!“ exclaimed the anxious 


mother, my follies have not permanently 


injured your happineſs !|—Oberne, my dear 
Roſella, has too much good-nature and ge- 
neroſity to reproach you in future with thoſe 

impru- 
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imprudences to which you were yourſelf the 
victim; and if, as you inform me, he has 
bought experience and worldly wiſdom from 
paſt lapſes of diſcretion, you have every pro- 
ſpect of paſſing your days with as little vex- 


ation as a human being has reaſon to hope. 


And never, my dear child, diminiſh your 
comforts by an expeQation of uninterrupted 
felicity ſurpaſſing the lot of mortality! 
Perfe& happineſs, or happineſs approaching 
perfection, is, $ am now convinced, to be 
found only in fiction and romance, —Here 1s 
Lord Clanallan croſſing the lawn !—Oh 
Roſella, can I forget what has happehed 
ſince laſt I beheld him !—but I will think 
only of the future.” 


His entrance prevented the reply of her 


bluſhing child, and his aſſiduous reſpect to 
herſelf, bis evident affection for Roſella, 


ſoon baniſhed unpleaſant recollections. She 


flured him of her entire approbation of his 
propoſals, and that ſhe derived, from the 
pioipect of his union with her daughter, 
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much future ſatisfaction to herſelf in the 


contemplation of their happineſs. 


Lord Clanallan had been rather ſhocked 


by the alteration ſtill viſible in the perſon of 


Miſs Beauclerc; but he felt a ſecret grati- 


fication in obſerving the ſedateneſs of her 


countenance, and the compoſed gravity of 
her converſation. 


At length Roſella recolle&ed the conde- 
ſcending meſſage of Lady Lucy, and repeat- 
ed it to her mother. 

6 Amiable woman !”* returned ſhe; © I 
ought on every account to call firſt upon her; 


but if ſhe will have the goodneſs to wave 


ceremony in my favor, I confeſs I ſhall be 
pleaſed to avoid quitting my own incloſure, 
which at preſent I do not wiſh to pals.” 


Lord Clanallan undertook to inform Lady 
Lucy of her ſentiments ; and in 1 half an hour 


he returned with her. 
; Mis 


prol 
fer! 
and 
with 


mor. 


pole 
flan 
of: 
con! 
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very 
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Miſs Beauclerc received this advance with 
the acknowledgments it merited; and it 
was late when Lady Lucy reminded Roſella 
of the promiſe ſhe had made to Mr. Dela- 


mere, of bringing back her gueſts to dinner. 


She mentioned however, that in two days 
ſhe meant to return to the neighbourbood 


of Avelines to paſs ſome time, and then ſhe 


would hope that no circumſtance could 


happen to prevent a laſting intercoarſe be- 


tween the two families. 


Lord Cianallan, eager to ſecure the ap- 
probation of Mr. Mordaunt, would not de- 
fer his application beyond the following day; 
and the good old man, perfectly ſatisfied 


with the ſtatement of his rent-rolls and un- 
mortgaged lands, and reflecting that the pro- 


poſed union would completely efface every 
ſlanderous impreſſion the former attendance 
of Lord Clanallan had occaſioned, readily 
conſented to the propoſition; but he ad- 
viſed that every idea of acknowledging the 
very near affinity of Roſella -and her friend 

WS 
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at Avelines, by diſcloſing her hiſtory, ſhould 
be given up. EEE: 


„ It is nonſenſe to ſuppoſe,” ſaid. he, 
«« that people will not comment upon ſuch 
romantic proceedings, according to the 


faſhion of their owa opinions ; and in pro- 


portion as malice, envy, and ill-humour pre- 
vail, in the ſame degree will acrimonious 
ſarcaſms be levelled at your peace, which, 
though you may affect to deſpiſe, will be 
unpleaſant drawbacks to domeſtic felicity. 
So take the advice of an old man, and reſpect 
the prejudices of the world, whoſe atmoſ- 
phere you condeſcend to breath !—Beleve 
me, it is only in a ſentimental novel where fair 
ladies can Oh yes! all their perils, their follies, 
hair-breadth eſcapes, imprudences, and ſhip- 
wrecks ; and expect, at the winding-up of 
the cataſtrophe, to ſail through the remainder 
of their lives ſo very ſmoothly and pleaſantly, 
without one little breeze to whiſper a remem- 
brancer of paſt oblique adventures !” 


Lord 
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Lord Clanallan ſmiled, and obſerved that 


it was not his province to endeavor to in- 


fluence Miſs Beauclerc by an indirect ob- 


jection to any plan ſhe choſe to adopt; nor 
did he wiſh to oppoſe any determination ſhe 


might ultimately form, for whatever it were, 


the ſentiments he had avowed would remain 
unalterable ; and he merely meant to inti- 


mate, that her own happineſs and that of 


Roſella were with him the only conſidera- 


tion. 


Mr. Mordaunt deſired him to leave this 
point to his diſcretion ; and he wrote imme- 
diately to Miſs Beauclerc, to ſtrengthen her 
opinion of the efficacy of her ſelf-denial. 


Mrs. Methwald and her peerleſs daughter 


received a ſhock by the intelligence of the ap- 
proaching marriage of Roſella, which required 
all their fortitude, and ſelf- command, and 


| imaginary ſuavity of deportment to endure 


with decent compoſure ; for the circum- 
ſtance was a ſtrong libel upon their judgment 
VOL. IV. 0 and 
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and diſcernment, which had led them to 
predict that Roſella would remaln the in- 
ſignificant, unnoticed, myſterious little per- 
ſonage they would fain have thought her; 
and they now foreſaw that they muſt toil 
hard in the trammels of forced civility and 


repulſed attentions, before they could induce 


the future Lady Clanallan wholly to forget 
the time, when neither maxim nor philoſo- 


Phy could make them overlook her offenſive 


youth and beauty, and diſcover her claims 
to kindnels. 


Mis Beauclerc, whole ſobered ſentiments 
agreed with thoſe of Mr. Mordaunt, inſiſted 
that her ſecret hiſtory ſhould be confined to 
thoſe who were already acquainted with it ; 
at leaſt ſhe would not, by her own avowal, 
licenſe the familiar comments of careleſs and 
indifferent aſſociates, who ſpread, either 
with a malicious deſign, or no deſign at all, 


reports which wound the ſhrinking boſom of 


affection, and jar thoſe intereſts which ſhould 


never be diſunited, 
Whilſt 
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her ſociety, that of Lady Lucy, and Dela- 
mere, and was conſtantly attended by Lord 
Clanallan with aſſiduous attachment, ſhe 
ſubmitted with cheerfulneſs to the deciſion; 
nor did ſhe repine, as he was apt to do, at 


the preciſe and tedious arrangements of Mr. 


Mordaunt, and count the weeks of his firſt 
mourning with impatience ; but ſhe felt hurt, 
when ſhe diſcovered that Miſs Venables 
threatened an endleſs reſentment to her. 
amiable niece, for having aſſiſted the pre- 
tenſions of her young rival, and vowed that 
ſhe ſhould never poſſeſs a guinea of her for- 
tune. -But Lady Lucy laughed at her 
threats, and declared that ſhe had acted the 
part of a dutiful relation in preventing her 


from marrying an Iriſh fortune-hunter ; for 
' fo, in the fury of her diſgrace and diſap- 
pointment, the good lady had openly deno- 


minated her once favored Oberne. She 


could not prevail upon herſelf to practiſe the 


philoſophy her friend Mrs. Methwald preach- 
ed; but highly incenſed with her as with 
0-2 > every 
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every one elſe, ſhe eſpouſed a French Mar- 


quis, who offered to engage in her ſervice as 
an aide-de cuiſine. 


Roſella had been about ſix weeks in the 
- protection of Lady Lucy, when one morn- 
ing ſhe was called from her dreſſing- room by 


the arrival of a gentlewoman, who would 


not ſend up her name, but deſired to {pear 
to Miſs Montreſor immediately. In ſome 
trepidation ſhe deſcended to the apartment 
into which this myſterious perſonage had 
been uſhered, and beheld the well-remem- 
bered face of Mrs. Ellinger. 


— 


Roſella checked the ſurpriſe this une. 


pected viſit occaſioned, and advanced to her 
old acquaintance with a ſmiling countenance 
and an extended hand, which the lady, to 

her extreme conſternation, ſeized with an 


heroic air, and throwing herſelf on her knees, 


kiſſed it with great emphaſis of action, and 
wiped her eyes. 


c 1 


fe. 


ha 
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] am pleaſed to ſee you in good health, 

| Madam,” ſaid Roſella, after ſome hefitation ; 2 ö 

Way Tenquire if you have ſeen Miſs Beau- 4 
clerc. this morning?“ 

„ No, much-injured girl!“ replied the 
ci. devant heroine, with a forced agitation of 
features; -© that lady and I meet no more; 
but you, whom her conduct and caprices 
have injured—you who are undone by her 
criminal concealments—you who are {Ull 1g- 
norant to whom you are indebted for life—” 


— 


/ 


Roſella trembled. 


« You intereſt and affect my heart 
Know then that tkis boſom poſſeſſes a ſecret 
—a ſecret to blaſt all your happineſs, ſhould 
it meet the ear of your lover!“ 

e Then, Madam,” interrupted Roſella, 
with ſpirit, © 1 am convinced it ought to 
meet his ear; — if your aſſertion is juſt, my 
happineſs is already blaſted ; for I practiſe no 
relerve with with my friends. And as I 
imagine you have been ſo obliging to call 

0:3 upon. 
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upon me to communicate this tremendous 


ſecret, I ſhall be really thankful if you will 
end my ſuſpenſe. Impatient however as I 

feel to learn it, I muſt firſt aſſure you that 
no circumſtance can for 2 moment tempt me 
to ſuſpe& Miſs Beauclerc of an intention to 
imjure me, or any human being z—if ſhe has 
had concealments, they are not criminal 
ones!“ | 

« J would have you prepare, 


93, 


reſumed 


Mrs. Ellinger, preſſing her hand upon her 


heart, as if to ſtill its emotions, „for a dil- 
covery I am ſorry jt is my lot to impart to 
you, ever beloved Roſella;—know then, that 


you are—oh Heaven !—the daughter of— 


Miſs Beauclerc !” 

Is this a// you would tell me?“ aſked 
Roſella. 
God of the univerſe!” exclaimed the 
poor lady, what have I done ?—Oh child 
of my deareſt hopes, give way to your diſ- 
traction, tear your hair, rend your boſom — 


any thing but this calm ſettled deſpair !” 


46 1 
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LI am ſorry J cannot comply with every 
requeſt of your's, Mrs. Ellinger, ſaid 
Roſella, with great gravity ; © but as I am 
not really in a deſpairing mood, I have little 
inclination to act ſuch a tragedy. I am con- 
cerned that you have had ſo much trouble 
in ſeeking me out, merely to mention a cir- 
cumſtance I was well acquainted with.“ 


Mrs. Ellinger gazed at her with an ex- 
preſhon of countenance ſo ludicrouſly woe- 
ful, that Roſella could not forbear ſmiling. 


* Acquainted with it!“ exclaimed ſhe; 
« my God! no denouement—no cataſtrophe? 

e No, my dear Madam,” replied Roſella 
with ſome gaiety ; © Lord Clanallan and 
myſelf thought it would be more novel to 
omit the uſual ceremony of gathering toge- 
ther all the dramatis perſonæ, to rip up budg- 
ets of old ſtories, and—man, woman, child, 
maſter, miſtreſs, domeſtics, tenants, vagrants, 
friends, relations, and ſpectators—all cry, 
0 4 . laugh, 


U 


25 296 5 ROSELL A. 


laugh, relate, be facetious and ſentimental 
in the Anale chorus!“ 


- Mrs. Ellinger, diſconcerted by the failure 
of her ſublime ſcheme, and thus attacked on 
a favorite ſubject, was diſpoſed to be heroic ; 
but Roſella ſtopped the torrent juſt in time, 
by a gentle reprimand for her injuſtice and 
ingratitude to Miſs Beauclerc, who had ever 
treated her with attention and friendſhip. 


„ cannot however forget,” continued 


ſhe, that Mrs. Ellinger, as the wife of my 


guardian, deported herſelf with much kind- 
neſs towards me in my childhood.” 


The lady, extremely ſoftened by this ac- 
knowledgment, recollected that it would be 
very defirable to preſerve the favor of Lady 
Clanallan, whoſe countenance would give her 
a part of the conſequence ſhe had loft by quit- 


ting the roof of her huſband ; ſhe therefore 


received the intimation with gratitude, and 


having 


Mm Had a 
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having declined the vulgarity of accepting 
refreſhment, took her leave, ſaying ſhe would 
write to Miſs Beauclerc, whoſe affection ſhe 
feared to have much diminiſhed by the un- 

juſt accuſations with which ſhe had loaded 
her in a former letter ; a circumſtance that 
had never reached the knowledge of Roſella, 
who adopted in this inſtance the ſame prudent 
concealment, and by forbearing to mention 
the preſent folly of Mrs. Ellinger, avoided 
a retroſpection of the influence ſhe had un- 
fortunately poſſeſſed over the actions of Miſs 
Beauclerc at a former period; and the viſit _ 
did not even reach the knowledge of Lady = 


Lucy. 


This amiable young woman diſplayed 
each day a more confirmed attachment to 
her fair gueſt, as each day unfolded” to her 
obſervatioa the characteriſtic virtues and 


graces of Roſella; but at length they were 


. compelled to ſeparate, for Mis. Methwald 


claimed the privilege of dire&ing her bro- 
+E © ther's 
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ther's ward in the envied taſk of exchanging 
five hundred pounds for clothes and orna- 
ments—a taſk Roſella left almoſt wholly 
to her, to procure peace and good-will 
when, for a ſhort time, ſhe again returned 
to the houſe of her good old friend. And 
whilſt Mrs. Methwald was making daily per- 
ambulations to enforce the execution of her 
orders, ſhe flew down to Avelines in her 
mother's carriage, to paſs an hour with her, 
and another with Lady Lucy ; a period ge- 
nerally ſpent by Lord Clanallan, who happen- 
ed almoſt conſtantly to meet her on the road, 
in lamenting the heavy fetters of ice with 
which the preſence of Mrs. Methwald and 
her daughter appeared to load the ſenti- 
ments and manners of Roſella, who pleaded 
guilty to the charge, and conjured him to 
retain his patience a little longer. 


Lady Lucy laughed at his woeful complaints, 
and rallied him upon his want of knight- 
errantry, in ſuffering his fair dulcina to remain 
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in ſuch a cruel ſtate of enchantment ; but pro- 


miſed at length to uſe her influence with Mr. 
Mordaunt to abridge the term of his wintry 
puniſhment. | 


In one of theſe excurſions Roſella unex- 


pectedly encountered Lord and Lady Mor- 


teyne, who, in paſſing through town, had 


deviated from their road to viſit Lady Lucy 


and her huſband. She felt rather confuſed 
for the firſt five minutes; but the conci- 
liating deportment of Lady Morteyne, who 
was much hurt at her former injuſtice, and 
wiſhed to efface it from the memory of her 
ſiſter's friend, and the polite attentions of 
Lord Morteyne, ſoon reſtored her to com- 
poſure, and baniſhed unpleafany recollections 
of the fracas at Guairdy. + 


Roſella had heard, from common report, 
that Mr. Eſtcourt was perfectly recovered 
from the effects of his accident, and his bro- 
ther now 1nformed her that he had yery care- 

0 6 fully 


2 
> r en LI tl N 


— nee ZP —— 
pp ̃ ̃ . — way — p N N 
: > 8 


* = 


300 | ROSELLA. 


4 fully concealed how deſervedly he had met 
with it. | | 


« But,” added he to Lady Lucy, © that 
abſurd fellow Povey, whom Cyril uſed to 
denominate your knight, either deſignedly 
or undeſignedly, diſcloſed the ſecret, and 
our impetuous brother rewarded his offici- 
ouſneſs by knocking him down on the Steine 
at Brighton; ſo that the poor little man, 
who from his original profeſſion has a great 
abhorrence of breaking the peace, has been 
compelled to throw up his commiſſion ; and, 
I preſume, would be extremely obliged to 
any kind friend who would employ him 
to draw up marriage articles, or make a 
will,” 


This important intelligence created little 
emotion but of laughter ; but Roſella was | 
pleaſed that the affair had terminated fo 
Peaceably, as the would have been much 
grieved to have been again the occaſion, 
| however 
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however remote, of vexation to Lady Lucy, 
by endangering the ſafety of a brother who 
was beloved by her, in ſpite of his ſlender 
title to her affection. „ 


« T once received very unmerited thanks,“ 
ſaid Lord Morteyne, * for a fervice I was 
{ſuppoſed to have excluſively rendered Miſs 
Montreſor ; but I imagine ſhe has long fince 
diſcovered to whom the acknowledgments 
were due.“ 7 N 

Roſella, with ſome emotion, averred that 
ſhe did not comprehend his meaning; and 
learned from the explanation that followed, 
that Oberne himſelf was the knight-errant. 
who had reſcued her from the danger into 
which her runaway ſteed had placed her, 
when ſhe had fo unintentionally joined the 
chace. 


She was much ſurpriſed at the intelli- 
gence; and Lord Clanallan at that moment 
6 making 
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making his appearance, was queſtioned upon 
his long concealment of the circumſtance by 
Lady Lucy. 

« ] was unwilling,” replied he, © upon a 
further acquaintance with our charming 
friend, to own that I was the ſtupid being 
who could commit her to the care of an- 
other, upon the abſurd e I wm Sed to your 


brother.“ 
„ And {ſo you ſuffered him,” reſumed 


Lady Lucy, to take the whole credit of 
the exploit to this hour, rather than confeſs 
that having followed the impulſe of huma- 


4 


nity at the hazard of loſing your life, you 


rejected that of gallantry at the hazard of 
loſing your horſe !—I would to Heaven,” 
added ſhe, that the total abſence of even 
politeneſs and attention, ſo much to be re- 
marked in the preſent race of Engliſh petit- 
maitres, could be explained in the ſame 
manner,” 


Lord 
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Lord Clanallan ſmiled at this apoſtrophe, 
and having thanked the good-natured Lady 
Lucy for the tournure ſhe had given to the 
adventure, changed the ſubject of conver- 
ſation, | 


At length the moment arrived that eman- 
cipated Roſella from the dominion of 
Mrs. Methwald, and rewarded the faithful 


attachment of Lord Clanallan. 


Mr. Mordaunt officiated as her father 
during the ceremony, and when it was end- 
ed, he embraced her with paternal affec- 
tion, 


4 l believe,“ ſaid he, © I have now done 
my duty as a careful and conſcientious 
guardian: I am happy that I have not had 
occaſion to exert my power by oppoſing 
your inclinations, my dear Roſella: and 1 
truſt that ſome years hence, ſhould I live ſo 
long, I ſhall refle& upon this day with as 

w much 
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much ſatisfaction as I experience at this 


moment.” 


Roſella kiſſed the hand of her venerable 


friend 1 in filence ; and taking leave of Lady 


Lucy with tenderneſs, and of Mrs. Meth- 
wald with polite acknowledgements, ſhe ſet 
off with Lord Clanallan for a hunting-ſeat 
of his late brother's in Berkſhire, taking 
Avelines in their way; where they received 
the fervent benedictions of Miſs Beauclerc, 
who could not be prevailed upon to attend 
the ceremony, from the fear of betraying a 
too potent emotion, and affecting the ſpirits 
of her beloved Roſella. 


To Lord Clanallan ſhe preſented all the 
furniture and appurtenances of her town- 
houſe, and the uſe of it during her life; and 
the cottage was purchaſed by Mr. Delamere, 


Some time after the marriage of Roſella, 


her mother diſcloſed to her the hiſtory of her 
v8 | own 
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own imprudent union, and the bp ca- 
taſtrophe that enſued; and in conſideration 


of the former friendſhip between Mrs. Ellin- 
ger and herſelf, conſiderably augmented her 
income, which the diſpleaſure and parſimony. 

of her huſband would not allow him to make 


a very comfortable one. 


Mr. Creſſy and his Lady continued for ſome 
time to live in great apparent cordiality; 


but at length, to the unſpeakable mortifica- 


tion of Mrs. Methwald, he declared, upon 


the refuſal of her barbarous brother to make 
up bis affairs, that a pale, prim, ſimpering, 
philoſophical, deiſtical, botanical, aſtrono- 
mical, ſophiſtical, ſoft- mannered, flint-heart- 
ed automaton was his ſupreme averſion: and 
his conduct evinced that an exceſſive roſy, 


open-tempered, ill-educated young lady, 


whoſe ci- devant employment conſiſted in 
making butter and cheeſes, was not ſo en- 
tirely inſupportable. 


When 
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When the dear friends of poor Mrs, Crefly 
warmly reſented this atrocity, in condole- 
ment and expreſſions of wonder and abhor- 
Tence, ſhe ſtill ſmiled in return for their 
obliging ſympathy, retained her box at the 
Opera, and frequented aſſemblies as uſual, 
to the admiration of her mother, who wrote 
a halting ſonnet in praiſe of ſuch fortitude 
and magnanimity, and ſent it to be inſerted 


with other ſublime effuſions, in the Lady's 


Magazine. 


Miſs Beauclerc would have taken Nancy 


back into her own ſervice, upon the marriage 
of her young Lady; but the poor girl had pro- 
miſed herſelf ſuch felicity and honors in being 
fam- de- ſuum to a Lord's wife, who is called 
my Lady all the world over, that Roſella 
indulged her in her wiſhes, in conſideration of 
her fidelity and attachment at a moment 
when they were peculiarly acceptable to 


her. 
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The ſelf-denial of Lady Clanallan's mo- 
ther, in refuſing herſelf a claim ſo dear to 
the heart of a parent, was rewarded in a few 
years by the ſociety of a little grand-daugh- 
ter, whoſe mind ſhe was indefatigable in 
properly forming; and it was remarkable 
that the young lady underſtood of the words 
of her own language in general uſe, almoſt 
every one better than thoſe hacknied ex- 
preſſions, ſentiment and myſtery. 


THE ENDL, 
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BOOKS PRINTED AT THE MINERVA PRESS». 
MARGARITA, 


FOUR VOLUMES 12MO, PRICE 14S. SEWED, 


This is a Romance, the peruſal of which will afford plea 


ſure to thoſe readers whoſe object is amuſement. Curioſity is 
conſtantly excired by a chain of ingenious myſteries, which the 
progreſs of the tale gradually reveals. We do not expect to 
meet with thoſe reſemblances of the characters and manners 
of real life in a romance, which it is the province of the noveliſt 
to pourtray. If the piece before us be not entitled to the firit 
rank among works of this deſcription, it is, however, a re- 
ſpectable performance. The ſtyle is correct, and the moral 
tendency of the ſtory is unexceptionable. 


Analytical Renew, April 1799. 


DAYS OF CHIVALRY, 


1 » 
TWO VOLUMES, Iz uo. PRICE 6s. SEWED, 


This production of a female pen, humbly termed by the 


Authoreſs, „an unoffending trifle,” contains a pleaſing 
variety of incidents, not ill related, or unhappily combined. 


Critical Review, Auguſt 179 8 


THE ENGLISH NUN, 
PRICE 48. 6d. SEWEDs 


A very unexceptionable, intereſting, and affecting Tale, 
related in a good ſtyle, and calculated at once to excite the 
molt tender feelings, and, by the example of the principal per- 
ſonages, to animate the fortitude of thoſe who may be placed 
in ſituations of fimilar difficulty and trial. | 


Britiſh Critic, March 7798. 
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THE MYSTERY OF THE BLACK TOWER, 
By John Palmer, 
TWO VOLUMES, 12MO, PRICE 6s. SEWED, 


It appears eſſential to romance, that the fcene it deſcribes 


ſhould either be remote from the times in which we live, or 


the people with whom we converſe. The firſt of theſe rules 


has been obeyed by Mr. Palmer, and he has thrown his 


ſcenery back into the reign of Edward the Third—an zra 
of chivalry and warlike enterpriſe perfectly favourable to 
his deſign. His conception of the ſubje& is, in other re- 
ſpects, ſufficiently juſt ; and by the introduction of a facetious 
Welch Squire, he has enlivened the ſolemrity of his graver 
ſcenes with occaſional flaſhes of humour. 

The romance is certainly executed with ability, and diſ- 
covers ſuch talents for that ſpecies of compoſition, as may be 
ſaid to merit the protection of the public. 


Britiſh Critic, October 1797. 


THE HERMIT OF CAUCASUS. 
TWO VOLUMES, PRICE 6S. SEWED. 


The name of Mr. Moſer has the very reſpectable praiſe 


of being prefixed to productions which have the aim of 


giving “ ardour to truth, and confidence to virtue.” The 
oriental tales which compoſe theſe volumes are free from any 
diſguſting extravagance of fiction; the Author having 
avowedly empioyed ſupernatural agency agreeably to the 
prudent reſtriction of Horace 


& Nec Deus interſit, nifi dignus vindice nodus.“ 


We recommend theſe tales as containing a ſeries of uſeful 
leſſons, which tend to inculcate a firm reliance on the 
wiſdom and benevolence of a ſuperintending Providence. 


Critical Review, February 1799. 


hw 
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MAN AS HE IS, 
FOUR VOLUMES, PRICE 12s. srw ED. 


Second Edition. 


[4 


The materials and texture of this Novel are fo ſuperior to 
thoſe of which this ſpecies of writing 1s in general compoſed, 
that we lament extremely having ſo long neglected to peruſe 
it, and announce its merits to the public. The author, who 
poſſeſſes a ſound, diſcriminating, and improved mind, has 
drawn his characters, not from the mere ſuggeſtions of fancy, 
as is uſual with writers of this claſs, but from a clear, diſtinct, 
and judicious view of their archetypes, as they exiſt in nature, 
In conformity to the title of his work, he has repreſented 
4% Man as he is, and ſeems to have taken Fielding and 
Le Sage for his models; but he has contrived to render his 
ſcenes contributory to the purpoſes of virtue, morality, and 
happineſs. The ſtory is finely conceived, and the narrative 
of it ſo eaſy and artleſs, that it aſſumes the appearance of true 
hiſtory. The character of Sir George Paradyne, the hero of 
the piece, a rich, gay, generous young man, who acts entirely 
trom the feelings of a ſenſible and virtuous heart, is as finely 
contraſted with the character of Mr. Bardoe, a gentleman 
who is guided only by the dictates of reaſon and experience; 
as the character of Miſs Carlill, a lively, ſhrewd, and ſenſible 
Quaker, is with that of Cornelia Coleraine, the heroine of 
the piece, and a perfect model of female ſoftneſs, delicacy, 
and good ſenſe. There are other characters of a different 
complexion, in which the vices of unfeeling ambition, political 
profligacy, gaming, hypocriſy, and female depravity, are 
ex poſed in the miſconduct of Lady Mary Paradyne, Lord 
Auſchamp, Count Colliano, John Lake Fielding, and Lady 
Ann Brixworth, and, by a ſtrength of colouring, rendered 
ignominious and deteſtable- In oppoſition, however, to this 
deſpicable and unhappy group, we muſt not forget to mention 
the character of Lindſay, which exhibits the moſt perfect 
deſcription of real friendſhip and diſintereſted affection. The 
work contains a few epiſodes, the moſt beautiful of which — 
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the ſtory of Miſs Zaporo, the unfortunate offspring of a 
Tranſylvanian General, who bravely fought and died in 


piety and virtue. 
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attempting to defend the liberties of his oppreſſed country. 
This lovely, ſpirited, and ſenſible female, after experiencing a 
ſeries of affecting misfortunes, is happily reſtored, by the 
virtuous exertions of Sir George Paradyne, to the protection 
of her uncle, an Auſtrian Baron, then at the Venetian Court, 
and affords an uſeful leflon of the happy effects which are 
frequently produced by a ſteady perſeverance in the paths of 
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OR, MAN AS HE IS\NOT, 

15 bay, 

By the ſame Author, 7 

> . 7 Ol | 
THREE VOLUMES, 12MO, purges 98. SEWED. 


Second Ediſtun. . 


This Novel muſt be diſtinguiſhed from the common ſort. 


The author diſplays an intimate acquaintance with human 
nature, and delineates it with the pen of a maſter, His cha- 


racters are drawn with juſt diſcrimination, and placed in fitua- 


tions where their actions ſtriftly correſpond with the orginal 


ſketch. - There is occaſionally a little tinRure of the * 
Philoſophy, as it is called, and a ſhade of gloom is thrhwn 
upon huinan life; but the writer is not unſucceſsful in this 
humorous attempts; and, upon the whole, the reader haga 
chance of becoming wiſer and better by a peruſal of > 


work, if his taſte has not been vitiated by the trifling produt- 


tions of the age, 
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